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PHOTO: Frank Rizzo Goes Down, MOVE Goes Up! (See the back cover story) Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette. 

By Angola 3 News, reprinted from 2010  

  On May 13, 1985, a State Police helicopter 

dropped a C-4 bomb, illegally supplied by the FBI, 

on the roof of the MOVE Organizationôs house at 

6221 Osage Avenue in West Philadelphia. The 

bomb started a fire that was allowed to burn, and 

eventually destroyed 61 homes, leaving 250 people 

homeless: the entire block of a middle-class black 

community. 

   The Philadelphia Special Investigation Commis-

sion (The MOVE Commission), appointed by 

Mayor Wilson Goode, documented that when the 

occupants of the house tried to escape the fire, po-

lice shot at them, blocking their escape. In the end, 

six MOVE adults (Rhonda Africa, Teresa Africa, 
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From The Archives: 

May 13, 1985 and the 

Legalization of Murder  

By Ximena Conde/WHYY, June 3, 2021 

   The 1985 bombing of MOVE headquarters, a row-

house at 6221 Osage Avenue, remains one of the 

largest stains on Philadelphia history. City officials 

killed 11 people, including five children, after police 

dropped explosives on the home via helicopter and 

authorities let the fire burn. Thirty-six years later, 

four surviving mothers of the youngest victims say 

even in death, their children canôt find peace. 

   On two recent occasions, Janine, Janet, Sue, and 

Consuewella Africa said they were shocked to learn 

How the Philadelphia 

Medical Examinerõs 

Office Desecrated 

MOVE Victimsõ         

Remains for 36 Years  

                                       Continued on page 4... Consuewella Africa, Rest in Peace 

PHOTO: On Jan. 18, 2020, Delbert Africa was welcomed home by family & friends, including Consuewella, (front right). Photo by Joe Piette. 
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Published to Honor the Memories of Consuewella Africa and Delbert Africa  

By Mumia Abu-Jamal, June 19, 2020 

   He was born under the name Delbert Orr, but is 

known in the world as Delbert Africa, a prominent 

member of the MOVE Organization. 

   In the 70s in Philadelphia he was perhaps its best 

known and most frequently cited member. With more 

years than most, he was adept at using the media to 

spread information and promote MOVE purposes. 

   His country accent around Chicago and his ingen-

ious puns made his remarks interesting and gave them 

journalistic value. 

   I regret to inform you that Delbert Africa, who won 

his freedom in January 2020 after 41 years impris-

oned, lost his life a few days ago to the ravages of 

cancer. 

   But this is not the whole story. Late last year, Del-

bert was urgently taken to a nearby hospital due to an 

undisclosed disorder. 

   On leaving prison, Delbert consulted with some 

doctors who were horrified to learn of the drugs he 

was given while in Dallas prison in Pennsylvania 

State. A doctor said, ǋǋ The drugs they used in that 

prison were poison.ò 

   Still, Delbert ended his stay in prison strong in spir-

it. He loved the MOVE Organization and hated the 

rotten-ass system. 

   Delbert criticized black people who sup-

ported the system and opposed the revolu-

tion. He called them ǋǋ niggapeans,ò a word 

Iôve never heard from  someone elseôs 

mouth. 

   More than a decade before Rodney 

Kingôs police beating and recorded on vid-

eo in L. A., Delbert was beaten by four 

Philadelphia police officers on August 8, 

1978, and the beating was recorded by a 

local station. 

   Video shows Delbert left unarmed from 

a basement window at his home after a 

standoff with police. With his naked torso, 

he had raised his arms in a gesture of ac-

cepting detention. 

   Immediately four officers surrounded him and sav-

agely beat him, hitting him with the handle of their 

rifles, crushing his head with a motorcycle helmet, 

and kicking him until he lost consciousness. 

   Yep, thatôs what they did. 

   Delbert suffered a jaw fracture and a swollen eye 

the size of an Easter egg. 

   There was a whitening trial of three of the police 

officers, in which the judge took down the case by 

impeaching the jury composed of people from rural 

areas of Pennsylvania, then declaring an acquittal of 

the police despite evidence recorded on video of the 

State brutality. 

   And that brutality was not limited to the streets of 

West Philadelphia, nor to the unfair trial and convic-

tion of Delbert and other members of MOVE. 

   He continued for 41 years in exhausted soul lock-

down and sorry health care. Delbert endured every-

thing and walked free with his revolutionary black 

soul intact. 

   As a MOVE member until the end, he continued to 

follow John Africaôs teachings, and lived embraced in 

the love of his MOVE family and daughter Yvonne 

Or-El. 

   After all, love is the closest thing weôve come to 

freedom. 

   Delbert Africa, after 72 summers, turned to his an-

cestors. 

Delbert Africa, Revolutionary!  

PHOTO: Consuewella Africa and others celebrate the release of Delbert Africa on Jan. 18, 2020. Photo by Jamal Journalôs Joe Piette. 

PHOTO: Delbert Africa with his daughter Yvonne 

Orr on January 18, 2020. Photo by Joe Piette. 

ONA MOVE 

   The MOVE ORGANIZATION just wants to 

take the time to inform people that our beloved 

sister Consuewella Africa passed away today . 

Consuewella had been hospitalized these past 

couple of weeks due to health complications 

behind the stress of this situation with The Uni-

versity Of Pennsylvania and the remains of her 

Daughter Tree Africa . 

   Consuewella was a minister of confrontation 

for The MOVE ORGANIZATION, and a sur-

vivor of the Aug. 8, 1978 Confrontation who 

spent 16 years in prison for refusing to re-

nounce MOVE . Her Daughters Tree and Netta 

Africa were murdered by this Government on 

May 13th 1985 . 

   We were advised by the University Of Penn-

sylvania's Anthropology Dept. that Tree Afri-

ca's Remains were sent to Terry's Funeral 

Home and are ready to be picked up. We hope 

that we can put Tree And Consuewella togeth-

er .We will keep people posted on a memorial 

service 

Rest Easy Consuewella 

Our Dear Sister, We Love you  And Will Hold 

You In Our Hearts Forever 

YOUR, MOVE Family 

June 16, 2021 Message   

PHOTO: Consuewella & son Lobo, 1977. 
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UPenn Perpetuates Samuel Mortonõs White Supremacist Legacy  
Abdul-Aliy Abdullah Muhammad 

interviewed by the Jamal Journal  

   Abdul-Aliy Abdullah Muhammad is 

an organizer and writer from West 

Philadelphia. They are also a cofound-

er of the Black and Brown Workers 

Co-op, a workersô rights organization 

that focuses on Black and Brown peo-

ple with special concern for LGBTQI 

communities, disabled communities 

and communities living with HIV and 

other chronic illnesses.  

   In their writing they often problema-

tize medical surveillance, the tracking 

of people through data and other meth-

ods. You can follow them on twitter 

@mxabdulaliy.  

Jamal Journal:  We want to discuss 

your recent Philadelphia Inquirer arti-

cles that broke the story about the UP-

enn Museumôs desecration of the re-

mains of Tree and Delisha Africa, but 

letôs first begin with a focus on the 

story you were actually in the process 

of investigating when you first learned 

about the MOVE childrenôs bones. 

Can you please begin by explaining 

who Samuel Morton was, and why the 

UPenn Museum has chosen to archive 

and present his work? 

Abdul-Aliy Muhammad:  Sure, 

Samuel G. Morton is a white suprema-

cist alum of UPenn, he was a proctor 

in the early formation of what is now 

Pennôs School of Medicine.  

   Morton was a 19th Century doctor 

who amassed a collection of skulls 

belonging to indigenous people, Black 

people and others. He believed that 

Black people and others who were non

-white, had less capacity for thought 

and this he attempted to prove by 

measuring the size of skulls and docu-

menting their difference.  

   He was an early purveyor of racial 

difference and his pseudo-science has 

harmed marginalized communities. 

For more information on Morton 

please visit the Penn & Slavery Project 

(www.pennandslaveryproject.org) 

JJ:  What was the story that you 

were investigating about the UPenn 

Museum? How did UPenn respond to 

your article? 

AAM:  I wrote an Op-Ed about Penn 

Museumôs possession of 14 crania be-

longing to Black Philadelphians, this 

was discussed in a research paper writ-

ten by Paul Wolff Mitchell, a   doctor-

al student at the University. I restated 

the demand of mine, which was ex-

panded by Police Free Penn, an  aboli-

tionist assembly. 

   During the uprising, Penn Museum 

created a committee to consider repat-

riation and reburial. After the Op-Ed 

came out, the museum responded by 

releasing the recommendations and 

decisions the committee came to. They 

said they intend to repatriate the re-

mains of the Black Philadelphians and 

other remains.   

JJ:  Letôs examine more generally 

how UPenn has dealt with Mortonôs 

white supremacist legacy and his sig-

nificant contributions to the field of 

scientific racism in the United States.  

   Letôs begin that conversation by cit-

ing a few excerpts from the 2008 arti-

cle published by the UPenn Museumôs 

ñExpeditionò magazine written by 

Janet Monge and Emily S. Renschler, 

entitled ñThe Samuel George Morton 

Cranial Collection --Historical Signif-

icance and New Research.ò  

   Monge and Renschler write that be-

cause of his ñgenial personality and 

stature as a member of the Academy of 

Natural Sciences, Morton was able to 

correspond with leading scientists all 

over the worldða key factor in the 

development of his collection and 

scholarly contributions...Indeed, the 

endeavor was so significant that army 

surgeons stationed in remote areas of 

the world would take great risks to 

obtain crania for Morton, and they 

were not above robbing graves in or-

der to do so!éEach shipment of cra-

nia had its own unique story, often 

connected to dramatic historical 

eventséFor example, one man as-

signed to the U.S. Army in Florida 

picked over the dead of the Seminole 

war, sending Morton two ófineô Semi-

nole skulls left unburied after the bat-

tle of Lake Okee-Chobee, while anoth-

er contact happily forwarded Morton 

the heads of four of the 630 Mexican 

soldiers killed in 1836 during the bat-

tle of San Jacinto fought between 

troops of the Mexican General Santa 

Anna and the Texan Sam Houston....in 

1892 the Academy sent 44 of the Na-

tive American crania to Spain for the 

400th anniversary of Columbusôs dis-

covery of the New World.ò 

   What does this 2008 article tell us 

about UPennôs attitude towards Mor-

ton and the human skulls that he has 

collected? 

AAM:  I think it is deplorable that 

collecting skulls of indigenous people 

who died as a result of brutal genocide 

is being framed as exotic. Calling the 

Seminole crania ñfineò is disgusting.  

   This kind of thinking speaks to the 

inhumanity of many people who hold 

on to his legacy as good or correct.  

JJ:  Now, can you please explain to 

us how you first learned about Delisha 

and Tree Africaôs remains being held 

at the UPenn Museum, and used in a 

Princeton class taught by Janet 

Monge, the co-author of the article 

cited above?  

AAM:  I first heard of the remains 

of Tree and Delisha from Amy Sadao, 

the former director of the Institute for 

Contemporary Art, a Penn institution. 

She emailed me to set up a zoom call 

and on that call, which took place on 

April 17, 2021. I learned that Amy had 

known for a good while that Penn Mu-

seum held the remains of MOVE 

bombing victims.  

   I began the process of investigating 

this immediately after, but I first made 

contact with someone who knows 

MOVE members to get information to 

the family immediately.  

JJ:  Have you also conducted any 

new research into the May 13, 1985 

massacre itself? 

AAM:  Iôm in the process of investi-

gating more about the day of the state-

sanctioned murder of 11 Black people 

on May 13, 1985.  

   What is clear to me is that this was 

deliberate, planned and that a cover-up 

ensued following the bombing. The 

Medical Examinerôs Office allowed 

for the systematic desecration of bodi-

ly remains and the city still possesses 

potentially up to 6 peopleôs remains. 

We donôt know because the investiga-

tion is still ongoing.  

   The University of Pennsylvania and 

Princeton University allowed for bodi-

ly remains to be used as instructional 

devices and they did not have the con-

sent of the family, who thought their 

loved ones were buried in 1985 and 

1986.  

   Additionally, the Police Department 

experimented with bomb-making for 

18 months before the assault on May 

13th. 

JJ:  You were born and raised in 

West Philadelphia. What impact did 

the May 13, 1985 massacre have upon 

your childhood, and upon your neigh-

borhood when you were growing up? 

AAM:  Iôm from West Philadelphia 

all day! I was born to two Black Mus-

lim parents moving from Farson 

Street, near 52nd and Market to 50th 

and Pentridge Street, which is techni-

cally in Southwest Philly, when I was 

around 9 years old..  

   My mother is from West Philadelph-

ia, and when I was younger sheôd tell 

me about the devastation the bombing 

caused on her mind and spirit.  

   I was a year and 6 months old when 

the bombing took place and I donôt 

have any direct memory of it.  

JJ:  How and when did you first 

learn about Mumia Abu-Jamal?  

AAM:  I learned about Mumia Abu 

Jamal pretty early in my consciousness 

and have been following his work, 

reading his words, and showing up to 

Free Mumia events over the years. I 

once saw a spray-painted mural calling 

for Mumiaôs release in Berlin, Germa-

ny, while I lived there in the early 

2000s. 

#FreeMumia #FreeMaroon #FreeAnt 

#FreeLore #FreeThemAll  

JJ:  Any final thoughts? 

AAM:  No Justice, No Peace, Take it 

to the streets!! 

PHOTO: Mike Africa Jr. leads a march at UPenn on April 28, 

2021. Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette. 

PHOTO: Abdul-Aliy Abdullah Muhammad speaks at the UPenn 

Museum on April 28, 2021. Photo by staff photographer Joe Piette.  



how human remains of their family 

members were treated and kept from 

them via a muddled chain of custody. 

   The mothers, who were all in prison 

at the time of the bombing, said they 

didnôt even know the fire left any re-

mains at all, until the recent news 

broke. 

   ñThe way that they burned our house 

down, I didnôt even know there would 

be any bones left because thatôs how 

bad that inferno was,ò said Sue, who 

lost her son Tomaso in the fire. ñWhen 

é somebody said there was remains, I 

was shocked.ò 

   An anthropologist with ties to the 

University of Pennsylvania and Prince-

ton University used the remains be-

lieved to belong to either Delisha Afri-

ca, Janetôs 12-year-old daughter, and 

Tree Africa, Consuewellaôs 14-year-

old daughter, for an online forensics 

course, WHYYôs Billy Penn reported 

in April. 

   The following month, city officials 

separately revealed that the remains of 

some MOVE bombing victims had 

been in a box at the Medical Examin-

erôs Office until former Health Com-

missioner Dr. Thomas Farley ordered 

them cremated and disposed of in 2017 

without telling the Africa family. Far-

ley made his actions public in May and 

was forced to resign by Mayor Jim 

Kenney. 

   The following day, Medical Examin-

er staff told the Managing Directorôs 

Office the remains had not been cre-

mated. Which victims these remains 

belong to remains unclear. 

   The stunning reversal marked the 

latest chapter in a long, well-

documented history of the Medical 

Examinerôs Officeôs desecration of the 

MOVE bombing victimsô remains, 

starting from the moment the fire on 

Osage Avenue went out. 

   The details of that complicated histo-

ry have been largely forgotten by most 

Philadelphians, with much of that in-

formation, including the findings of a 

1985 special commission, not digitized 

for a wider public view. 

   This has led to calls for a second 

commission. 

   ñI think a second commission could 

pull together some of the living history 

and memory and present it to the city 

in a way that people can start to under-

stand what really happened,ò said 

Shannon McLaughlin Rooney, who 

wrote her Ph.D. dissertation at Temple 

University on how media covered the 

bombing and how the day is remem-

bered. 

óUnprofessionalô Retrieval,    

Storage of Victimsô Remains 

   The 11-member Philadelphia Special 

Investigation Commission, which was 

formed about a week after the bomb-

ing, brought on a slew of law enforce-

ment experts to investigate the leadup 

to the bombing and aftermath, and 

hired a pathologist known for his work 

identifying remains of a Nazi war 

criminal. 

   The pathologist, Dr. Ali Z. Hameli, 

found that the Medical Examinerôs 

Office made a series of missteps, from 

recovery to examining the remains. 

Hameliôs report described an over-

worked and underfunded department 

where morale among staff was low. 

   The MOVE commissionôs March 

1986 report on the bombing said the 

officeôs performance was 

ñunprofessional and violated generally 

accepted practices for pathologists.ò 

   The day before the bombing, then-

Health Commissioner Stuart Shapiro 

told Medical Examiner Marvin E. Ar-

onson ñsomething big may happenò 

and he ñshould be on alert,ò and that 

Shapiro would personally supervise the 

Health Departmentôs role, documents 

from the commissionôs investigation 

show. 

   Two days after the bombing, Shapiro 

took charge of the case and removed 

Aronson from the investigation. 

   Shapiro, who was not himself a 

pathologist, brought in and oversaw his 

own pathologists to work on the case. 

He also allowed media to enter the 

morgue as autopsies were in progress. 

When commission investigators asked 

Shapiro about what motivated the deci-

sion to bump Aronson, Shapiro shared 

doubts about the MEôs commitment to 

the job. 

   Under Shapiroôs watch, the office 

originally misstated the number of vic-

tims, and failed to identify five of the 

bodies, according to the commissionôs 

report. 

   When MEO pathologists arrived on 

the scene of the bombing, they failed 

to coordinate with the other agencies 

collecting evidence at the site, the 

commission found, leading to at least 

three different methods of cataloging 

evidence. Pathologists allowed a 

ñcrane with a bucketò to dig debris 

while bodies were still in the rubble, 

allowing for additional bone fractures 

post mortem. Not only did the digging 

allow for the destruction of ñphysical 

and medical evidence,ò it allowed for 

the dismemberment and commingling 

of body parts and animal remains, ac-

cording to the report. 

   The MEO continued to mishandle 

the remains once they were back in the 

laboratory. 

   The report found the lab wasnôt clean 

enough or ñconducive to disciplined, 

scientific examination.ò Storage was 

also an issue. The recommended tem-

perature to store bodies was 34 to 36 

degrees, but the remains of MOVE 

bombing victims were stored at 56 de-

grees, which accelerated their decom-

position, and allowed fungus and mold 

to grow. 

   There were deficiencies in the actual 

examination of the remains as well. 

The MEO didnôt take tissue samples 

for toxicology tests in a timely manner, 

ñrendering them practically useless in 

determining the cause of death in most 

of the cases.ò Finally, the office didnôt 

capture ammunition and other metallic 

fragments from six of the bodies be-

cause staff didnôt take lateral X-rays, 

despite having the equipment availa-

ble. These exams were important in 

determining whether the victims were 

killed in the 90 minutes police fired at 

least 10,000 rounds into the home be-

fore dropping the explosives or the 

carbon monoxide from the fire. 

Incomplete Burials and an        

Unrecognized Spokesperson 

   Tomaso Africaôs mother Sue was in 

solitary confinement at SCI Muncy 

prison when the bombing took place. 

   She told WHYY News she remem-

bers learning of her 10-year-oldôs 

death in a quick exchange that lasted 

less than a minute. A guard opened her 

cell and told her Tomaso had died, she 

said. 

   ñTrying to get a reaction out of me, 

trying to level me, trying to, you know, 

take everything from me and said in 

the worst way possible,ò Sue recalled. 

   Delishaôs mother, Janet Africa, and 

Philôs mother, Janine Africa, described 

similar exchanges regarding their chil-

dren, with no follow up from any city 

authority. The women said because 

they were in solitary confinement, no 

one could call them or visit. No city 

official reached out to express condo-

lences or to apologize. 

   The women said itôs hard to remem-

ber exactly how many months had 

passed when they were taken from 

prison to the county jail in Philadelph-

ia, where they met with a lawyer. Also 

there was Gerald Ford Africa, a man 

who was quoted in media reports as 

the MOVE membersô spokesperson  

with ñpower of attorney.ò 

   In an interview this month, Janine 

said they agreed to let Gerald ñhandle 

certain things,ò but the women donôt 

remember giving him any authority to 

make decisions over the remains. 

   ñWe had no remains of our chil-

dren,ò said Sue. ñIt wasnôt even up for 

discussion.ò 

   The mothers went back to prison. 

Reporting at the time outlined at least 

three separate burials for bombing vic-

tims. 

   First to be buried, on May 23, ac-

cording to Gerald, was Rhonda Harris 
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