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 Last Thursday HUFF volunteers and other friends of Public Health and Safety visited 
Coral St. near Hiway 1 at 7 a.m.  They came to assist homeless folks struggling to retrieve 
and carry away their blankets, cloths, and tents.  They came to document the police-
orchestrated seizure of all property tent residents could not carry away from their survival 
encampment.    Apparently without objection from nearby Housing Matters, This  was 
another police raid and sweep of the homeless community.   Another regular Housing 
Matter-sanctioned sweep apparently backed by Mayor Keeley’s City Council.  Another 
mass removal of people making it more difficult for case managers (if any were still in 
contact with the residents there).  More difficult for community supporters, government 
workers, family, and friends  to find the victims whom police, politicians, and povertycrats 
are now routinely painting out of the picture. 
   The Ciy -funded sweep provided no alternate location either indoors or outdoors for 
the refugee.  The City-acquired Santa Cruz Motel, now known as Live Oak Landing—wasn’t 
it  purchased with funds from the $4 million Encampment Abatement funding to house 
those very deportees?  Wasn’t it built and ready since last October, according to Public 
Records, yet  still vacant in mid-May half a year later?.   The Coral St. sidewalk residents 
for the last month and a half had been denied water, phone-charging, personal mail 
service, and toilet or portapotty access—the guarded gates of Housing Matters locked to 
them since April 1st.    

In these weekly sweeps, volunteers reported usable mobility devices being thrown 
on disposal trucks and hauled away.  Police taped off the area.  They held off the 
impoverished seeking to return to retrieve the rest of their possessions The makeshift 
community of campsites was no a forbidden “No Trespassing” zone with occupants, their 
support people, and community helpers barred as trucks carried away and trashed 
survival gear. 

This affected 50 or more  who’d been surviving in the tents and tarps by the 
roadside.   Directly outside the multi-million dollar Housing Matters poverty-industrial 
“campus”.    In full view of the Roaring Camp tourist trains chugging by. “Housing Matters”, 
better known to some as “Funding Matters”  was “cleaning up” the mess it had created 



April 1 when it removed portapotties, water access, and the other facilities to reassure its 
funders and higher-up’s.  
 Some of the exhausted refugees may return to experience this cycle next week and 
the week after.  Until the City closes off the street to refuse the embarrassment, as some 
suspect is in the works.   Throughout that time they will have had no access to the most 
elementary drinking and sanitary facilities.  Many of those on this street are disabled and 
elderly.     For the health of the broader community and the survival of those outside, City 
authorities must restore these services and provide needed assistance immediately.   Or 
cut off funding to Funding Matters.  And, end the new normal of this vicious “drive ‘em out” 
policy.     Stop the Sweeps—they are cruel, pointless, and betray all of us. 
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