
From: Sidney, Arthur <Arthur.Sidney2@mail.house.gov> 
Date: Tue, Apr 17, 2018 at 4:42 PM 
Subject: FW: Letter to Secretary of Defense James N. Mattis 
To: Steven.Anthony@dodig.mil <Steven.Anthony@dodig.mil>, lynn.carlson@dodig.mil 
<lynn.carlson@dodig.mil>, michele.abell@dodig.mil <michele.abell@dodig.mil>, 
Patrick.Gookin@dodig.mil <Patrick.Gookin@dodig.mil> 
Cc: Martin Edwin Andersen  
 
 
Dear Department of Defense: 
Below is an email letter that was transmitted to your office in Nov/Dec 2017, the office has not 
received a response. At the request of the Member, Congressman Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr., I 
am forwarding this information again for a response. Please provide a response to this inquiry as 
soon as possible. Thank you. 
  
Arthur D. Sidney 
  
  
PS. The attachments were removed from the letter for ease of transmittal. 
  
  
The Honorable James N. Mattis 
Secretary of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 
  
Dear Secretary of Defense Mattis, 
  
  
I am writing you today concerning my protected disclosures before the Inspectors General of the 
Department of Defense and the Intelligence Community and their relevance to the critical debate 
generated by Representative Henry Johnson's "Berta Caceres Human Rights Act" (HR 1299). It is 
my hope that you will immediately require U.S. Southern Command to provide a full accounting of 
what is being done to bring those guilty of gross malfeasance to justice. Not only is this a necessary a 
first step in healing the still-raw wounds created by the illegal 2009 military coup in Tegucigalpa; it 
also is key to ensuring a real commitment to American values by our military working in Latin 
America.   
  
I believe that my primary disclosures--some of which are found in classified form in my 
Congressional Disclosure #1703 now before the House and Senate Intelligence Committees--
underscore the importance of ensuring respect for human rights and the rule of law at U.S. Southern 
Command before it provides aid to the Honduran government.  
  
Beyond Southern Command support for the illegal coup, my public disclosures include the hiring, 
promotion and protection of alleged torturers and former members of international terrorist 
organizations; gross problems regarding the protection of classified information and security 
clearances; racism; sexism; homophobia, and common corruption. (Pease see links below.)  
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Specifically, I believe that, nine years after the first whistleblower disclosures were sent (2009) to the 
Department of Defense Office of the Inspector General (DoD OIG), virtually nothing has been 
done to investigate underlying disclosures of violations of rule, regulation and law, with those guilty 
of wrongdoing either given golden parachutes or are still working for the Department of Defense; 
this while national security whistleblowers have been slandered, libeled and worse by some of those 
still publicly supported by Southern Command. 
  
*  What is the public message about how the rule of law in Latin America depends on an end to impunity, when the 
much ballyhooed U.S. example includes civilian control of the military, in this case U.S. Southern Command? 
  
*  What is the respect for the fight against public corruption, which is a fight for human rights and key to reform in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, when the DoD OIG's role appears in the documents (at least until very recently), 
more that of a cover up of the Southern Command scandal than that a real investigative agency? 
  
It should be emphasized from the outset that key elements of my disclosures have already been 
verified and/or endorsed by among others, senior CIA and State Department officials as well as by 
senior Members of Congress (For example: “The Department of Defense should know better than 
to invite in and continue to employ a foreign military officer for a position of authority at a 
prestigious U.S. institution even after he was credibly implicated in serious crimes,” Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., told McClatchy. “We criticize other countries for failing to hold accountable officers 
who violate the law. Yet, in this case, we reward him in our own country? It sends a terrible 
message.”  More here: http://hrld.us/1ZpMKDA).  
  
In addition, the disclosures have received attention in major media outlets. In the case of the illegal 
military coup in Honduras and unpunished Southern Command officials' complicity, please see the 
recent investigative report in The Intercept @ http://bit.ly/2xChiZZ.  
  
That about the related case of the senior National Security Council (NSC) adviser on Latin America, 
dismissed for cause, by President Donald Trump was published in The Miami 
Herald @ http://hrld.us/2pGSQSv.  
  
The case concerning the knowing employment of a former senior aide to the Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet--a Southern Command professor who once belonged to Pinochet's DINA state 
terrorist organization that killed two people less than a mile from the White House--was dealt with 
at length by McClatchyDC @ http://bit.ly/1L5toMy and http://hrld.us/1ZpMKDA. 
  
I should also point out that I was the first national security whistleblower to receive the U.S. Office 
of Special Counsel's "Public Servant Award" for my work at the Criminal Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice. More recently I served as an expert witness in the Italian government's case 
against Pinochet and his notorious international death squad Operation Condor. (Please see 
attached.) 
  
Concerning the tragic situation that continues to haunt the peoples of Honduras generally, and the 
case of the murder indigenous environmental rights activist Berta Caseres specifically, I can show 
that I have long been active in the fight for human rights (including specifically the rights of Native 
peoples) and environmental protection. Working for the late Senator Alan Cranston, I was the staff 
author of the "Cranston Amendment" that for nearly a quarter of a century has required the State 
Department to include the rights of indigenous peoples in his annual human rights country reports. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__hrld.us_1ZpMKDA&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=rjZB-hwpCUc8oCamGP_G5Xy_Xk_xSIQtAFrBk8ttHWM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bit.ly_2xChiZZ&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=QpCcs4KTVQRZNeSeHNKCfG7TM6ls8SS5bYxwPAsP3Pc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__hrld.us_2pGSQSv&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=YabfZohgEZJ7-V9kb1hZnsDS93B4YHj4Hb0F-DT1jUQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bit.ly_1L5toMy&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=ffMvD5kniB2THYTaqQEqW0ApqvGhCdo7SnnRK8PFiPA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__hrld.us_1ZpMKDA&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=rjZB-hwpCUc8oCamGP_G5Xy_Xk_xSIQtAFrBk8ttHWM&e=
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On the Senator's behalf I also organized an indigenous peoples Congressional staff working group, 
bringing together environmentalists as well as Hill human rights activists to fight for recognition of 
Native peoples' rights. 
  
More recently, I led efforts to ensure that the rights of indigenous peoples and those of the LGBT 
community were including in Freedom House's annual political rights and civil liberties country 
reports. While working for Southern Command as a national security professor, on my own time I 
wrote a book on the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere, Peoples of the Earth, with a 
forward by President Carter's senior Latin American NSC advisor Robert Pastor. (I am also 
enclosing two of the articles that I wrote for the Joint Force Quarterly for your review.) 
  
For all these reasons and more, I respectfully ask that U.S. support for the Honduran military be put 
under a microscope. Two of those highlighted in my protected whistleblower disclosures previously 
held senior positions at the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC), 
with one--a proponent at CHDS for the use of death squads in Mexico--a former instructor at the 
notorious School of the Americas (please see attachments, below; one from Government 
Accountability Project lawyer Tom Devine, the other my contemporaneous "Memo to File" on a 
very uncomfortable conversation with the SOA maven, former CHDS Acting Director Ken 
LaPlante, a former School of the Americas instructor).  
  
I need point out, Sir, that, in addition to CHDS' unpunished support for the illegal 2009 military 
coup, two of those publicly linked to the murder of indigenous leader and Goldman Environmental 
Prize winner Berta Careers were trained at WHINSEC. Thus now more than ever an unwavering 
commitment to bring both perpetrators of violence and their lawless patrons to justice is required. 
  
Yet to date, my fellow whistleblower at CHDS, the Oxford-educated Professor James Zackrison, 
was only interviewed (by phone) by the DoD OIG last month, almost exactly nine years after filing 
his protected disclosures (which I helped edit before he submitted them). Since that time, several of 
my own requests for investigation, including those sponsored by House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer 
and then Senate Armed Services Committee Chair Carl Levin, were spurned by a "government 
watchdog"--the DoD OIG--that has appeared (again, at least until recently) more interested in 
savaging the rights of truth tellers and American taxpayers than in restoring the primacy of the rule 
of law at Southern Command. 
  
For that reason and the others mentioned above--centered on current efforts by you meant to assist 
in the strengthening of the rule of law and human rights within the context of fighting international 
terrorism--I respectfully ask that your exercise your leadership, which remains key in ensuring 
authentic American values and the hopes that they generate are based in fact, not merely putinesque 
rhetoric.  
  
Mr. Secretary, I specifically ask that I be immediately returned to federal service until that time when 
I can retire with a full pension, receive back pay (including unrealized benefits) from the time that I 
was illegally forced out of government service, and that I receive public recognition from your 
Office of my efforts as an already decorated national security whistleblower in support for the public 
values of honesty, inclusion and respect for human rights, most eloquently demanded by U.S. Air 
Force Academy superintendent Lt. Gen. Jay Silveria (goo.gl/z6zdov). 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__goo.gl_z6zdov&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDTmmq1mJ2vMPtzuTpFgX8gY&r=p0cs9q7mbBmDOlLEFLXl_6qP_W0bE4j8c8fiQ8imoj4&m=MsmoUguETG8uMxRfdiNMrRA4OOUMh1gseq15xIIhnUA&s=sKFpp77x5go7iTSwRxRcil9zA9eeM0W70v5nAk0qVRg&e=
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As you know, the concept of "brotherhood" was perhaps best defined by Navy SEAL 
educator Brian "Iron Ed" Hiner, who called it a "full commitment and promise from each team 
member to look after each other and to put the well-being of others before themselves." Those who 
remain loyal to its public mission and respect for the law at Southern Command await your 
response.  
  
Very Respectfully, 
  
  
 
Martin Edwin Andersen 
 
 
Attachments removed for ease of transmittal:  
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