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Written by Doctor Ricardo Alvarez,       

Consulting Physician for Mumia Abu-Jamal 

   Mumia has survived a two vessel open heart surgery 

bypass graft. He is grateful for a new lease on life but 

his health remains fragile.  

   There is clear evidence that his chronic diseases of 

congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease, hyper-

tension, diabetes and liver cirrhosis from Hepatitis C are 

the diseases of incarceration.  

   Incarceration is the primary social determinant of 

health. We know that there is documented evidence that 

incarcerated persons age earlier due to the physical and 

psychological stresses of survival. His only treatment 

Elder Abuse: Incarceration   

Remains the Greatest Medical 

Threat to Mumiaõs Health --The 

Only Treatment is Freedom.  

Written by Pam Africa, coordinator    

of the uncompromising International 

Concerned Family and Friends of 

Mumia Abu-Jamal 

   Ona Move! Long Live John Africa! 

   Thank you for reading the second issue of the 

newly-restarted Jamal Journal Newspaper.  

   Mumia and I are both deeply grateful for all of 

the support during both of Mumiaôs recent health 

emergencies (in March and April). As Mumia told 

Noelle Hanrahan during his first contact visit 

since his April heart surgery: ñI am here because 

people stood right with meò (read on page 26).  

   People power forced the prison to have Mumia 

properly diagnosed and treated at an outside hos-

pital. After returning from the hospital, Mumia 

told us that it was the best treatment he had ever 

received. This was a powerful victory for the 

                                 Continued on page 8... 

Continued on page 10... 

We Challenge DA Larry 

Krasner and CNNõs     

Michael Smerconish!  

PHOTO: Pam Africa marches past City 

Hall on July 4, 2002. Photo by AWOL 

Magazine / Philly IMC / Defenestrator. 

Artwork by Yasmeen Sutton for #BringSundiataHome (www.sundiataacoli.org) 

                               Continued on page 27... 

Professor Mark Lewis Taylor                   

Interviewed by the Jamal Journal 

(First published by the San Francisco Bay View National 

Black Newspaper on May 21, 2021. www.sfbayview.com)  

   Mark Lewis Taylor has been a professor in religion 

and society at Princeton Theological Seminary since 

1982. He is also the founder of Educators for Mumia 

Abu-Jamal (EMAJ), which was first known as Academ-

ics for Mumia Abu-Jamal (AMAJ). In 2007, he co-

authored ñ20 FAQs: The Pedro Polakoff Crime Scene 

Photosò with Journalists for Mumia. In recent years, he 

has also been working as Mumiaôs spiritual advisor. 

Mumia Abu -Jamalõs Spiritual 

Advisor Confronts DA Krasner 

& the Fraternal Order of Police  
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   Special thanks to Truthout, WHYY, Angola 3 

News, Prison Radio, The SF Bay View Newspa-

per, FAIR, Black Commentator, Toward Freedom, 

This Canôt Be Happening!, Verso Books Blog,  

Black Power Media, Middle East Eye, El Enemigo 

Comun, Indybay and Workers World for granting 

us permission to reprint their articles! 

Please support the Jamal Journal by donating 
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Romaine òChipó Fitzgerald Returns to His Ancestors 

Written by Mumia Abu-Jamal 

May 28, 2021 

   The name Romaine ñChipò Fitzgerald is perhaps not 

widely known except for his supporters. In his wild 

youth decades ago, he was a teenage member of the 

LA chapter of the Black Panther Party, which he 

joined after a brief stint in jail. He was a wild boy at a 

wild time in history, the sixties, when it seemed like 

the very world was on fire. 

   Chip once fell in with a crew of wild boys who were 

full of mischief, which landed him in reform school, 

known as Juvenile Hall, run by the California Youth 

Authority. Chipôs youthful rebelliousness led to stints 

in solitary where, now surrounded by silence, he read 

about and became captivated by the black freedom 

movement. 

   These articles awakened him to the existence of the 

Black Panther Party, the boldest of black freedom 

movements in the sixties era. Upon his 1969 release, 

Romaine Chip Fitzgerald formally joined the militant 

revolutionary organization. Chip took to the party like 

a fish takes to water by helping its free breakfast pro-

grams, selling Panther newspapers, and assisting in 

other party programs. 

   According to 

others who 

joined at the 

same time, 

Chip was an 

enthusiastic 

member, and 

more im-

portantly, his 

mother proud-

ly supported 

his new com-

mitment to 

community 

work. 

   But good times sometimes donôt remain good, for 

1969 marked Chipôs involvement in two shootings, 

leaving one victim dead. It also marked his return to 

prison as an adult. These charges, and Californiaôs 

antipathy towards Black Panthers, led to Chipôs incar-

ceration for 52 years despite his eligibility for parole 

in 1976. 

   On March 28, 2021, Chip who suffered from a mas-

sive stroke, passed away in a California hospital while 

lying in shackles. Chip was the longest held ex-Black 

Panther in America. Romaine Chip Fitzgerald, after 

over a half century in chains, returns to his ancestors. 

PHOTO: ñChipò Fitzgerald. 
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Who is Mumia? 

   Mumia is a revolutionary journalist. 

He has been writing since age 15, first 

as Minister of Information for the Phila-

delphia chapter of the Black Panther 

Party (1969-1971), then for numerous 

Philadelphia radio and print venues, 

including National Public Radio.  

   His journalism was featured in main-

stream venues, but he refused to forget 

those whom corporate media routinely 

neglect. He was especially noted for 

covering police harassment of the 

MOVE organization, while other jour-

nalists ignored it.  

   His writings, today, after 39 years in 

prison, now fill twelve books and thou-

sands of radio and print columns in pub-

lications ranging from homeless ñstreet 

newsò papers to Forbes magazine and 

the Yale Law Review. 

Mumia Served Nearly 30 Yrs. on 

Death Row 

   Mumia was confined for three dec-

ades on Pennsylvaniaôs death row be-

fore federal courts ruled 

ñunconstitutionalò the death sentence he 

received at age 27 for the shooting 

death of Philadelphia police officer, 

Daniel Faulkner.  He now is serving a 

ñLife Without Paroleò sentence in Penn-

sylvaniaôs general prison population. 

Mumia is The United Statesô Most 

Internationally Renowned Political 

Prisoner 

   Mumia is known worldwide as a po-

litical prisoner, because of the political 

context of his arrest, sentencing and 

imprisonment.  

   He was arrested, tried, convicted and 

sentenced in the era of rampant police 

brutality, and also of activistsô re-

sistance, under former Philadelphia 

Mayor Frank Rizzo.  

   In that period, Mumia uncompromis-

ingly reported on police brutality and 

racism, exposing officialsô brutal as-

saults on the MOVE family & organiza-

tion, and on other national and interna-

tional revolutionary movements.  

   When he was found already shot at 

the scene of Officer Faulknerôs shoot-

ing, police brutally beat Mumia beyond 

recognition, then charged him with the 

officerôs shooting. He has been impris-

oned ever since, on the basis of a trial 

that systematically denied him due pro-

cess, involving prosecutorsô withhold-

ing of evidence, racial bias in juror se-

lection, and a judgeôs rampant bias.  

   Further, higher courts have routinely 

rejected Mumiaôs numerous appeals on 

the basis of exceptional rulings that de-

nied him the courtesy of court prece-

dents that often were extended to others 

who lodged the same appeals on the 

same grounds. 

Mumia is a Framed Man 

   A charge of killing a police officer is 

the hardest rap to beat, even when inno-

cent, especially for a revolutionary ac-

tivist of color. Nevertheless, the argu-

ments for Mumiaôs innocence are some 

of the strongest that can be made. He 

has maintained his innocence from the 

very beginning and to this day. Inde-

pendent journalists researching his case 

have set forth cogent grounds that Abu-

Jamal was framed (e.g. Patrick OôCon-

nor, The Framing of Mumia Abu-Jamal, 

2008).  

   Amnesty Internationa1, in its exten-

sive analysis of the case in 2000, called 

for ña new trial,ò holding that the origi-

nal trial ñwas irredeemably tainted by 

politics and race and failed to meet in-

ternational fair tria1al standards.ò  

   Even a lawyer writing for the main-

stream American Lawyer magazine, 

who was prone to call Mumia ñguilty,ò 

nevertheless still summarized at length 

the evidence for a police frame-up, an-

nouncing, ñIôm joining the óSave Mumi-

aô movement, here and nowò (Stuart 

Taylor, Jr., American Lawyer, Decem-

ber 1, 1995). 

Mumiaôs Case is a Primer for 

What Many Others Suffer 

   Mumiaôs case is a veritable primer on 

the kinds of abuse suffered by the black, 

brown and poor in the U.S. today. What 

happened to Mumia foregrounds starkly 

what many suffer in police encounters, 

in dealings with prosecutors, in trial and 

appellate courts, and in U.S. jails, pris-

ons and detention centers. Consider 

these links, below, between Mumiaôs 

own experience and what is suffered by 

others in the U.S. today: 

(1) Like so many othersô bodies, Mumi-

aôs body was subjected to a brutal beat-

ing by police, on the street and in his 

ambulance on way to the hospital, be-

fore any determination of guilt was even 

attempted. He was black, brown, poor ï 

therefore, vulnerable and beaten. Before 

that, he was subject to numerous cases 

of ñstop and friskò harassment. 

(2) As seen by all too many of the poor, 

today, who stand before judges, the 

prosecutors suppress evidence that 

might work in favor of defendants.  

   In Mumiaôs case, the fact of a fourth 

person being at the crime scene, who 

was the likely perpetrator (Kenneth 

Freeman) was never considered by 

Mumiaôs jury. The prosecutor in Mumi-

aôs case acknowledged during another 

trial that this fourth person was present 

at the crime scene where Mumia was 

arrested and beaten.  

   Both police and prosecutors also sup-

pressed an independent journalistôs pho-

tographs of the crime scene. Taken by 

Pedro Polakoff, these were the first pho-

tos taken at the scene. They disprove 

key points in the stateôs case and raise 

numerous other questions undermining 

the coherence of prosecutorsô case. 

These were never made available to the 

defense or jurors despite the photogra-

pherôs offering them to both police and 

prosecutors. 

(3) As experienced by many defendants 

of color, in Mumiaôs trial the D.A. used 

10-11 of its 15 ñperemptory challengesò 

to target black jurors for removal from 

potential service on Mumiaôs jury.  This 

left Mumia, from a community that was 

overwhelmingly black, with a ñjury of 

his peersò that was over 2/3 white.  

   Five years after Mumiaôs trial, a video 

training tape came to light detailing 

D.A. strategies to intentionally keep 

black jurors off juries when there are 

black defendants. 

(4) Along with many others, Mumia has 

suffered harsh constraints of the Anti-

Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty 

Act of 1996 that regulates the appeals 

process above the state level. This 1996 

act, passed when some of Mumiaôs 

strongest challenges to Pennsylvaniaôs 

courts were in process, limited federal 

powers of review over state court deci-

sions. This effectively blocked Mumiaôs 

chances, and those of others, in their 

attempts to gain relief for even their 

strong claims. Many of the 198 current-

ly on Pennsylvaniaôs death row, and 

among the more than 3,000 on U.S. 

death rows, have been at the mercy of 

state courts ever since this 1996 Act.  

   But Mumia has suffered this limita-

tion acutely in his state, having his ap-

peals denied repeatedly while othersô 

appeals have been granted for the same 

claims! A federal judge on the U.S. 

Third Circuit Court of Appeals himself 

noted this fact. The repeated practice of 

this denial to Mumia came to be called 

ñthe Mumia exception.ò 

(5) Along with numerous others 

throughout Pennsylvania, Mumia faced 

a biased judge who had an unusually 

high number of his capital trial deci-

sions reversed. That judge, Albert Sabo, 

also had been a member of a police un-

ion (the Fraternal Order of Police) and 

was heard in a court anteroom by a 

court stenographer to say of his work at 

Mumiaôs trial, ñYeah, and Iôm gonna 

help óem fry the n_____ .ò 

(6) Like all too many who go to trial 

without good defense counsel, Mumia 

was convicted in the absence of basic 

forensic evidence. The bullet that killed 

Officer Faulkner could not conclusively 

be matched to Abu-Jamalôs gun. The 

police also failed to perform routine 

tests on Abu-Jamalôs hands, which 

would have determined whether he had 

even shot a gun that night. 

(7) Finally, and again like the experi-

ences of many others in Philadelphia, 

Mumiaôs arrest and trial conviction 

were secured in an era when city police 

corruption was rampant. Less than two 

years before Mumiaôs trial, the Depart-

ment of Justice, in an unprecedented 

move filed a lawsuit against the Mayor 

and 21 city and police officials for 

abuse that ñshocks the conscienceò (the 

lawsuitôs words).  

   The officers who arrested and later 

brutalized Mumia came from the 6th 

District, which was under yet another 

federal investigation for police corrup-

tion, approved by the U.S. Attorney 

General under Ronald Reagan.  

   As a result, fully a third of the 35 of-

ficers involved in Mumiaôs case, includ-

ing the top officer at the crime scene, 

Inspector Alfonzo Giordano, were sub-

sequently convicted of corruption, ex-

tortion and tampering with evidence to 

obtain convictions. 

A Case for Mumia Abu -Jamalõs Innocence 
Written by The Campaign to Bring Mumia Home  (www.BringMumiaHome.com) 
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   Yesterday we filed our reply brief in 

Superior Court in support of Mumiaôs 

claims in the re-opened appeals. We fo-

cused on four arguments: 

(a) the Courtôs jurisdiction to hear this case 

notwithstanding the Pennsylvania Supreme 

Courtôs decision in Reid that most petition-

ers seeking to re-open their cases post Wil-

liams v. Pennsylvania cannot do so be-

cause their claims are not timely; 

(b) trial counselôs ineffectiveness in failing 

to present evidence that Robert Chobert 

was on probation at the time of his trial 

testimony; 

(c) the admissibility of Yvette Williamsôs 

declaration reporting what Cynthia White 

said to hear about lying against Mumia; 

and 

(d) racial discrimination in jury selection 

in violation of Batson. 

   Also yesterday, Maureen Faulkner 

sought permission, again, to intervene in 

the Superior Court. Essentially her argu-

ment is that the DA is not in her view rais-

ingðor at least not vigorously raisingða 

jurisdictional/timeliness argument, which 

she says reflects ongoing bias and the need 

for disqualification.  

March 18, 2021 Update From Mumiaõs 

Lawyers Judith Ritter and Sam Spital  
The Superior Court of PA claims it has 

no jurisdiction over the issues raised in 

the latest litigation in this case. Therefore 

this court has transferred all the pending 

issues to the PA Supreme Courté.The 

issues that the Superior Court is relin-

quishing to the PA Supreme Court are : 

1. Mumia's open appeals 

2. Request by Mumia's attorneys to re-

mand the case to the Court of Common 

Pleas, to investigate the new evidence 

found in the 6 boxes 

3. Maureen's petition to intervene in 

Mumia's open appeals . 

May 2O, 2021 Legal Update by Professor 

Johanna Fernández, From the Legal Team  

PHOTO: Mumia embraces his 

wife Wadiya after being trans-

ferred off death row in 2012. 



Recorded by Prison Radio 

on April 23, 2021 

Mumia:  You brothers of the Angola 

Three did an ungodly bit in the hole. 

How did the state justify locking you 

cats up for so long? 

Albert:  Well, given the unchecked 

and unchallenged power of the prison 

system in Louisiana, their basic justifi-

cation was the fact that Herman, Rob-

ert and I were fighting for our humani-

ty, fighting to maintain our dignity, 

pride, self-respect and self-worth.   

   They thought that was a threat to 

what they considered the only function 

of a prison. So that was the justifica-

tion. The infamous Warden Burl Cain 

even signed a deposition one time say-

ing that I was the most dangerous man 

in America, and since I've been out, I 

would like to think that my activities 

have proven him to be right. 

Mumia:  How did yôall endure 40 

years in the hole? 

Albert:  Ha! That's the most difficult 

question of all. I guess having a politi-

cal consciousness that came from be-

ing members of the Black Panther Par-

ty. They say knowledge is power, and 

we had a sense of what solitary con-

finement was designed for. And so 

over the decades, it was just having 

strength, determination, values and 

principles.  And we stayed active, you 

know. We looked to the society for 

inspiration, to the men and women, 

and in some cases the children, to peo-

ple fighting for changes in conditions, 

rather than turn our attention inside 

and allow prison culture to set exam-

ples about how we should live our 

lives. 

Mumia:  What gave y'all hope? 

Albert:  I had a wonderful family, 

you know, wonderful comrades who 

made up the International Coalition to 

Free the Angola 3, and we had a great 

legal team. But more than anything, 

what gave me hope was being with the 

guys I lived around, seeing people in 

society and the social struggles that 

were being waged, the sacrifices that 

were being made, the indomitable spir-

it that refused to be broken. Those 

were some of the things that inspired 

me.  

   One thing in particular was the de-

velopment of the Black Lives Matter 

movement, you know, which I think is 

a tremendous movement. And I was so 

proud to see all the young men and 

women involved in that movement 

come forward.  

   After getting out of prison and before 

the pandemic, when Robert and I were 

traveling together and speaking, we 

always asked the host to make it possi-

ble for us to meet some of the young 

leaders in the movement. So those are 

the things that gave me hope, you 

know, a lot of love of humanity, the 

indomitable spirit of the people and the 

continuous struggle that was going on 

in society. 

Albert:  Mumia my brother, given 

the preponderance 

of evidence exoner-

ating you and the 

lack of evidence 

against you, how 

does it feel to still 

be in prison? 

Mumia:  Brother 

Albert, in the spirit 

of the Angola 3, I 

salute you. You 

know, I think of the 

early days, even 

before my trial be-

gan, of a pretrial 

hearing. I'd read a 

law book, showing 

cases from the U.S. Supreme Court. So 

the hearing was based on the Constitu-

tion, right? Well, I went to the law li-

brary, read those actual cases and then 

drew up motions. I made a motion in 

court. The court promptly denied this 

motion.  

   I couldn't believe it! But it made me 

understand the court that most people 

meet when they first have a case, was-

n't bound by the Constitution or by 

Supreme Court rulings. They do what-

ever they want to do, because it really 

ain't about the law. It's about power.  

   Judge Sabo would later say, and I 

mean in open court 15 years later, in 

my case, ñJustice is just an emotional 

feeling.ò To quote Malcolm X: ñDon't 

be shocked when I say I was in prison. 

Long as you south of the Canadian 

border, you still in prison, so all power 

to people.ò 

Albert:  My brother, what was your 

most painful personal loss?         

Mumia:  The loss of my mother and 

daughter, Edith and Samiyah. I had 

dreams of walking with both of them 

in freedom. And of course, with other 

family members, brothers, sisters, 

cousins, brothers-in-law, Lydia, Jim-

my. They live in our memory and in 

our hearts. 

Albert:  Again my brother, what is 

your number one priority when free-

dom finally comes? 

 Mumia:  The same as it's always 

been: To serve the people, to work on 

their behalf, to work for a world where 

true Black Liberation is a reality, not 

just words. As the Rastas say: freedom 

is a must.  

Thank you brother Woodfox. 

Albert Woodfox of the Angola 3 and Mumia Abu -Jamal Interview Each Other  

PHOTO: Albert Woodfox enjoys a canoe ride 

shortly after his February 19, 2016 release. 

   Albert Woodfox got out of prison on 

February 19, 2016, after spending 43 

years in isolation, that is to say, in soli-

tary confinement.  Robert Hillary King 

had been released on February 8, 2001, 

and Herman Wallace on October 1, 

2013, three days before he died of can-

cer. They are known as the ñAngola 3ò 

for organizing a chapter of the Black 

Panthers in a prison widely recognized 

as the most violent in the country on a 

former slave plantation in Angola, Lou-

isiana, which continued to function in 

much the same way. 

   In this autobiographical work, Albert 

Woodfox tells us of his childhood and 

youth in the Black community of 

Trem® in New Orleans, his incarcera-

tion in Angola and other prisons, his 

dawning consciousness, and the work 

of the Angola 3. He writes about what 

they achieved in conditions of torture 

and white supremacy as well as the 

support they received from the New 

Orleans Panthers and others. At every 

step of the way, he reflects on his anxi-

eties, hits and misses, and what he 

learned. 

   Albert and Herman were framed for 

the murder of prison guard Brent Wil-

liams, and King was set up for the mur-

der of another prisoner in Angola. All 

were given life sentences. For years, 

the three fought their own cases as they 

worked to organize a chapter of the 

Black Panthers, struggling to bring 

about changes in the conditions in the 

fields, and against the prison sex-trade 

business and body-cavity strip search-

es. They organized an anti-rape squad 

and held a long hunger strike against 

the filthy conditions in which food was 

delivered. They also encouraged self-

education and led study groups. 

   The Angola 3 spent decades in soli-

tary confinement, both in the unit 

known as Closed Cell Restriction 

(CCR) and in even harsher areas such 

as the infamous Camp J. They knew 

from their own experience that solitary 

confinement was torture and began to 

organize protests, write about it and 

initiate lawsuits in the courts. Their 

struggles were repeatedly opposed by 

Angola prison director Burl Cain and 

Louisiana Attorney General Buddy 

Caldwell, who both argued that Albert 

and Herman could not be allowed to 

live in the general population because 

they would be stirring up the other pris-

oners with their ñBlack Pantherism.ò 

   As the false charges against the An-

gola 3 became more widely known, 

they gained new supporters including 

former political prisoner Geronimo Ji 

Jaga, Anita Roddick in England, U. S. 

Representative John Conyers and the 

widow of Brent Miller, Leontine 

ñTeenieò Rogers. 

   After King was released in 2001, he 

worked nonstop with New Orleans 

Panther Malik Rahim, other former 

Panthers and activists, and a team of 

excellent lawyers to free Herman and 

Albert. 

   Hermanôs death immediately after his 

release in 2013 was heartbreaking for 

Albert and King, and they carried his 

legacy with them as they worked for 

and finally gained Albertôs freedom on 

his birthday in 2016. 

   After spending time with family and 

friends, Albert visited Yosemite Na-

tional Park ï something he had always 

dreamed about. 

   Since then, Albert and King have 

traveled all over the world, talking 

about their experiences and building a 

movement to end the torture of solitary 

confinement. 

   Albert says: ñDonôt give upéFor 44 

years I defied the state of Louisiana and 

the Department of Corrections. Their 

main objective was to break my spirit. 

They did not break meéI did not lose 

my humanity. 

   I bear the scars of beatings, loneli-

ness, isolation and persecution. I am 

also marked by every kindness.ò 

  (Visit: www.angola3news.com) 

òThey Did Not Break MeóñA Review of Albert Woodfoxõs 2019 Autobiography  

Written by Carolina Saldaña from 

Amigxs de Mumia en Mexico   
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By Carolina Saldaña from   

Amigxs de Mumia en México 

(www.amigosdemumiamx.blog)  

   The Yaqui political prisoner Fiden-

cio Aldama P®rez has spent more than 

four years in prison in Sonora, Mexico, 

for a crime he did not commit. Without 

a bit of evidence against him, this 

member of the Community Guard in 

the town of 1,500 people, Loma de 

B§cum, has been sentenced to 18 years 

in prison for allegedly shooting and 

killing an intruder. 

   In truth, Fidencio is condemned for 

taking part in community resistance 

against a natural gas pipeline on Yaqui 

territory with a station in his town, one 

of many megaprojects that contami-

nate, privatize, plunder and destroy the 

lands of indigenous peoples. The So-

nora Pipeline is part of a larger net-

work for moving natural gas from the 

United States into Mexico. The Sem-

pra Energy Company based in San Di-

ego operates through its Mexican sub-

sidiary IEnora, which has invested 

more than 8,769 billion dollars in the 

country, and bought off a number of 

the leaders in other towns in surround-

ing Yaqui territory with money, water 

purifiers, fancy cars and pickup trucks.      

   According to the Fidencio Aldama 

Support Group, before being unjustly 

imprisoned, Fidencio loved to play 

soccer with his children and neighbors. 

The talented singer and musician plays 

the guitar, bass, accordion, and flute. 

He has long practiced, taught and 

strengthened the culture and traditions 

of the Yaqui people by playing guitar 

in traditional Yaqui ceremonies and 

participating in communal dances. His 

vision is that of a Yaqui territory that 

fully belongs to the Yaqui people and 

from which no one can be displaced. 

   It was the women of Loma de B§cum 

who headed up the resistance against 

the destruction of their small town. 

They took the lead in exposing the 

plans for the pipeline as a violation of 

territorial integrity that would affect 

homes, plots of land, streams, vegeta-

tion, and drainage ditches, and would 

cause severe environmental, social, 

and cultural damage.  They won sup-

port from women in four other towns. 

They organized a community consulta-

tion, and the majority of people in Lo-

ma B§cum said no, they didnôt want 

the pipeline. They went through legal 

procedures and won an injunction in 

which a judge suspended construction 

and ordered the removal of the pipe-

line. But the construction company 

ignored the judgeôs order and contin-

ued to build it. It became obvious that 

the people themselves would have to 

stop it. In October of 2017, the compa-

ny invaded Loma de B§cum with an 

enormous excavator, a sign that it was 

ready to impose its will on the commu-

nity. But this was not to be. 

   In a community assembly the towns-

people came up with a highly original 

plan and immediately began to put it 

into action. They seized the excavator, 

dug down deep into the earth until they 

reached the pipeline, used a blowtorch 

to cut it into little pieces, then took 

these to Ciudad Obreg·n, 

and sold them as scrap 

metal. There would be no 

pipeline station in Loma 

de B§cum.  

   It didnôt take long for 

reprisals to begin. On Oc-

tober 21, 2017, a group of 

more than 500 heavily 

armed men from other Ya-

qui towns rode into Loma 

de B§cum firing on every-

body and everything that 

moved. As community 

people responded in kind, 

one of the intruders was 

killed. A week later Fiden-

cio Aldama was arrested, 

charged with homicide and 

immediately locked up in 

prison. It was only after he 

was in custody that he was 

shown an alleged arrest 

warrant. The evidence 

against him consisted of 

a picture of Fidencio 

carrying a pistol as a 

member of the Commu-

nity Guard. But the pis-

tol that he carried was of 

a different caliber than 

that of the gun used to 

kill the assailant.  

   Since then, FidencioËs 

wife Carmen and her 

family have organized 

support for him as they 

continue to oppose the 

plans of government and 

industry to reap untold 

profits from Yaqui terri-

tory. Meanwhile, the 

men, women and chil-

dren of the community 

are engaged in the agro-

ecological planting of 

vegetable gardens. From 

his prison cell, Fidencio has held a 

hunger strike, organized support 

among other prisoners, and written one 

letter after another to the relevant au-

thorities against his unjust imprison-

ment and against the web of pipelines 

geared to violate Yaqui territory. Exec-

utives of IEnora have railed against the 

acts of opposition to the pipeline and 

filed suit in a court of law.  

   ñIf you continue building the pipe-

line, we are going to continue selling it 

as scrap metal,ò said Guadalupe Mal-

donado Flores, a Yaqui comrade.  

A Call for Letters and Artwork 

for Fidencio 

   From June 20 to 26, 2021, the Fiden-

cio Aldama Support Group is calling 

for art creation and letter writing in 

solidarity with Fidencio and his com-

munity in struggle, Loma de B§cum. 

Please create a piece of art or write a 

letter to Fidencio during this week. 

   How to do it? The support group 

sends these specifications: 

Letter Writing: 

   Because Fidencio cannot receive 

mail in prison, the support group will 

be collecting all letters and ensuring 

that they are hand-delivered to him. 

Please email a photo of your letter to: 

fidenciolibre@protonmail.com.  

While Fidencio may not be able to re-

ply to all letters, if you would like, 

please include your contact info either 

within the letter or separately in the 

email. As always, be aware that the 

State will also be reading your letter.  

Fidencio speaks Spanish and Jiaki. 

However, letters in English are also 

welcome and encouraged. The support 

group will translate them into Spanish 

and will translate any replies into Eng-

lish. 

Artwork: 

Å Please use letter or A4-sized 

paper for your work. 

Å Scan your work using a resolu-

tion of 300 to 600 dpi. 

Å Save the work as a .tiff or .png 

file. 

Å Email your work to us at fi-

denciolibre@protonmail.com. 

Å Let us know if itôs okay to 

share your work, create stickers, post-

ers, t-shirts or more out of it, and how 

you would like to be credited. 

   Although this letter and art campaign 

is scheduled for one week, your letters 

to Fidencio in the coming months will 

be greatly appreciated and are a way to 

help win his release. Please donôt hesi-

tate to write to him.  

New Bilingual Wehsite 

In April of this year a new website in 

Spanish and English was launched to 

expand solidarity efforts with Fidencio 

Aldama, his family, and the communi-

ty of Loma de B§cum. At this site, you 

can download information, updates 

photos and videos on his case and the 

ongoing work to obtain his freedom. 

You can also see where to write Fiden-

cio a letter or donate money to his soli-

darity fund ð a direct way to help 

with legal costs and material support.   

Visit: www.fidencioaldama.org   

Free Yaqui Political Prisoner Fidencio Aldama!  

PHOTO: Fidencio behind the prison walls. 

Written March 18, 2021 

   The A3 are calling on all people to 

sign the Color of Change petition as 

we continue to demand the immediate 

release of Mumia Abu-Jamal.  

   Mumiaôs case has always been a 

travesty of justice and he has suffered 

ill health in recent years. Now Mumia 

is suffering from Covid 19, in addition 

to congestive heart failure, liver cirrho-

sis and a painful skin condition.  

   He has been locked up for 39 years - 

30 of them in solitary confinement. 

This is nothing less than torture.  

   Mumia is a journalist, author, activ-

ist, prisoner mentor, friend, father and 

grandfather.  

   He has always fought for all of our 

human rights from inside prison walls. 

Please fight for his human rights today. 

   Mumia!  We stand with you, along 

with millions.  

   All Power to the People! 

Albert Woodfox and Robert King (A3)                   

(PHOTO: Robert H Kingô walks 

out of the prison gates in 2001.) 

Albert Woodfox & Robert King of the Angola 3 support the Color of Change petition to DA Krasner  



Activists Counter Anti -Asian Violence Through Community Safety Initiatives: 

òPolicing has never been an effective response to violence because the police 

are agents of white supremacyó  

Written by Victoria Law, Truthout.org         

March 24, 2021 
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   Stop AAPI Hate, a national coalition 

formed to address anti-Asian violence 

during the pandemic, reported that 

Asians and Asian Americans reported 

approximately 3,800 racist incidents, 

including threats and physical attacks, 

this past year. More than two-thirds of 

those reports were about violence 

against Asian women. 

   Reported anti-Asian violence has 

soared since Donald Trump initially 

blamed the coronavirus on China, call-

ing it ñthe China virusò and ñkung fluò 

from his bully pulpit as president. Even 

after his ouster from the White House, 

his remarks linking the coronavirus 

with China continues to spark harass-

ment, threats and violence against 

Asians and Asian Americans across the 

U.S. 

   On March 16, this violence caught 

national attention after suspected gun-

man Robert Aaron Long, a white 21-

year-old, opened fire on three Atlanta-

area massage parlors, killing eight, six 

of whom were Asian and Asian Ameri-

can women. Longôs arrest did not deter 

others from engaging in random vio-

lence against Asians, particularly those 

seen as vulnerable. The following day 

in San Francisco, a 39-year-old white 

man reportedly attacked first an 83-

year-old Vietnamese man, and then 

attacked 75-year-old Xiao Zhen Xie, 

who picked up a stick and fought back, 

sending her assailant to the hospital 

handcuffed to a gurney. Xie, who was 

also taken to the hospital for treatment, 

suffered two black eyes, one of which 

is still swollen and cannot open, as 

well as severe post-traumatic stress 

disorder from the unprovoked attack. 

In New York City, five attacks were 

reported over the weekend. 

   Politicians in cities with large Asian 

populations have condemned these as-

saults, calling for increased policing. 

Police departments have announced 

they will increase policing in Asian 

communities. These announcements 

have been denounced by many Asian 

and Asian American 

advocacy organizations, 

which have noted that 

law enforcement, in-

cluding police and im-

migration authorities, 

have not kept their com-

munities or residents 

safe, and instead act as 

perpetrators of racial-

ized and xenophobic 

violence. 

   Calls for policing ig-

nore community-based 

safety efforts, both those 

created over the past 

year as well as more 

long-standing efforts. 

They also ignore the long history of 

systemic violence against Asians and 

Asian Americans. In the week that fol-

lowed the shootings, marches, protests 

and mass demonstrations were held 

across the U.S.; in many, attendees 

called for an end to anti-Asian violence 

while also rejecting calls for more po-

licing. 

   On March 18, two days after the 

shooting, more than 200 racial justice, 

sex worker, and a wide variety of ad-

vocacy organizations co-signed a state-

ment by Red Canary Song, a New 

York City-based collective of Asian 

sex workers, massage workers and al-

lies, highlighting the stigma against sex 

work, as well as the racialized and gen-

dered nature of the Atlanta attack, and 

refuting the claim that police provide 

safety. 

   ñPolicing has never been an effective 

response to violence because the police 

are agents of white supremacy,ò the 

statement read. ñPolicing has never 

kept sex workers or massage workers 

or immigrants safe.ò 

   Red Canary Song was created in re-

sponse to police violence against sex 

workers and massage workers. In No-

vember 2017, police raided a massage 

parlor in Flushing, New York. Yang 

Song, a 38-year-old massage worker, 

fell to her death from a fourth-floor 

apartment when police attempted to 

arrest her for allegedly engaging in sex 

work. Song had previously been sex-

ually assaulted by a person claiming to 

be a police officer and arrested on sex 

work allegations two months before. 

   Red Canary Song initially formed to 

provide legal support for Songôs family 

and assist with funeral expenses. The 

group then expanded to offer support 

for other massage workers, connecting 

them with legal help and medical re-

sources. Organizers also worked with 

other groups to monitor the cityôs hu-

man trafficking courts and joined De-

crim New York, a coalition demanding 

that New York decriminalize sex work. 

   By the time COVID hit the U.S., Red 

Canary Song had built relationships 

through two years of door-knocking, 

assistance and advocacy. Learning that 

many of their contacts had lost income, 

the collective shifted to mutual aid ef-

forts ð providing groceries and cash 

assistance to out-of-work massage 

workers on a bimonthly basis. 

   Yves Nguyen, a Red Canary Song 

organizer, told Truthout that the organ-

ization typically plans to provide gro-

ceries and cash to 50 people, but at 

times, more people show up than antic-

ipated, forcing volunteers to recalculate 

both funds and food on the fly. 

   ñOur big dream is community sup-

port,ò Nguyen said, adding that Red 

Canary Song would like to see ñmore 

community-designated resources, not 

just our small collective handing out 

groceries and giving out cash aid.ò 

This dream goes hand in hand with 

decriminalization, which would pre-

vent police from exploiting and as-

saulting people who engage in massage 

work, regardless of whether they are 

also engaging in sex work. 

   Meanwhile, ñmutual aid is keeping 

people safe [by] meeting peopleôs 

needs in the immediate that are not 

being met by the systems that are in 

place,ò Nguyen said, noting that these 

same systems criminalize Asian mi-

grants, including massage workers, 

assuming that they are all engaged in 

criminalized activity. ñWeôre meeting 

peopleôs needs by giving them money, 

food, supplies, etc., so that they can 

survive and build and transform the 

world.ò 

ñCall on Me, Not the Copsò 

   In February 2021, after a video of a 

young Black man violently shoving a 

91-year-old Asian man went viral, ac-

tors Daniel Dae Kim and Daniel Wu 

offered a $25,000 reward for infor-

mation about the assailant(s). Their 

offer drew criticism from Asian and 

Asian American organizers, who com-

pared it to a bounty at the expense of 

Black people upholding the white su-

premacist policing system that system-

atically targets and kills Black people. 

   Cayden Mak, executive director of 

18 Million Rising, a national digital 

advocacy organization for Asian 

Americans, noted that the actorsô offer 

ñcompletely takes agency away from 

the community. Asian American com-

munity orgs have been working on po-

lice alternatives here for ages.ò 

   18 Million Rising began in 2012, the 

same year that Florida teenager 

Trayvon Martin was murdered. His 

death immediately set the stage for the 

group to challenge members to think 

about safety beyond policing. At the 

same time, organizers partnered with 

groups supporting people in prison and 

immigrant detention, writing letters to 

incarcerated and detained people and 

participating in anti-deportation cam-

paigns. 

   ñWhite supremacy is invested in pit-

ting us against each other,ò Mak told 

Truthout. In 2020, 18 Million Rising 

put out ñCall On Me, Not The Cops.ò 

It was an abolitionist tool for Asians 

and Asian Americans to use when talk-

                Continued on page 7... 

PHOTO: Anti-AAPI violence protest in Philadelphia on March 25. These signs 

depict Xiao Zhen Xie, the 75-year-old Asian woman who fought off an attacker 

in San Francisco. Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Betsey Piette. 

PHOTO: Pam Africa in Harlem, New York City on May 19, 2021 
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ing with family members about safety, 

policing and police violence against 

Black people. It also served as a way 

to talk about the racial divides encour-

aged by decades of government poli-

cies restricting resources, sensationalist 

media stories pitting Black and Asian 

communities against one another, and 

fears about street violence. 

   The letter, which is available in 12 

languages, notes the desire for safety 

ð and that that desire should not come 

at the expense of Black lives. ñWe 

want the world to be safer, and that 

means changing what we do,ò it states, 

urging family members to call each 

other, a friend or a neighbor when they 

are scared or need help. ñCalling 

someone else instead of the police is a 

safer option for you and everyone in-

volved. I want you to know I love and 

care for you and we can make a safety 

plan together that doesnôt involve the 

police.ò 

   Mak also points to ongoing efforts in 

Oakland to ensure community safety 

ð efforts that would have benefited 

greatly from Kimôs and Wuôs $25,000 

offer. This includes the Community 

Ambassador Program, originally estab-

lished by Asian Health Services and 

the Asian Prisoner Support Committee, 

to allow formerly incarcerated people 

to rebuild their relationships with the 

community. Now, members, who are 

not always formerly incarcerated, act 

as volunteer patrols to both deter ran-

dom street violence and help residents, 

including acting as escorts to elders 

and others on their daily errands 

around the neighborhood. 

ñWeôre Here for Our Communityò 

   There is a rich (and often underre-

ported) history of cross-racial solidari-

ty in the US. Some of the newer safety 

efforts continue that legacy. 

   In Oakland, Jacob Azevedo, a 26-

year-old Latino, put out a call to pro-

vide an escort to anyone in Chinatown 

who felt unsafe on the streets. Four 

others immediately responded to his 

call and in February 2021, Compassion 

in Oakland was created. The group 

now has hundreds of volunteers who 

work in pods to escort seniors and oth-

er vulnerable people on their daily er-

rands, as well as provide translation 

services and help those with limited 

English or computer skills. 

   In New York, what started as a safe-

ty initiative to prevent assaults against 

women quickly expanded to encom-

pass safety for Chinatown residents. 

Peter Kerre, a Black Brooklyn resident 

and founder of Street Riders NYC, saw 

photos of several women who had 

been badly beaten at the Morgan Ave-

nue subway station in Brooklyn. Kerre 

put out a call on social media for vol-

unteers to escort residents who felt 

unsafe. Hundreds responded. Now, 

people who need an escort can send a 

message in English, Chinese or Span-

ish through SafeWalks NYCôs 

webpage or Instagram and be walked 

home by a pair of escorts sporting 

bright yellow and orange safety vests. 

   In February, SafeWalks expanded to 

Manhattanôs Chinatown, where volun-

teers spread the word through fliers 

and word-of-mouth. ñWeôre here for 

our community and ready to go into 

the fire, not to fight but to just show up 

for our neighbors,ò Kerre told Bush-

wick Daily. ñItôs about compassion.ò 

ñWe Have to Build Relationshipsò 

   The Massage Parlor Outreach Project 

(MPOP) began in 2018 to support mas-

sage workers in Seattleôs Chinatown/

International District. Organizers took 

inspiration from labor organizers in 

Hong Kong and China, who utilized 

hot pot and shared meals to cultivate 

space for worker resistance. 

   In 2019, the Seattle Police Depart-

ment raided nearly a dozen massage 

parlors on the pretext of rescuing traf-

ficking victims. But, said MPOP or-

ganizer Shuxuan, the people arrested 

were charged not with trafficking, but 

with money laundering and promoting 

prostitution. Those not arrested were 

displaced, leaving them more vulnera-

ble to economic exploitation and vio-

lence. 

   The raids pushed MPOP organizers 

to organize around safety in spite of 

policing and raids. But doing so, Shux-

uan told Truthout, meant building rela-

tionships, a process that takes time. ñIf 

we donôt have trust, then no matter 

what happens, they wonôt look [to us] 

for support. We need to build relation-

ships before another raid or deporta-

tion happens.ò 

   MPOP visited massage workers each 

month, bringing care packages con-

taining candy, fruits and feminine hy-

giene supplies. Each package also con-

tained a zine in Chinese with infor-

mation about Seattle labor laws and 

health care, including places that did 

not ask about immigration status. 

   When COVID hit, MPOP continued 

visiting on a bimonthly basis. The 

group included information in Chinese 

about COVID, including prevention, 

testing and now vaccinations, as well 

as local politics, such as the Black 

Lives Matter/Defund the Police pro-

tests that were either underreported or 

demonized in Chinese-language media. 

Shuxuan said that many of the workers 

saw their incomes drop by half or even 

two-thirds; some began asking for 

MPOPôs assistance in navigating un-

employment insurance or for assis-

tance applying for small-business 

grants. 

   The day after the Atlanta shootings, 

Shuxuan and other MPOP organizers 

visited the dozen massage parlors that 

remain in the International District. 

Half of the workers they spoke to had 

not heard about the shootings, which 

had yet to be covered in the Chinese-

language media. Those who had felt 

unsafe. COVID had already decreased 

the number of workers in some parlors; 

in one instance, a woman was attacked 

by a man who noticed that she often 

appeared to be the only person work-

ing in the parlor. They discussed safety 

strategies ð leaving for work earlier, 

walking with their boyfriends, and be-

ing more cautious when opening the 

door to an unknown client. Some sug-

gested that community-based patrols 

and self-defense classes would help. 

None said they wanted more policing. 

   At 9:30 am on Monday, March 22, 

approximately 200 people gathered at 

Seattleôs Hing Hay Park for a vigil 

commemorating those killed in Atlan-

ta. The morning vigil was scheduled so 

that massage workers could attend be-

fore work. The attendees included Na-

tive organizers with the Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women, who 

tied the shootings to the legacy of co-

lonialism, as well as Black sex workers 

who showed up in solidarity for their 

Asian sisters. 

   Incarcerated Asian and Pacific Is-

landers penned a solidarity statement 

(which did not arrive before the vigil). 

ñThe message is about cross-racial sol-

idarity,ò Shuxuan reflected. ñWe all 

need to see white supremacy and colo-

nialism as the enemy.ò 

ðVictoria Law is a freelance journal-

ist and author. She frequently writes 

about the intersections between mass 

incarceration, gender and resistance. 

Her website is: www.victorialaw.net 

...Continued from page 6:   

Countering Anti-Asian Violence 

2021 Book by Victoria Law: 

   An accessible guide for activ-

ists, educators, and all who are 

interested in understanding 

how the prison system oppress-

es communities and harms indi-

viduals. 

   The US incarcerates more of 

its residents than any other na-

tion. Though home to 5% of the 

global population, the US has 

nearly 25% of the worldôs pris-

onersða total of over 2 million 

people. This number continues 

to steadily rise. Over the past 

40 years, the number of people 

behind bars in the US has in-

creased by 500%. 

   Journalist Victoria Law ex-

plains how racism and social 

control were the catalysts for 

mass incarceration and have 

continued to be its driving force: 

from the post-Civil War laws 

that states passed to imprison 

former slaves, to the laws 

passed under the ñWar Against 

Drugsò campaign that dispro-

portionately imprison Black 

people. She breaks down these 

complicated issues into four 

main parts: 

  1. The rise and cause of mass 

incarceration 

   2. Myths about prison 

   3. Misconceptions about in-

carcerated people 

   4. How to end mass incarcer-

ation 

   Through research and inter-

views with incarcerated people, 

Law identifies the 21 key myths 

that propel and maintain mass 

incarceration, people into drug 

treatment. 

   ñPrisons Make Us Saferò is a 

necessary guide for all who are 

interested in learning about the 

cause and rise of mass incar-

ceration and how we can dis-

mantle it. 

www.resistancebehindbars.org 

   The August Rebellionðthe 

name of a historic 1974 uprising 

of women prisonersðshould re-

sound throughout the world, but 

it is tragically unknown, even 

among most of the Left. Protest-

ing the brutal beating of a fellow 

prisoner, the inmates at New 

York's maximum-security Bed-

ford Hills prison fought off 

guards, holding seven of them 

hostage and taking over sections 

of the facility. This is just one ex-

ample of many little-known sto-

ries of struggle inside women's 

prisons and outside their walls. 

   Resistance Behind Bars pro-

vides much-needed documenta-

tion of collective organizing and 

the daily struggles inside wom-

en's prisons.  
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Note from the Jamal Journal:  This 

May 9, 2007 article by Hans Bennett of 

Journalists for Mumia was first pub-

lished by the SF Bay View Newspaper 

with the title: ñTyrants Hate Free 

Speech: Police intimidate Mumia sup-

porters as May 17 court date looms.ò 

   "I received nothing less than 10 or 15 

death threats over the last four weeks 

from so-called Philadelphia police of-

ficers. I assured them that I would 

show up today, so they would have an 

opportunity to kill me. They've intimi-

dated and scared folks. They've done 

what the Ku Klux Klan has always 

done in America: terrified Black peo-

ple, poor people, immigrants and good 

white people" into stepping down and 

not confronting racism, declared Sgt. 

DeLacy Davis, of Black Cops Against 

Police Brutality. 

   Davis was speaking at an April 24 

event in Philadelphia organized by 

supporters of Black death-row journal-

ist Mumia Abu-Jamal. Widely consid-

ered to be a political prisoner, Abu-

Jamal was convicted of killing white 

Philadelphia police officer Daniel 

Faulkner in a 1982 trial that Amnesty 

International has declared a "violation 

of minimum international standards 

that govern fair trial procedures and 

the use of the death penalty," 

   Hundreds had gathered in Philadel-

phia on April 24 to celebrate Abu-

Jamal's birthday and to publicize his 

upcoming oral argument before the 

federal 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals in 

Philadelphia on May 17. 

   The event was met by a counter-

demonstration of over a hundred plain-

clothes police officers - a culmination 

of recent intimidation tactics by the 

Fraternal Order of Police, who have 

long been key opponents of a new trial 

for Abu-Jamal. 

   Condemning both the police counter-

demonstration and the death threats he 

had reported, Sgt. Davis passionately 

declared that "the behavior and tactics" 

he had observed from police outside 

was "exactly" what he had witnessed 

from the Ku Klux Klan. "It is 

that intimidation factor that we 

have to address and deal with." 

   Other guest speakers on April 

24 criticized the recent FOP in-

timidation. Emphasizing the long 

history of resistance to U.S. rac-

ism, Philadelphia journalist Linn 

Washington told the crowd that 

"this struggle today around 

Mumia is not new." 

   Washington then cited the 19th 

century Black journalist and abo-

litionist, Frederick Douglass, 

who observed, "Tyrants hate free 

speech." Pointing to the large 

police counter-protest outside the 

building, he asked, "If the evi-

dence against Mumia is as over-

whelming as it is claimed to be, 

why is there such a shrill reac-

tion" to someone questioning the 

evidence? 

   In his column written the previ-

ous week in the Black Philadelphia 

Tribune newspaper, Washington docu-

mented how the April 24 event had to 

change locations after police intimida-

tion of the previous Clef Club venue. 

He wrote that the "anti-Abu-Jamal bar-

rage of emails and telephone calls un-

leashed on the Clef Club included dec-

larations perilously close to terroristic 

threats." 

   Earlier that month, an April 15 hip 

hop concert and fundraiser for Mumia 

organized by youth in New York City 

was also forced to relocate when police 

intimidated the owner of the Remote 

Lounge. The Amsterdam News, the 

venerable Black Harlem-based paper, 

reported that "after receiving 16 cita-

tions, thousands of dollars in fines and 

allegedly malicious threats, the night 

club owner canceled the concert, two 

days before the scheduled event." 

   Acting as the NYC Free Mumia Coa-

lition's legal representative, attorney 

Michael Tarif Warren later declared at 

a press conference outside City Hall 

that "the police engaged in a conspira-

cy to close this event to prevent a wor-

thy cause." Quoted by Amsterdam 

News, Warren called for "a fair hear-

ing to air the legal improprieties" of 

the NYPD. 

   Comments posted by police officers 

on the infamous NYPD "RANT" blog 

website detailed the intimidation cam-

paign. One post stated, "This f--ker 

should be dead, we should ruin this 

event and make life miserable for eve-

ry f-ing Hollywood liberal scum liker 

that shows up, fry Mumia." 

   Other posts threatened to send the 

violent Hells Angels motorcycle gang 

into the Remote Lounge, set up road 

blocks, send in undercover police, lure 

people with prostitutes, write up tick-

ets, throw citations on the club and 

more. 

   After the event was forced to relo-

cate, an April 15 thread on the 

"RANT" site was titled "NY Mumia 

Hip Hop Benefit Rally Gets Bitch 

Slapped." One post under the name 

"Philadelphia Police Highway Patrol" 

said: "A sincere thank you to all of my 

NYPD brothers and sisters. You men 

and women are truly the best!" 

   Several other posts continued to 

boast of their actions with comments 

like "good job guys , fðk you mumia 

you dirty savage," "I'm shocked, 

amazed, and feel a warm glow! Great 

work. Outstanding!!!," "16 citations - 

and guess what the hits are gonna keep 

coming you f--k wad," "Does anyone 

sell Mumia targets, so I can keep his 

cause alive in spirit?" 

   Another wrote: "Everything I know 

about islam I learned on 9/11." 

   One post used imagery that explicitly 

drew the connection to the brutal histo-

ry of U.S. lynchings, where Black vic-

tims of racist white mobs were literally 

burned alive, stating that "I'm waiting 

for Mumia to be well done on the rotis-

serie." 

   Yet another post used the racist 

"Sambo" dialect attributed to African 

Americans for so many years in main-

stream culture: "OH SNAP!!! da venue 

be changed? i hopez publik transpota-

tion be making itz way ova dere fo 

me!" 

First published by the SF Bay View Newspaper: ñI Canôt Breatheò anti-

lynching artwork dedicated to Eric Garner and the hundreds murdered by 

AmeriKKKan police every year. Artwork by Kevin ñRashidò Johnson 264847; 

Wabash Valley Correctional Facility; P.O. Box 500, Carlisle IN 47838 

From The Archives: "I'm Waiting for Mumia to Be Well Done on the Rotisserie" 

ñThe SF Bay View National Black Newspaper exposes the FOP -led lynch mob 

that wants Mumia Abu -Jamal dead  

Jamal Journal:  In their recent SF Bay View arti-

cles, both Pam Africa and Dr. Ricardo Alvarez criti-

cize page 5 of DA Krasnerôs Feb. 3, 2021 brief filed 

in opposition to Mumiaôs appeals. In the Feb. 3 

brief, Krasner endorses the official police version of 

Mumiaôs arrest by writing that Mumia ñresisted ar-

restò and ñrefused to walkò into the hospital.  

What is your response to Krasnerôs Feb. 3 brief? 

Mark Lewis Taylor: Well, I think that both Pam 

Africa and Ricardo Alvarez make their cases quite 

well for disproving these points as they occur in 

Krasnerôs brief. Also, Pamôs and Ricardoôs claims 

have been underscored numerous times by several of 

Mumiaôs attorneys. 

   What is further concerning about Krasnerôs argu-

ing these points is that, to my knowledge, while his 

brief introduces no new characters or events into 

prosecutorsô view of the crime, it does rephrase the 

story in slight but significant ways. In the brief, the 

DAôs Office is not recreating a new story, but the 

arrest scenario is tweaked so as to emphasize many 

of the excuses that we now receive from police who 

handle protestors or who rationalize their killing of 

Black, Brown and Indigenous peoples in the U.S. 

Doesnôt this language sound familiar ï ñresisting 

arrest,ò ñwould not walkò or was ñreaching for a 

gunò? This language is consistent with current state 

powerôs attempts to rationalize and describe police 

beatings and killings of protestors and others. 

   The police have still not provided an account for 

the evident physical battery that Mumia suffered at 

the hands of the police upon his arrest. Mumia was 

so badly beaten, said his sister, Lydia, that she hard-

ly recognized him. Mumia has recounted how, after 

being shot, he was also beaten and rammed into a 

street light pole. In all likelihood, he was beaten 

more in the back of a paddy wagon headed for the 

hospital before being dumped on the floor of its ER. 

Instead of considering any of this as possible, Kras-

nerôs brief foregrounds notions about Mumia 

ñreaching for a gunò that an Officer Shoemaker re-

ports seeing ñeight inches away from Mumiaôs 

hand?ò 

   Krasner knows cops have been found lying and 

has himself spoken out about police disinformation 

and perjured testimony. So, why not consider them 

to be lying about this story? The brief says Mumia 

was ñresisting arrestò and then is reported to have 

ñrefused to walkò? This language is especially pass-

able and plausible for that part of the public ï still all 

too many ï who today buy into copsô arguments de-

                                   Continued on page 9... 

ñBattering Mumia as they did that morning qualifies as an attempted lynching.ò  
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By Linn Washington Jr. 

(thiscantbehappening.net) 

April 16, 2021 

   A poignant plea from a group of pu-

pils at a Philadelphia charter school 

sent recently to Philadelphiaôs top 

prosecutor ð that sought release of an 

inmate widely considered as falsely 

incarcerated ð prompted a barrage of 

vile threats against those students and 

one of their teachers from opponents 

of that inmate. 

   Ironically, that menacing triggered 

by publication of that plea in a Phila-

delphia newspaper, paralleled actions 

and inactions by Pennsylvania state 

prison authorities involving that in-

mate. Prison authorities seemingly 

proved positions contained in the letter 

those middle school students sent to 

Philadelphia District Attorney Larry 

Krasner. 

   That plea from those pupils con-

cerned Mumia Abu-Jamal, the inmate 

widely considered a political prisoner. 

Emergency Heart Surgery 

   Recently Pennsylvania prison au-

thorities rushed Abu-Jamal to a hospi-

tal for heart surgery related to clogged 

arteries according to his supporters 

during a virtual press conference held 

to present his plight. 

   Abu-Jamal, convicted in 1982 for 

the murder of a Philadelphia police-

man during a controversial trial, con-

tracted COVID-19 earlier this year. 

That COVID compounded other medi-

cal maladies of Abu-Jamal that relate 

to negligent health care while incarcer-

ated, his supporters declare. 

   The studentôs letter to DA Krasner 

stated in part, ñMumia is vulnerable 

because he is a 66-year-old elder. 

Mumiaôs doctor said that the only cure 

for Mumiaôs medical problems is his 

freedom. We feel strongly that Mumia 

should be let out of prison because the 

prison is the reason he has COVID-19. 

Itôs astronomically important that he 

get the healthcare that he needs and 

deserves.ò 

A History of Medical Neglect 

   Abu-Jamalôs chosen doctor and the 

lawyer handling his medical matters 

both criticized negligent health care by 

prison personnel in their respective 

presentations during that press confer-

ence. Their statements echoed the con-

cerns contained in the studentôs letter. 

The doctor and the lawyer both said 

prison authorities have refused to pro-

vide them with information about Abu

-Jamalôs condition. 

   ñIt is medically documented that 

Mumia suffered harm in prison due to 

neglect,ò Dr. Richardo Alvarez said 

during the press conference that fea-

tured famed former political prisoner 

and noted anti-mass incarceration ac-

tivist, Dr. Angela Davis. 

   ñTo this date, I have been provided 

with no information on Mumiaôs con-

dition,ò Dr. Alvarez said. (Prison au-

thorities would not comment to report-

ers citing regulations against providing 

information on inmates.) 

   Alvarez and Professor Davis each 

decried Pennsylvania punishment 

practices that produced life without 

parole sentences for over 1,300 in-

mates presently in Pennsylvaniaôs state 

prison system who are now 60-years-

and older. The majority of those elder-

ly LWOP inmates ïaround760 ï are in 

the 65-years-&-older category, accord-

ing to the most recent Pa prison statis-

tics. Abu-Jamal turns 67 on April 24, 

2021. 

   Angela Davis said, ñWe know im-

prisonment speeds up the aging pro-

cess.ò She noted that Abu-Jamalôs de-

teriorating medical condition ñhas 

been exacerbated by prison authori-

ties.ò 

   Moderator of that press conference, 

respected scholar Dr. Marc Lamont 

Hill, also addressed the medical ne-

glect received by Abu-Jamal and other 

inmates nationwide. 

   ñHepatitis, diabetes, COVID and 

now congestive heart failure. These 

are not coincidences but are incidental 

to being in prison,ò Dr. Hill said refer-

encing Abu-Jamalôs medical problems, 

some of which required orders from a 

federal judge to force improved treat-

ment by prison authorities. 

   Hill co-authored a 2012 book with 

Abu-Jamal entitled, ñThe Classroom 

and the Cell: Conversations on Black 

Life in America.ò Abu-Jamal, a Phila-

delphia journalist at the time of his 

1981 arrest for the murder of Officer 

Daniel Faulkner, has published over a 

dozen books and thousands of com-

mentaries while imprisoned. 

A Blinding Rage 

   The rabid reactions from some 

Faulkner supporters to that letter those 

young pupils sent to DA Krasner, that 

also questioned flaws in the evidence 

presented during Abu-Jamalôs trial, 

evidenced a blinding rage. 

   Attackers bashed a teacher for sup-

porting ñcop killersò and using the 

students despite the fact those students 

clearly declared in their letter why 

they wrote that letter. 

   The studentôs letter stated that they 

take Abu-Jamalôs plight ñpersonally 

because one of our classmates isò a 

relative of Abu-Jamal. 

   DA Krasner did not immediately 

respond to the letter from those stu-

dents. 

DA Krasner and the FOP 

   Curiously, Krasnerôs opposition to a 

new appeal hearing for Abu-Jamal 

puts him in synch with opponents of 

Abu-Jamal who are now working 

strenuously to defeat Krasnerôs reelec-

tion to the District Attorney post. 

Those opponents object to Krasner 

enacting reforms in the criminal jus-

tice system. 

   Krasner maintains his opposition to a 

new hearing for Abu-Jamal despite 

Krasner personally discovering evi-

dence now underlying that request for 

a new hearing. Krasner found that long 

stashed evidence ï documenting mis-

conduct by prosecutors during Abu-

Jamalôs trial ï in a forgotten storage 

room inside the DA Office complex. 

   ñWe canôt let Larry Krasner stand in 

the way of justice,ò Abu-Jamalôs 

grandson, Jamal Hart Jr., said during 

that press conference. 

   Hart discussed his recent encounter 

with Krasner at a restaurant in Phila-

delphia. Hart said he spoke with Kras-

ner and he rejected Krasnerôs claim 

that the DAôs Office is acting fairly. 

   ñMumia is an innocent man, factual-

ly and legally,ò Hart said. ñMumia 

Abu-Jamal is a scholar not a criminal.ò 

ðLinn Washington Jr. is a professor 

of journalism at Temple University 

and an investigative journalist .    

who has covered the case of Mumia 

Abu-Jamal since 1981.               

Students Bashed In Battle Over Abu -Jamalõs Healthcare     
ñCyber bullies assail students and teacher  

signed to rationalize racialized police violence. 

JJ:  Returning to the topic of lynching, what do 

you think of Pam Africaôs assertion that police at-

tempted to lynch Mumia on the morning of Dec. 9, 

1981? 

MLT:  Well look, we know that the young jour-

nalist Abu-Jamal had received threats from the po-

lice long before they found him at the curb of Lo-

cust and 13th on that early morning of 1981. Terry 

Bissonôs biographical reflection on Mumia, entitled 

ñOn a Move: The Story of Mumia Abu-Jamal,ò 

cites more than one occasion when Philadelphia 

police would drive slowly by Mumia making hand 

gestures of a pointed gun and moving trigger finger, 

as if they had him targeted for killing. 

   The 1981 police attack on Mumia occurred well 

after Mumia had served not only in the Panthers, 

but also after he had written to expose police prac-

tices against MOVE and other residents and after he 

had directly challenged the Rizzo pro-police re-

gime. So, after all this, finding Mumia vulnerable 

and shot on a curb on Dec. 9 was an opportunity for 

attack the police could not pass up. 

   And yes, battering Mumia as they did that morn-

ing qualifies as an attempted lynching. If we recall 

the history of lynching, we know that those actions 

were not carried out only by mobs of general citi-

zens. Lynching participants also included such offi-

cials as police, lawyers, even judges and local pas-

tors, clad in Klan costumery or other disguise. And 

some felt emboldened to turn up and take pictures 

for posterity with no disguise at all! 

   Sure, maybe the early morning beating did not 

have the same status of spectacle that the ñburning 

and hanging lynchingsò had, but surely, if you add 

on Mumiaôs later very public trial and death sen-

tence, the function of Mumiaôs overall brutal treat-

ment is indeed that of a lynching. Lynching in the 

USA, like crucifixions in Rome were intended as a 

kind of public service announcement to the poor 

and repressed: ñAct up like this one hanging before 

you now, and this too will become your fate!ò 

PHOTO: At the April 19, 2008 Free Mumia protest, the Key-

stone State Skinheads, and other neo-Nazi groups jointly orga-

nized a counter-protest at the Liberty Bell. Photo by Philly IMC. 

...Continued from page 8:                     

Interview with Mumiaõs Spiritual Advisor 

ñLynching participants also included such officials as police, lawyers, even judges...ò 

                                      Continued on page 10... 
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will always be freedom.  

   Mumia's health remains fragile. He 

will need multiple medications for the 

rest of his life and we are working to 

ensure a better diet and more access to 

exercise as would be required for reha-

bilitation from recent cardiac surgery. 

State Sanctioned Violence 

The greatest medical threat to Mumia's 

health now is state sanctioned vio-

lence. On February 3, 2021, Philadel-

phia District Attorney Larry Krasner 

and his colleagues, Grady Gervino, 

Lawrence Good, Nancy Winkelman, 

and Carolyn Engel Temen, filed a brief 

that fully embraced the conclusions of 

the racist Judge Albert Sabo. They 

openly declare on page five in the 

"Statement of Facts:" 

   Officer Faulkner was put in a police 

van and rushed to Jefferson University  

Hospital. When the police attempted to 

handcuff defendant and place him in a 

police  wagon to transport him to the 

hospital, he violently resisted. He con-

tinued to struggle  against the officers 

when they subsequently brought him 

inside the hospital, the  same one in 

which doctors were attempting to save 

Officer Faulknerôs life. The officers 

carrying defendantðhe refused to 

walkðtemporarily placed him on the 

floor  of the lobby next to the entrance 

to the emergency room. While lying 

there, defend ant boasted, ñI shot the 

mother fucker and I hope the mother 

fucker dies.ò A few  moments later, as 

the officers were about to carry him 

into the emergency room,  defendant 

repeated, ñYeah, I shot the mother 

fucker and I hope the mother fucker  

dies.ò Shortly thereafter, Officer 

Faulkner was pronounced dead (N.T. 

6/19/82, 176-200, 263-64; 6/21/82, 

4.109; 6/24/82, 27-30, 33-34, 56-61, 

112-16, 133-36). 

   This Statement of Fact is the legal 

reckoning of Mumiaôs guilt or inno-

cence.  It is the foundation on which 

the courts proceed with future legal 

decisions. The presumption that 

Mumia violently resisted arrest and 

then confessed is wrong, can be easily 

proven wrong, and is a form of harm 

that denies Mumiaôs humanity. Medi-

cal evidence clearly demonstrates that 

Mumia was first shot in the chest and 

was then beaten by arriving police in-

stead of being immediately transported 

to the nearby hospital emergency 

room. The police initiated what de-

fense witness Dessie Hightower called 

ñan attack.ò In his book, ñThe Framing 

of Mumia Abu-Jamal,ò J. Patrick 

OôConnor summarizes Hightowerôs 

trial testimony: 

   ñHe said that shortly after the first 

police officer showed up, about eight 

or nine other officers arrived. He then 

observed three or four of them striking 

Abu-Jamal with nightsticks while one 

or two others were kicking him and 

pulling him by his dreadlocks. He also 

saw the police, in carrying Abu-Jamal 

to the police van, ram his head into a 

no-parking pole and drop him to the 

ground.ò 

   This police attack and deliberate 

withholding of emergency hospitaliza-

tion was just the beginning of the state 

sanctioned racial violence that Mumia 

would continue to experience for the 

next 39 years. For Larry Krasner and 

colleagues to describe Mumia as 

"violently" resisting arrest or 

"refusing" to walk perpetuates racist 

trauma. 

Medical Evidence Contradicts the 

ñHospital Confessionò 

   In his Feb. 3 brief, District Attorney 

Larry Krasnerôs also chose to officially 

endorse another highly problematic 

aspect of the Mumia Abu-Jamal case: 

the perjured trial testimony given to 

support the  alleged ñhospital confes-

sion.ò Prosecution witnesses Officer 

Gary Bell and hospital security guard 

Priscilla Durham both testified that 

Mumia loudly confessed to shooting 

Officer Faulkner while at the hospital. 

   As documented by the Jamal Journal 

the ñhospital confessionò testimony is 

an undeniable case of perjury that 

should be a national embarrassment for 

the 1981 FOP Police. Accounts of the 

ñhospital confessionò first surfaced 

during an internal investigation into 

Mumia's police brutality case two 

months after Mumiaôs arrest. Gary 

Wakshul was one of the officers who 

then claimed that Mumia confessed.  

   However, in Wakshulôs official re-

port from the morning of Dec. 9, 1981 

he stated that the ñnegro male made no 

comment.ò Wakshul was not called as 

a witness by Assistant District Attor-

ney Joseph McGill and on the last day 

of trial, when Mumiaôs lawyer attempt-

ed to bring Wakshul in for testimony, 

Judge Albert Sabo denied the request 

and told Mumia: ñYou and your attor-

ney goofed.ò 

   At Mumiaôs 1982 trial, there was 

powerful testimony from two medical 

professionals that directly contradicted 

the perjured ñhospital confessionò tes-

timony from Gary Bell and Priscilla 

Durham. Dr. Anthony Coletta, a re-

spected surgeon and medical leader, 

testified that Mumia suffered injuries 

consistent with the reported police bru-

tality, that he was with Mumia the 

whole time, that Mumia never shouted 

a confession and that Mumia could 

barely even speak. 

   Dr. Regina Culdemo also did not 

testify to hearing the ñhospital confes-

sion.ò But Dr. Culdemo did testify that 

she witnessed a police officer kick 

Mumia when he was laying on the 

floor of the hospital entrance. 

Silencing the Medical Community 

   Medical professionals are part of a 

web of professionals who are all in 

service of our communities. We are 

ñmandatory reportersò when we ob-

serve child abuse, intimate partner vio-

lence and elder abuse.  

   As Mumia's medical consultant I 

have compelling evidence of an abuse 

of an elder that is deeply loved and 

respected by his family and communi-

ty and across the world. It is our ethi-

cal responsibility to intervene when we 

see abuse by police, courts, and the 

district attorneyôs office. 

   The correct Statement of Facts must 

read that Mumia was viciously beaten 

by police officers and that the confes-

sion was perjured by police officers.    

   Indeed every ñStatement of Factò 

now needs full review in relation to 

harm done to Mumia, whose well 

founded fear of state violence would 

call for the safety of community fo-

rums so that those in power are more 

accountable to the harm that is done 

when their "Statement of Facts" harm 

our elders.  

   It is time to free Mumia, free all po-

litical prisoners, free all our elders in 

prison! 

ðDr. Ricardo Alvarez is a physician who 

worked 25 years in a community health 

center in the Mission district of San 

Francisco. He brings his medical sociolo-

gy training to combine with his medical 

training to identify the social determi-

nants of health to include an understand-

ing of State Violence as the single great-

est threat to Mumia Abu-Jamalôs health.  

...Continued from page 1:       

Dr. Alvarez on Elder Abuse     

Jamal Journal:  How has it been working as Mumi-

aôs spiritual advisor in recent months, since the 

COVID and congestive heart failure diagnosis in late 

February and then heart surgery in April? 

Mark Lewis Taylor:   I visited by video once with 

him, between the time of his COVID diagnosis, and 

then his going into the hospital for surgery. It is espe-

cially enraging to experience Mumiaôs ñbeing disap-

peared,ò as he was when taken in for heart surgery. To 

deny his family and friends ï as well as outside medi-

cal advisor ï knowledge of his whereabouts exacer-

bates the medical trauma for everyone. This is part of 

the stateôs violence against the incarcerated and their 

families, which the state seeks to justify with its con-

cerns for ñsecurity.ò 

   I put a ministerôs collar on and searched out some 

nearby hospitals and eventually confirmed where he 

was hospitalized. But of course, neither I nor Dr. Ri-

cardo Alvarez, with whom I was in touch about this, 

were given any kind of access (even by phone). Ricar-

do and I sent a communication into the hospital, urg-

ing its supervising officials to keep the shackles off 

Mumia and to open all necessary communication be-

tween Mumia and his family and key supporters. 

   We received nothing but denials from hospital secu-

rity that Mumia was even there. After much phoning 

of the prison, the governorôs office and the hospital, I 

did receive a brief call from the PA DOCôs 

(Pennsylvania Department of Corrections) special 

counsel saying that his lawyers would make sure that 

Mumia could call his wife 15 minutes a day. That did 

happen, as I understand it, because two of Mumiaôs 

lawyers, Bret Grote and Bob Boyle, kept pressure on 

DOC officials. 

   I donôt view the role of a ñspiritual advisorò in pris-

on to be primarily that of a sharer of words from sa-

cred texts or the imparting of religious wisdom per se. 

Maybe thereôs a place for that at times when it is re-

quested by prisoners. But recall, the notion of ñspiritò 

in most languages refers to breath, to breathing that 

makes for life. To work spirit, to facilitate spirit, then, 

is to open up passages that allow life to occur and 

grow. In that sense, fostering connections and opening 

passageways between Mumia and his family, his 

friends and his necessary advocates ï all this is spirit 

work even as it is also very material, often also a kind 

of political practice. 

   The established religions of colonizers and imperial-

ists have regularly instilled in people the idea that spir-

it is somehow antithetical to body. In fact, the spirit is 

the life of the body, the life animating our struggle to 

liberate all realms of material creation that suffer from 

oppression and injustice. 

JJ:  How does Mumia and your work with him re-

late to your scholarly interest in ñliberating spirit?ò 

MLT:  Well, as your question indicates, you know 

Iôve explained this notion of ñliberating spiritò else-

where, as at my website. Liberating spirit creates free-

ing ways of being amid global and local structures and 

during the daily practices that grind us down, that 

destroy humanity and earth ï that oppress. Liberating 

spirit names a way being ñpoliticalò in the broadest 

sense of engaging the powers that subjugate us. It is 

material life struggling and fighting, acting up crea-

tively through the many arts and mobilizing new com-

munity with a steady relentless, resilience in our social 

movements to revolutionize our lives against a state 

that represses. 

   I guess that in the U.S. my participation in the work 

for Mumia has been a way to observe and feel 

ñliberating spiritò to be at work in a profoundly full 

sense. Consider how many political issues and fronts 

are encountered through the movement for Mumia. 

The U.S. white supremacy that rationalized and then 

grew stronger in the wake of the slavery that built the 

U.S. capitalist system ï well, Mumia writes in a way 

that remembers and foregrounds all that. He has been a 

vocal critic of the surveillance and police state that 

enforces the alienation of labor and protects the rule of 

capital. 

   He has been a spokesperson for the earth ï ñmother 

earthò as he writes with MOVE ï the earth that nur-

tures us all. He has written my class with special com-

mentary on the frequent erasure of womenôs leader-

ship from Christian and other religious organizations 

of colonizers and empire builders. He dreams, writes 

and works for futures free from empires and capitalists 

and for ñthe return of natureò and of a genuine 

ñsocialism and ecology.ò (These latter phases are from 

the work of a writer whom both Mumia and I appreci-

ate, John Bellamy Foster.) 

                                      Continued on page 11... 
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By Dr. Suzanne Ross 

   The story of our movementôs victory 

in its struggle to save Mumiaôs life in 

2015,  when he nearly died from Hepa-

titis C, is truly inspiring.  The Depart-

ment of Corrections (DOC) first de-

nied the diagnosis and, when proven 

wrong, denied the treatment Our 

movement was awesome in what we 

brought to that battle.  There is no 

question that the PA DOC and the 

forces that empower it in its genocidal 

mass incarceration rely on medical 

neglect and malpractice as a key tactic 

in their strategy.   

   When Mumia became seriously ill, a 

passionately determined movement 

went into high gear.  Perhaps its most 

dramatic show of power was at an evi-

dentiary hearing held over three days 

in late December 2015 in the US Fed-

eral District Court in Scranton.  Mumi-

aôs attorneys sued for him to get ap-

propriate medical treatment. In the 

courtroom the attorneys, were com-

bative, knowledgeable, and quick.  In 

the months that followed, they never 

missed a beat, never gave up when the 

DOC did everything it could to stop 

them.  And even after they won and 

Mumia was given the appropriate 

medicine, the lawyers sued for damag-

es based on the harm caused by the 

delay in treatment. What an example 

of lawyering for the people. 

   The doctor, Joseph Harris,  an expert 

on Hepatitis C who had worked with 

underserved populations both in NYC 

and in Colombia, was similarly im-

pressive.  Despite not being permitted 

to examine Mumia , he 

was able to diagnose 

Mumiaôs condition as 

Hepatitis C,  explain-

ing the skin disease 

which was causing 

Mumia such pain and 

sleeplessness, as relat-

ed  to that condition, 

and educating all those 

in the courtroom about 

the major new medical 

breakthrough that had 

produced a medicine 

with a 90 to 95% cure 

rate.  He recommended 

this medicine for 

Mumia.   

   Dr. Harris was surely 

the ñstar witnessò, ob-

viously impressing the 

judge with the medical 

picture he was present-

ing.  He embodied a sharp contrast to 

the doctors the DOC put forward: a 

dermatologist who admitted to know-

ing nothing about Hepatitis C and 

whose main professional work outside 

of the prison was as a consultant to 

spas in Europe; another doctor, the 

DOC expert on Hepatitis C, president 

of a private company that provided 

medical services to prisons in both 

Pennsylvania and New York. who had 

numerous complaints in his record.   

During NYC hearings into this compa-

ny and its service to Rikersô inmates, 

which ultimately led to the termination 

of that contract, the doctor was ac-

cused of being callous toward the pris-

on deaths attributable to his companyôs 

neglect and malpractice, and evasive in 

his responses to questioning by city 

council members.   

   Finally, the most shocking medical 

testimony was by the DOCôs Chief of 

Clinical Services.  When one of the 

attorneys asked him to identify his 

sworn declaration filed in opposition 

to Mumiaôs Motion, the doctor imme-

diately insisted that the signature was 

his but that the statement was not.  To 

add to the tawdry picture of the whole 

DOC health operation,  it turned out 

that Laura Neal, the DOC counsel, had 

apparently changed Dr. Noelôs state-

ment: that is, she committed perjury in 

the court process! 

    Dovetailing with the legal effort, our 

movement continued its non-stop 

phone calls and e-mails to the gover-

nor, the DOC, and the prison demand-

ing proper care for Mumia and his re-

lease so that he could get the kind of 

care he needed.    Demonstrations took 

place at the governor's office in Phila-

delphia and in Harrisburg and at the 

DOC, press conferences were held 

both in Philadelphia and New York, 

and at the DOC.  We hand delivered 

thousands of petitions.  We even 

showed up in a caravan at Mahanoy, 

where we stopped every visitor in a car 

on a busy Sunday. to alert families and 

friends of the danger to their loved 

ones who could be infected with Hepa-

titis C and would not be told so by the 

prison doctors.  We also showed up at 

both hospitals where Mumia was hos-

pitalized, and even held a press confer-

ence at one of the hospitals with 

Mumiaôs wife, brother, and supporters.  

Finally, we waged an international 

campaign of calls and letter writing 

that included people such as Archbish-

op Desmond Tutu.   

    Legal filings would intersect with 

grassroots actions, and the letters and 

calls to the governor and DOC never 

stopped.  We were in the media and 

blanketed the internet.       

    Like in 1995 and 1999 when we 

made it clear that the government 

could not kill Mumia by legal execu-

tion, we now demonstrated that they 

could also not get away with a medical 

execution.    

    This struggle was indeed historic.  

On January 3, 2017 Federal Judge 

Mariani ordered that Mumia be treated 

with the recommended anti-viral cure.  

Never before had a US court been able 

to enforce the prescription of a medi-

cine on the DOC.  After much foot 

dragging and cruel delays, Mumia was 

finally treated with Harvoni, and in 

May 2017 announced that he was free 

of Hep C!  On April 12, 2021 the Phil-

adelphia Inquirer headlined: ñ5000 

inmates with Hepatitis C have sued the 

PA prisons and now are on their way 

to get treatment".  What an incredible 

peopleôs victory for Mumia and all PA 

prisoners suffering from Hepatitis C, 

and a strong example for fighting such 

a powerful adversary as the State of 

PA and winning.  In the end, Mumiaôs 

victory also affected thousands of oth-

ers under PAôs jurisdiction who were 

granted the same right to treatment by 

the Governor.  

--Dr. Suzanne Ross is International 

Spokesperson for ICFMAJ and the 

former longtime co-chair of the Free 

Mumia Coalition in NYC.  

Movement History:  A 

Huge Peopleõs Victory 

PHOTO: Following Mumiaôs emergency hospitalization on March 30, 2015, car 

caravans of over 40 activists travelled from Philly and NYC on April 3 to SCI 

Mahanoy prison in Frackville, PA, then drove 80 miles to the headquarters of 

the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections in Mechanicsburg, where this  

photo was taken.  Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette. 

PHOTO: Suzanne Ross visits       

Mumia on November 27, 2015. 

   This fullness of liberating struggle, across so many 

issues and up against so many fronts of resistance, has 

been evident from the time of Mumiaôs earliest col-

umns to his most recent writings. See for example the 

collection edited by Johanna Fern§ndez in ñWriting on 

the Wall.ò Note the breadth of concerns covered in the 

three-volume work Mumia authored with Stephen 

Vittoria, ñMurder Incorporated.ò Again, one person 

cannot take up all that ñliberating spiritò demands of 

thought and practice, but to work through the move-

ment for Mumia Abu-Jamal is to find oneself at work, 

directly or indirectly on so many of the important 

challenges of our time. This is one of the reasons that 

even though I cannot be involved in as many actions 

of the movement for Mumia, I continually introduce 

my students to Mumia and the movement. 

   Let me give just one example of the way those 

struggling for and with Mumia have impacted others. 

In my video visit that occurred between Mumiaôs 

COVID diagnosis and his heart surgery, he mentioned 

to me how deeply moved he was by words from his 

relatively new prison doctor, Dr. Baddick. That doctor 

had read Federal District Judge Robert Marianiôs deci-

sion in favor of Mumia in 2017, allowing him to be 

treated with antiviral meds for his Hepatitis C infec-

tion. Mumia with the help of the movement and legal 

work was not only saved, but something more hap-

pened. As Dr. Baddick said to Mumia: ñYou saved 

thousands of other lives.ò (Indeed, Missouri is just one 

other state where I understand that Mumiaôs case for 

his Hepatitis cure has since become precedent-setting 

for many other prisoners). 

   In a revised version of my 2015 work, ñThe Execut-

ed Godò (397-450), a book which I dedicated to 

Mumia, I added a new final chapter on Mumia, ex-

plaining his importance. I borrowed literary Marxist 

critic Walter Benjaminôs notion of the ñgreat crimi-

nalò to explain that the terrorizing and repressive state 

often makes certain figures into ñgreat criminalò fig-

ures. They do this to demonize them to the fullest, 

because the state sees them as especially threatening, 

able to expose the founding violence of the state and 

also to stoke popular revolt and revolution against the 

state. 

...Continued from page 10:                      
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Professor Johanna Fernández Reports From the Frontlines of Mumia's 

Hospitalization for Congestive Heart Failure and COVID -19  

ñHistory is not merely something to be 

read. And it does not refer merely, or 

even principally, to the past. On the 

contrary, the great force of history 

comes from the fact that we carry it 

within us, are unconsciously controlled 

by it in many ways, and history is liter-

ally in the present in all that we do.ò   

ïJames Baldwin  

  On Friday, February 26, 2021 Mumia 

Abu-Jamal called Pam Africa, the per-

son largely responsible for keeping 

alive the movement to save and free 

him for 40 years. Mumia told her that 

he was certain he had COVID-19; that 

he was having difficulty breathing as 

well as chest pressure and pain.  

   Within two hours of that call, the 

movement to free Mumia mobilized 

hundreds of supporters to call the pris-

on and the Philadelphia District Attor-

neyôs office to demand immediate 

medical care for Mumia and his imme-

diate release.  

   Tried and true, the call-to-action 

worked. The next day guards entered 

the imprisoned radio journalistôs cell 

and without notice, escorted him to the 

prison infirmary. On Monday, Mumi-

aôs attorneys inquired about their cli-

entôs health with the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Corrections attorney who 

reported that Mumia had been tested 

for COVID over the weekend and the 

results were negative. None of us had 

heard from Mumia directly, however.  

   Amid tension, worry and stress (Pam 

Africaôs blood pressure shot up near 

the 200s), the movement issued a press 

release and prepared for a press confer-

ence in front of the DAôs office that 

Wednesday, March 3. We emphasized 

that Mumia reported serious COVID 

symptoms including chest painð de-

spite the negative test results reported 

by the prison. Near the end of the press 

conference, which was being streamed

-live on YouTube, Mumiaós attorney 

Bob Boyle phoned saying that the PA 

DOC attorney reported that a fourth 

test came back positive. Mumia had 

COVID 19.  

   But the PA DOC attorney failed to 

paint a full picture of the situation to 

Mumiaôs attorneys. A clear sense of 

what happened emerged minutes after 

the conclusion of the dramatic press 

conference. Mumia happened to call 

from the prison infirmary as we were 

breaking down our impromptu stage; 

and there ðin front of the Philadelphia 

DAôs office ðhe shared what actually 

happened: the day after he spoke with 

Pam Africa, guards came to Mumiaôs 

cell and escorted him first to the infir-

mary and then to the hospital where 

doctors determined that he had water 

in his lungs and throughout his body. 

During four-days of hospitalization, 

the doctors informed him that he had 

COVID and Congestive Heart Failure 

and that ten pounds of fluid had been 

drawn from his lungs and body. As he 

was painting a picture of what he un-

derwent, I thought of connecting him 

to his chosen doctor, who asked if he 

felt that he had been treated compas-

sionately in the hospital. Mumia re-

sponded with a rote yes, said that he 

felt better, but emphasized that the 

most sobering challenge before him 

was to have to once again attempt to 

get a handle on the other crisis, the Job

-like skin condition of biblical propor-

tion that disfigured his entire body 

with open sores everywhere five years 

ago and that was back.  

The Hospital Shackling 

   On another call, days later, Mumiaôs 

breath was labored. When the impris-

oned Black Panther called, I asked if 

he thought he was having a COVID 

relapse. He said, ñnah, I think itôs my 

skin, it feels like my entire body is on 

fire.ò When I suggested that he might 

need to be hospitalized to address this 

intractable, severe and debilitating 

chronic skin condition, the tension in 

Mumiaôs famously calm voice jumped 

a few notches. He said that he couldnôt 

go back to the hospital. Mumiaôs reac-

tion resembled that of Complex-PTSD. 

I moved slowly in the conversation to 

try to understand what was going on. I 

suggested that he might have to be re-

hospitalized for his skin condition. It 

was then that Mumia recoiled, saying 

that he couldnôt go back to the hospi-

tal. Recognizing from the sound of his 

voice that I was entering sensitive ter-

ritory, I probed. Mumia had spoken to 

his wife, to Pam and to me numerous 

times in two weeks, but it took a trig-

ger to reveal a situation that was hard 

to hear.  

   In the approximately five minutes 

remaining of this timed, monitored and 

frequently interrupted prison call, I 

learned that per Department of Correc-

tion protocol, this sixty-six-year-old 

man diagnosed with COVID and Con-

gestive Heart Failure, undergoing di-

areses and with an infernal skin condi-

tion, was shackled to the bed for four 

days during his recent hospitalization. 

He explained that while he had wounds 

all over his body, the bloody wound of 

his lower leg ð captured in the photo 

taken by the nurse at the prison infir-

mary upon his dischargeð he got from 

the shackles that dug into his already 

raw skin during the entirety of his four 

day stay in the hospital. He added that 

the nurse missed the ones on his other 

leg and the ones on his lower arms.  

   The movement decided to release 

photographs taken of Mumia upon his 

arrival at the prison infirmary from the 

hospital. The photo of the bloody 

wound on Mumiaôs lower leg caused 

by the shackling and another showing 

Mumia with bloodshot eyes, noticea-

bly gaunt ðhe had lost 30LBS ð 

looking at the camera with gut-

wrenching vulnerability.  

The Echoes of Slavery 

   The practice of shackling incarcer-

ated people is commonplace across the 

United States. In fact, it is ordained by 

politicians and corrections 

ñprofessionalsò of all stripes whoôve 

been riding the coattails of Black Lives 

Matters denouncing White Supremacy 

in the public square but enforcing it in 

the daily practices of their institutions. 

Recall that Jacob Blake was shackled 

to a hospital bed after police in Ke-

nosha had shot and paralyzed him from 

the waist down. Police unshackled him 

only after protesters exposed the gross 

injustice. In each of these cases, au-

thorities cynically justify their inhu-

manity with a supposed concern for 

safety. But, if safety is the measure of 

their actions, why do they insist on 

This March 28, 2021 article by Baruch College History    

Professor Johanna Fernández was first published by the 

Verso Books blog as: ñThe Only Treatment is Freedom: 

Mumia Abu-Jamal and COVID.ò (www.versobooks.com) 
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Campaign to Bring Mumia Home founder Johanna Fern§ndez 

speaks at the March 3 press conference outside DA Krasnerôs of-

fice shortly before learning that Mumia had tested positive for 

COVID-19. Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette. 

            Continued on page 13... 



holding old men and women who pose 

no threat to society in their COVID 

infected prisons? Safety is camouflage 

and pretext for the practice of authori-

tarian control that daily erodes stand-

ards of freedom for everybody in soci-

ety. 

   Loud and clear are the echoes of 

slavery, which ðas Eric Williams 

shows in Capitalism and Slavery ð 

for the first time in human history pro-

duced the global distribution and mass 

use of handcuffs, shackles and fetters 

because after all, enslaved Africans 

had to be brought to heel.  

Free Maroon Shoatz! 

   The inhumanity of the COVID crisis 

ðand its spread in the prisons, which 

are now death traps ð is eye-opening 

for those in close proximity to it. And 

Mumia is not alone in his suffering.   

   When 77-year-old Russell Maroon 

Shoatz, a Pennsylvania political pris-

oner with stage-four colon cancer, was 

diagnosed with COVID, medical staff 

sent him to a small, cold, dank prison 

gymnasium where others with COVID 

were being quarantined under inhu-

mane conditions.  

   When Maroon arrived, he was greet-

ed by 29 other senior prisoners who 

said to him: "Welcome, we've been 

waiting for you, we figured it wasn't 

long before you got it too." In these 

already cramped quarters, 30 elderly 

men with COVID had access to one 

bathroom stall.  

   In a phone call with his daughter, 

Theresa Shoatz, Maroon reported that 

because his corner of the gym had no 

light, he had to go to the bathroom on 

himself because under his condition he 

couldn't risk getting up and falling. As 

Dr. Ricardo Alvarez stated, for 

Mumia, Maroon and many others,  

ñthe only treatment is freedom.ò  

Mass Incarceration Crisis 

   The decision of most governors to 

hold prisoners captive under these  

conditions, and their refusal to decar-

cerate even during a pandemic, is a 

crime against humanity. They under-

score Americaôs entrenched commit-

ment to racist barbarity.  

   In the last 40 years, US incarcerated 

people have grown old serving life or 

decades-long terms in an indefensible 

system committed to excessive and 

draconian sentencing.  

   Todayôs reality has turned US pris-

ons into cruel, old peopleôs homes for 

poor Black and Brown workers ware-

housed at the height of urban deindus-

trialization in the 1980s and 1990s, 

when American capitalism could not 

employ large swaths of city dwellers.  

   But these tortuous conditions arenôt 

the only problem. Itôs about Ameri-

cansô right to know how societyôs 

most powerless are treated, for in the 

end thatôs a barometer of how we are 

all going to be treated. Arbitrary, 

whimsical, and sometimes deliberately 

deadly decisions are made daily by 

prison officials and corrections offic-

ers. Like so much in government bu-

reaucracy, decisions that carry enor-

mous weight in how we act as a socie-

ty are vested in the hands of a few who 

are ill-equipped to decide public policy 

but are all too eager to wield their lim-

ited power to inflict cruelty on the 

prisoners they view as less than hu-

man.  

   Thatôs why at the very least, prison 

reform organizers and abolitionists are 

demanding the release of aging people 

in prison (RAPP) over the age of 50 or 

with pre-existing conditions, who face 

premature death if they contract the 

flu, cancer, hepatitis, pneumonia, 

COVID-19 or congestive heart dis-

ease, as in Abu-Jamalôs case. The only 

humane recourse is to let elderly and 

vulnerable prisoners go home. Ulti-

mately, we want a society in which 

social problems are not solved with 

carceral repression. 

   The inextricable link between incar-

ceration and standards of democracy in 

a country led the Russian novelist 

Fyodor Dostoevsky to observe that, 

ñThe degree of civilization in society 

can be judged by entering its prisons.ò  

   Mumia spent 28.5 years in the abso-

lute isolation of death row, without the 

ability to touch another person. In 

2011, a federal court overturned that 

sentence arguing that it was unconsti-

tutionally imposed on Mumia. In 2018, 

six boxes of new evidence in his case 

emerged. One of those boxes con-

tained a letter penned by Robert Cho-

bert, the original prosecutorôs star wit-

ness in the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

In that letter, Robert Chobert asks then 

Assistant DA Joe McGill, whereôs my 

money and what do you need me to 

sign for me to get it. This suggests 

what weôve known all alongðthat 

Robert Chobert ðlike other witness-

esð was bribed by the prosecutor to 

finger then award-winning radio jour-

nalist Mumia Abu-Jamal as the shooter 

of a white police officer in Philadelph-

ia. This year marks 40 years since his 

arrest. Itôs time to bring Mumia, and 

all sixties-era political prisoners home. 

ðJohanna Fern§ndez is a Professor 

of History at Baruch College in NYC 

(johannafernandez.net). She founded 

the Campaign to Bring Mumia Home 

and is co-director of the 2009 docu-

mentary film about Mumiaôs case , 

entitled ñJustice on Trial.ò  

PHOTO: Pam Africaôs article from Jamal Journal Newspaper Issue #1 confronting Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner's Feb-

ruary 3 brief was featured as the lead story at the San Francisco Bay View National Black Newspaper on March 28, 2021. This photo 

featured on the front page was taken at the March 12, 2021 protest outside DA Krasner's office. Pam Africa, with the Jamal Journal 

Newspaper in hand, presented new photos of Mumia during the March health emergency, alongside photos of Mumia when he was 

healthier. Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette.  Visit: www.sfbayview.com 
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PHOTO: Supporters converged on Pennsylvania  Governor Tom 

Wolf's home in Mt. Wolf, PA on May 2, 2021 to demand the medi-

cal release of  political prisoner Russell "Maroon" Shoatz. Please 

take action to support Maroon! Call Gov. Wolf at (717) 787-2500 to 

demand the release of Maroon and all elderly prisoners. Learn 

more here: www.russellmaroonshoats.wordpress.com                       

Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette.  
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