












A Radical History Reading ListA Radical History Reading List
(an incomplete and imperfect list)(an incomplete and imperfect list)

"A People’s History of the United States" by Howard Zinn"A People’s History of the United States" by Howard Zinn

"Homage to Catalonia" by George Orwell"Homage to Catalonia" by George Orwell

"Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the "Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the
American West" by Dee BrownAmerican West" by Dee Brown

"Johnny Got His Gun" by Dalton Trumbo"Johnny Got His Gun" by Dalton Trumbo

"Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook "Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook
Got Wrong" by James W. LoewenGot Wrong" by James W. Loewen

"Live from Death Row" by Mumia Abu-Jamal"Live from Death Row" by Mumia Abu-Jamal

"Living My Life" by Emma Goldman"Living My Life" by Emma Goldman

"Native Son" by Richard Wright"Native Son" by Richard Wright

"The Autobiography of Malcolm X" as told to Alex Haley"The Autobiography of Malcolm X" as told to Alex Haley

"The Color Purple" by Alice Walker"The Color Purple" by Alice Walker

"The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck"The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck

"The Chomsky Reader" by Noam Chomsky"The Chomsky Reader" by Noam Chomsky

"Wobblies!: A Graphic History of the Industrial Workers of the "Wobblies!: A Graphic History of the Industrial Workers of the
World" by Paul Buhle and Nicole SchulmanWorld" by Paul Buhle and Nicole Schulman

"You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train: A Personal History of Our "You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train: A Personal History of Our
Times" by Howard ZinnTimes" by Howard Zinn



About Howard ZinnAbout Howard Zinn

Zinn was raised in a working-class family in Brooklyn, and Zinn was raised in a working-class family in Brooklyn, and 
flew bombing missions for the United States in World War flew bombing missions for the United States in World War 
II, an experience he now points to in shaping his opposition II, an experience he now points to in shaping his opposition 
to war. In 1956, he became a professor at Spelman College to war. In 1956, he became a professor at Spelman College 
in Atlanta, a school for black women, where he soon became in Atlanta, a school for black women, where he soon became 
involved in the Civil rights movement, which he participated in involved in the Civil rights movement, which he participated in 
as an adviser to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating as an adviser to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC). When he was fired in 1963 for Committee (SNCC). When he was fired in 1963 for 
insubordination related to his protest work, he moved to insubordination related to his protest work, he moved to 
Boston University, where he became a leading critic of the Boston University, where he became a leading critic of the 
Vietnam War.Vietnam War.

He is perhaps best known for A People's History of the He is perhaps best known for A People's History of the 
United States, which presents American history through the United States, which presents American history through the 
eyes of those outside of the political and economic eyes of those outside of the political and economic 
establishment. He created a historical text, with the goal to establishment. He created a historical text, with the goal to 
provide other perspectives of American history. The text provide other perspectives of American history. The text 
depicts the struggles of Native Americans against depicts the struggles of Native Americans against 
European and U.S. conquest and expansion, slaves against European and U.S. conquest and expansion, slaves against 
slavery, unionists and other workers against capitalists, slavery, unionists and other workers against capitalists, 
women against patriarchy, African-Americans against racism women against patriarchy, African-Americans against racism 
and for civil rights, and others whose stories are not often and for civil rights, and others whose stories are not often 
told in mainstream histories.told in mainstream histories.
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