Mourn, then Organize Fight Local Police Abuses
+Open the books on use of tasers, batons, guns, pepper spray, choke holds, & pain compliance
+Cut back a bloated police budget for the largest department in the state for a city of 60,000.
+Demilitarize and refocus the SCPD from its merchant security squad priorities.
+Refuse Drug War money, military equipment, drone, face & license surveillance technology
+Require all SCPD officers to live in the city if not the local districts they police.
+End abuse, citations, stay-away's, & arrests of poor & homeless people for status crimes.
+Focus on white-collar crime; abuses against workers and tenants; rape, and real crimes
+Swift suspension & prosecution of criminal cops with clear histories of violence or abuse.
**** Release withheld records to assess responsibility for class and possible racial profiling.
**** Hold SCPD’s Bill Azua to account for persistent harassment of poor people in downtown
Santa Cruz for trivial violations such as smoking & sitting.
**** Halt Parks & Rec Boss Mauro Garcia’s survival-toxic “stay-away” orders in city parks.
**** Demand Chief Kevin Vogel release reports on SCPD surveillance and homeless ticketing.
**** Dismiss Deputy-Chief Steve Clark for smears of activist, homeless, and liberal community
activists and falsely identifying the poor outside as a “crime” problem.
**** End business-as-usual militarization: overkill policing tactics, ever-more invasive
surveillance like “swoop and snoop” license plate readers and the “protest punisher” Bearcat.
**** Replace City Manager Martin Bernal who ignores documented SCPD abuse of homeless
people like Officer Vasquez's sidewalk smashdown of Richard Hardy in 2013.
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