3t can be foult, in my experience, for womyn bo
§ initiate projects or evenbts with obher WONYTL &
i, wonyn who ave used to primarily working with
and/or being elose with men in both their personal
and political lives can tend to rely on men o plan

oulbings or events, c ment enaet thelr roles
of magewlinity as they are 5¥ten much more comforhable
wellding the power to initiate activities with the
B confidence that obhers will Join them and appreciate
§ their ideas, despite the fach that those men rarely wait B
B for womynfis approval, we ag womyn are dispersed amongy men §
B 2 often more firuly abttached to them than to obher '
| WOTyTe and 50 we look %o males to iniltiabe o validate
- g B B rather than to one another, i ' -
P %%riut%p%hta% Sgap m;g w;y W P,0,5.0 0.5 : . this is a major roadblock to womyn
o ”twen%' e e Yead 2 oy B Al T banning together and supporting each others this is part
M 188, 1 am move Lo 2.0 _ of the reason why i think finding structures like WOngy -
refle.;ct upon my experience only spaces and womym's gatherings to be so hecossary
of being a womyn in this {and Why organizing one can be such a challenge), without B

patriarchal society, my PP 0,005, these intentionally created spaces, male-power and

stories are sifted through BB wonyn!s constant deference to ity which results from
two themes that have come M our internalized oppression, will continve to insert
together for me during this S e itself into our efforts and connections with one another
DrOCess, ons is that patriarchy PafeRehoes jand limit our eapacity to initiate and create both
W distorts everything and the personally and politically,
% Oother is that feminism is 9.9, . .
for everyone,




tpadical feminidm is working for
the eradication of domination and elitism
in all humyn relationships. this would-
make self determination the ultimate good
and require the downfall of society
as we know it." celestine ware

PO BOX 775006 -
St. Louis, MO 63177




emember being looked at as the 'bad guy" because T

' Lot my partner who everyone lovede he was able to writhe

" hold enmobionall and 1 wag the one blamed for leaving,

i EW e TH #. T2y people thought 4 didg

not have the right o

e leave or do what 4 want
Jand that it was more

x Lportant that i remain
commitbede thig opinion

was very destructive to

me and served to furthep

@ uphiold patriarchal

- R thinking about relation-

ships, . '

1 remember being at an event with the male
bodied person who had initially organized the
group and just one other womyn. 1 had heen

involved with the group for over a year,

1 recall the dynamics feeling so good when the
gwomyn continually chose to address her

: questions to me, i felt respe?ted and a
soothing sense of solidarity with her,

o

when i say feminism is for everyong,
i mean that it is a form of resistance
that 1s inclusive of and important for
everybody., to engage in, i identify as
an anarchist because 1 want. to build ang
be a part of a new culture - one that ig
nonhierarchical, nonsexist, roncoersive
and nonexploitative, but 1 can often

feel alienatod in radical anarchist
circles by class reductionist polities

that can singly foous on the liberation
from economic exploitation, as a wo

3
the fight against the same system that
ig set up o maintain the subordination
of womyn to men is at my core, is my
struggle day in and day oute i need to
hear and see the fight for wonyn s 3 Eoa
liberation as squally important if by
men are interested in being my comrade
and working togethar, R

thore arcitimes when i look back and
without even noticing i }et m:n

thwart quest for what 1 need, my
undergianding aboutl what i know and
my truth about my experience,

i didnlt alwa S en
: ter .
EszWb@yn Wltﬁwwhom i 20§§gm 1ookln8 For |
wlth. now geH N COHneCt and

10t neutpgy

L1




“%gg fight aims to sﬁfress

bhirough a genoeidal, but a political struee

gﬁggsth§lglggs Ymen t disappearss biromen sggie@
Wi Sappear as well, for

slaves withoud masters, ! * viero are i

men as a class, not

e to refuse to be a womyn:
does merely writing our soeial class Ywomen®
with a ty! distinguish us ag separate from men?
is being separate the point? is every idea we
have about being a womyn contaminated by misogyny
and sexism? linda aleoff says that 'our very selfe
definibtion is grounded in a concept that we mush
deconstructe how do we do smo in a revolutionary
way and nobt just as a reaction? how ean we create
relationships and networks where gender losesits
significance? is that pogsible? does radiecal
feminism mean worlking towards the dissolution of
gender roles, towards rejecting both the magsenlin
and the feminine? 1 am in an ongoing pursuit of
finding, if not concrete answers, then dialogue

with other wowmyn or at least a resting place for
my questions, el

both embodying and analyzing
the ways in which sexism
distorts and interrupts every
social interactione fpn. po.q
is not to separate us from
one another, the culture and
our socialization already
divides us. i don't want fo
Just focus on the divisions
but without them on the table,
i do not feel as comfortable,

through Feminism we can bud
tmbua Lity, Ha

- tive culbure
in this heterOﬂorgi i b it

we have beel taugn.i am able to

a0 good whe o
gii%znge imotional sg?iggﬁfzzl

‘ o 1L can 810
%Ezeziggwigeces of what has been

atolen from me retilrie

he writing is based on my own experiences & observations
nd thus is within the limitations of being white, going
¢ college and being raised middle-class under hetero-
ormative ideas of sexuality. i welcome any feedback,




N . . ad for me, i
when social dynam . wonder when it :

sonder what 18 10 play. e of the political

i ! el bad because the |
1chgigii E?am.always 1iving within where |

wowmyn are yaught to compeﬁg i
with each other %gd men are looﬁ?d tgeglrot
or because of my own personal SUIUZE /]
_ with jealousy and feeling threatened as 1jf
- ggges of 4

with monogomous eXan
e 4 have difficulbty
or is it

;

relationships an
untraining my comparative mind.

RS 1iberatb for me, 88
3 -1 ﬁ;iy %? " relationshlpi,lk
weif i;derstand and be able to'ﬁiin
g%ut the political context'wlmoment*_
w;ich wmy being exisbs at every

‘growing up in a middle-class family there was no
question that i would go to college. my second
year 1 lived in a large old house with seven other

womyn. What was then named feminism was reallybhe
_:institutionalized internalization of patriarchye
{1 was turned off by the elitism and did not find i
}to be an experience of trust and solidarity among
| womyn, gossip and competition over men from womyn

who boastfully called themselves feminists left a

sour taste in my mouth, feminism then meant you
ad to read a copy of the feminine mystiqﬁé; bs able
to debate about intellectual matters and know and
talk a lot about films,all of which had to be
proved and flaunted in front of menk

‘day in

. and J

radieal femggy'Out_as 1 conbimy, -
more g sge w;igf 1 am earningemg?'Pursue
: e and
LR w OWn ;Ves, '

i o

in a middie clas

¥ under the MAnS puT s 8 white suburbag

1 -
lons of evangelical

d nurturan
ce
an gngry'and,emotionh
5 glven authority by
ousehold, my two
submissive mother,

we as womyn have an abundanh capacley for
physical courage.'female strength and courage

have developed out of the very eircunstances of
our oppressiony out ofour lives as breeders

and domestic chatbtels, we mugh use bhat force
o repudiste the slave conditions from wiich
it derived, what we must do now is o reclaim
this caspaciby-take it out of service to men
make 1t visible to ourselves; and determine
how to uge it in service of feminist revolublion, !

{parts i put together are ta drea dworkin,)

.nalembodled people who resist masculinity
mgke a real difference and make the load a
\ Little bit lighter. otherwise men can take
. up so much space, in a room and in society.
“we are Taught to look to men, to follow their
?l§ad and to have them angwer our questions.
1? Teels so good when there is space For my
voice and what i know, it feels so good when
We 3S wWomymn look to one another. i want to
bulld my trust in womyn and not just look to
male love?s. sometimes creating space to

- o

Commne w 'tli"j ExY . . 1’____‘ a




sem is about mes it is about the minds
Se§22?ﬁearts and bodies and cunts of_evgry
person who identifies as a womme 1t is
about my mother and your mother, it is
not just a matter of intellectual study
to be put on the shelf once one knows
the definition. gender is relevant in
any and every situation wherein a male
person interacts with a womyn, thers
is no such thin% ag playing the gender
card. that way of thinking only serves
to further sile

3 nece the lives of WOomyne
when i talk about +he necessity of race
awareness, for example, i
88 a member of the dominant
no actual understanding aboy
to moment impact racism has on g
~person's being, yet in every situation
with a person o color, i know the

18 raped somewhe
center & justice
alone and often

ra in americy

dept), 3 sometimes feel

(natl vietimg

i grew up in a repressive christian environment
and after separating from my husband 1 rememb?r
my dad asking if he shouldn't have given mex his
permission to my former partner to marry me.
patriarchy shone as clear as day in this hetero
normative, sexist culture where fathers own their
daughters and assume the right, ordained by god, to
give them away only if to another man who will
take on the ownership and care of theirdaughter,
and then without a husband i am thought, even by
my dear mother who is stuck in patriarchy, to be

less than, to be lonely and wandering-mwg not brave

or strong or capable of making a good decision for myselfo

i remember enjoying a political conversation
" with a womyn that ended abruptly when a male
friend walked into the room and began sharing
his opinion., when the womyn then began talking
and directing her questions toward him,
Sritaih i felt like my voice was less
- importants i did not feel free in that space
to take my time thinking and shariimg aloud
anymore, a few days later, the womyn and i
talked about that specific interaction, i
shared what felt bad for me and asked for some
reassurance about whether or not she valued
my political thoughts. i shared how i felt
insecure about”my»responses not being as quick
as the male . in the room and so i
shut down, talking bridged the way for us to
undepsﬁanq_how social and power dynamics
cled us so we would be able to stand
ogether and supvort-each other within
' those dynamics next time.
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