
UNCONVENTIONAL 

At the 2008 Democratic 
and Republican National 
Conventions, the politicians who 
piloted us into unwinnable wars, ecologi-
cal catastrophes, and grievous imbal-
ances of wealth and power will 
attempt to recast themselves as 
the only ones who can rescue 
us from them.

It’s up to us to shut them down 
and open up the horizons 
of another future. 
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16th Street Mall

THE QUEEN CITY

“THE TRUTH IS THAT BOTH PARTIES, the Elite Repub-

licans and the party of promises, the Democrats, operate 

for their own selfish interests.  They are both ruled and con-

trolled by money and racism... the two party system is one 

animal with two heads eating out of the same trough. 

Check out the country clubs and you'll find that the two-

party boys drink together and vomit in the same toilets.”

Chicano activist Corky Gonzalez, 1970

March 17, 1973} Downing Street Bomb-
ing- An explosion went off at the Crusade for Justice 
headquarters.  By the end of the night one Crusade 
member was dead, and 17 people were injured 
including 12 police officers.  �e incident made way 
for bogus charges against Crusade members as well 
as stepped up harassment, brutality, and frame-ups 
from the Denver police against Crusade for Justice 
and the Chicano community in general.

October 12, 1991} Columbus Day 
Parade Confronted by AIM- After broken promises 
by Columbus Day parade organizers, American 
Indian Movement activists blocked the parade 
route, setting off resistance to the celebration of 
Columbus and its legacy of genocide, slavery and 
racism which continues to this day.

1993-2004} Police Murders Go Unchecked
In the 11 years that Colorado Governor Bill Ritter 
was District Attorney to Denver, more than 80 
people were killed by police without one criminal 
charge being filed. �is includes the death of Ismael 
Mena, shot in his sleep during a drug raid when police 
barged into his house by mistake, having had the wrong 
address, as well as Paul Childs, a 15 year-old African 
American special needs boy shot to death by 
police after refusing to drop a kitchen knife 
clutched to his chest.  �e officer who 
murdered Childs later went on to receive a 
promotion and a raise. 

March 11, 2002} Denver Spy 
Files Uncovered- �e ACLU discovered a 
database kept by the Denver Police for 
over 50 years monitoring social justice 
and environmental groups including 
Food Not Bombs, the Direct Action 
Network, the American Indian 
Movement, and the Breakdown Books collective. Two years 
later FBI agents would harass anarchists planning to attend 
DNC and RNC protests. 

 of denver’s story
elements

U D is committed to creating a 
framework to facilitate direct action for the DNC protests.
Unconventional Denver hosted a consulta in early October to discuss 
the role of these protests in the mobilization against the conventions 
and in the larger context of struggle. �eir goals include:

SHUT DOWN, DISRUPT, OR DELAY the convention and associated events 
PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK of ongoing direct action against the DNC
that will also build momentum for the RNC protests and links 
between anarchists that will continue beyond the conventions
FURTHER EFFORTS TO STOP RACIST DEVELOPMENT and the targeting of 
immigrant communities

WORK IN A MULTI-RACIAL COALITION with a multi-racial turnout for the 
events

HAVE PARTICIPANTS LEAVE FEELING MOTIVATED and inspired about direct 
action and the anarchist movement

HAVE SUCH A GOOD TIME and create something so magnificently awesome 
that no one will ever want to leave. Ever.

RECREATE68, a group that includes people who have been organizing in 
Denver for decades, plans to provide logistical support for the mobilization. 

�eir goals include creating a resource center for action medics with a free 
clinic, staffed by doctors and nurses, that will be open to all. �ey also plan 

to maintain two convergence spaces and a 24-hour occupation of the 
Civic Center Park for housing, events, and information. Visit their 

website: ..

Recreate68 has scheduled an anti-war march through 
downtown for Sunday, the day before the convention 

begins. �ere have been discussions about a day of 
coordinated action on Monday, the opening day of 

the conventions. �e next step is for on-the 
ground organizers and activists across the 

country to communicate and hash out a plan. 

T participate in this discussion, visit 
unconventional-action.pbwiki.com or 
join the listserv unconventionalaction 
at lists.riseup.net.

Another consulta has been 
scheduled for January 18-21 in 

Denver, where a strategy will 
be finalized. To contact local 

Denver organizers, email
unconventionaldenver @ 

riseup.net.
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     , we confuse 
elections with freedom, representation with self-determination. 
We look to politicians to solve our problems, and when they fail 

we replace them with other politicians. �ese politicians have been 
unanimous in their support for a disastrous war based on false pretexts. 
�ey are unanimous in defending borders that tear up families and 
countrysides while enabling corporations to export jobs, exploit workers, 
and pillage resources. �ey are unanimous in pushing cutthroat competi-
tion as the only possible economic model, even as the gulf widens 
between rich and poor and profit-driven environmental destruction 
causes global warming to accelerate at a catastrophic pace.

 �ey’ve created these problems, and now some of the same politicians offer to 
solve them for us. �ey try to maintain our attention by debating whether to change 
this or that detail. But it is foolish to expect different results from appealing to the 
same class of people: we can only extricate ourselves from the mess they’ve made by 
acting for ourselves, without so-called representation.

Our protests against war, global warming, and exploitation must be directed against the 
electoral system itself, so they are not reabsorbed and neutralized when new politicians 
offer to “represent” us. Our protests must interrupt the practical activity of the 
politicians—otherwise, they can be brushed off, to remain in the sphere of personal 
opinion. Even if we do not throw off their power entirely, the most efficient way to exert 
leverage upon politicians is by bypassing them to make the changes we desire ourselves, 
so they can offer us nothing and must struggle to catch up.
 We are proposing a strategy for each convention, a general framework to coor-
dinate our individual efforts so they add up to something powerful. �is must be public, 
so thousands of people can take part: a good strategy is effective regardless of whether 
the authorities are forewarned. �is framework must offer space for a wide range of 
tactics and plans, so a diverse array of people can participate. Inside this framework, 
participants can craft their own roles, retaining as much privacy as they need to play the 
parts they choose. If we succeed in disrupting the political spectacle of the conventions, 
politics in this country will never be the same.

B
In 2008, we will interrupt the Democratic and Repub-
lican National Conventions—the biggest electoral 
spectacles of all—AND BREAK THE SPELL.

America
IS UNDER A SPELL.



crash
the
conven-
tions in 
2008 ! 

Democratic national convention

Denver, CO
august 25-28

republican national convention 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN

september 1-4

www.recreate68.org www.nornc.org

www.unconventionalaction.org

NOisn’t
on the BaLLot

War

caPitaLisM

PatriarchY

eco-Devastation

White sUPreMacY

BorDers

sUrveiLLance

crash the conventions   2008



IN 1973, TWO MINNESOTA UTILITY COMPANIES ANNOUNCED THEIR PLANS to build a 
435-mile power line through rural North Dakota and Minnesota, which would 
destroy hundreds of poor farmers’ land and lead to electromagnetic pollution. 
Despite the opposition of local townships Minnesota granted the permit in 
1977. From then on, it was a no holds-barred battle between rural Minneso-
tans and the government and utility companies. Farmers gathered to block-
ade surveyors and used tractors to destroy their equipment. In August of 
1978, a 150-foot transmission tower came crashing to the ground, to be 
followed by fourteen more over the next few years. In what was described by 
one reporter as “guerrilla war,” over half of Minnesota’s state highway patrol and 
FBI was engaged in stopping sabotage of the project. When they would interro-
gate farmers about the fallen power lines, the only response was, “Hmpf! Must 
have been the bolt weevils.”

IN MINNEAPOLIS IN FEBRUARY OF 1934, truckers 
began organizing themselves into the Teamsters 
Local 574. By May, the entire industry was out in 
the streets, participating in some of the most 
militant streetfighting in US labor history. Thou-
sands of workers used garden hoses filled with lead and two-by-fours donated by the Carpenter’s Union 
to fend off scabs and cops. Rank-and-file unionists refused to be demoralized by the shooting of unarmed 
picketers and arrests of strike “leaders,” and instead decentralized the union into twenty different “curb 
headquarters.” 

By August 21st, employers caved in and guaranteed, among other things, wage increases and union 
recognition for all workers involved in the strikes. Following that summer, militant tactics became standard 
for all Minneapolis unions, and Minneapolis became a union town.

Minnehaha 

Free State

STARTING ON AUGUST 10TH, 1998, the Minnehaha Free 
State was a year and a half of active resistance 
against the planned rerouting of Highway 55 over 
sacred Dakotan land. A cross-cultural coalition of 
neighborhood community groups, Big Woods Earth 
First!, the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota community, 
and the American Indian Movement used a wide 
range of tactics including lawsuits, lockdowns, tree 
houses and sits, and demonstrations before being 
repressed by an unprecedented show of force from 
law enforcement nearly a year and a half later. For 
many in the Twin Cities, this was their introduction to 
radical politics. Nothing since has been a focal point 
for so many different people to get active.

Downtown
St. Paul

these stories come from �e Struggle is Our Inheritance, a radical history of 
MN produced by the RNC Welcoming Committee and available on their 
website at www.rncwelcomingcommittee.org
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T               , using the tactics they consider appro-
priate. As the specific blockade sites are established, some sites may be designated “red zones” (prepared for self-defense), “yellow 
zones” (peaceful but assertive), and “green zones” (no risk of arrest) so as to accommodate a wide variety of creative tactics. �e RNC 
Welcoming Committee is currently considering these zones and laying out specific blockade sites. Once these details are finalized they 
will be made public, and locals will be available to provide specific information and pictures of intersections, bridges, and other 

relevant locations to people who would like them.

O          , streets, on-ramps, and bridges as 
their own. To facilitate this process, the pReNC gathering called for local and regional groups to organize 

their own planning consultas over the next few months, so as to be ready 
to reconvene in Minneapolis in early summer 2008. Participants 

also called for a series of local actions against oppression 
and electoral politics leading up to the conventions, to 

build momentum and experience for the DNC 
and RNC protests.

“ ”
AT THE END OF AUGUST 2007,
over a hundred anti-authoritarians from around the country 
gathered in Minneapolis for the “pRe-NC,” a national planning 
consulta called by the RNC Welcoming Committee to distill a 
formal strategy for disrupting the Republican National Conven-

tion. Working groups focused on nationwide communica-
tions, infrastructure, media, coalition building, and strat-
egy. Poring over maps, timetables, and photographs of 

the city, the strategy working group ham-
mered out a plan.

the TWIN CITIES { A THREE-TIER
STRATEGY

O  
 ,
a large coalition of 
anti-war groups is 

calling for an 
as-yet unpermitted 
march from 10 am 

to 2 pm;

the currently
proposed route, 
which follows 
the security 
perimeter
around the Excel 
Center, overlaps 
favorably with 
Tier 1 of the 
strategy. �e 
Welcoming 
Committee is 
working with 
this coalition to 
ensure that the 
two plans are 
mutually
beneficial.
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BY:

FRAGMENTS of radical history
Minnesota has a deep tradition of resistance which continues to shape the context in which those protesting the RNC will find themselves. �ese 

summaries provide a brief glimpse into radical Minnesota. We highlight these because of their militancy, the wide array of participants involved, 
and their use of a diversity of tactics. 

blockade
THE XCEL CENTER

1.1.
Establish 15-20 
blockades,
utilizing a 
diversity of 
tactics, creating 
inner and outer 
rings around St. 
Paul’s Xcel 
Center.

immobilize
DELEGATES’ TRANSPORTATION

2.2.
Immobilize the 
delegates’ 
transportation 
infrastructure, 
including buses, 
bus depots, and 
airports. 

block 
CONNECTING BRIDGES

3.3.

Block the 
five western 
bridges
connecting
the cities.

BLOCKADING ENCOMPASSES A WIDE ARRAY OF

TACTICAL POSSIBILITIES WITH THE SIMPLE GOAL OF PREVENTING

THE MOVEMENT OF VEHICLES, PEOPLE, OR INFORMATION. 
BLOCKADES CAN BE FORMED BY PEOPLE SITTING OR LOCKING

DOWN, WITH UNWIELDY OBJECTS LEFT IN THE ROAD OR DEFENDED

BY PROTESTERS, WITH CONNECTABLE OBJECTS (LIKE BIKES!) 
CHAINED TOGETHER, WITH ROVING GROUPS TAKING OVER

INTERSECTIONS–THE SKY’S THE LIMIT.



Legal

-National Lawyers Guild (local chapters do 
legal observer and Know Your Rights 
trainings, and their site contains an excellent 
legal observer manual) www.nlg.org
-Midnight Special Law Collective (a great 
selection including know-your-rights 

pamphlets, trainer’s materials, and resources on legal observing and jail solidarity) 
www.midnightspecial.net
-Legal Support for Direct Actions 
www.unconventionalaction.org/resources/legal.html
-Chicago Anarchist Black Cross (willing to travel to different areas to do legal 
trainings) chicagoabc@riseup.net or myspace.com/chicagoabc

Tactical Skills

-Unpermitted Marches and Collective 
Anonymity www.why-
war.com/guides/2003/11/blackblocs.html
-Direct Action Survival Guide (general 
safety at actions) www.zinelibrary.net 
-Bodyhammer (body armor and self-
defense guide) www.zinelibrary.net 
-Road Raging (excellent in-depth guide for 
road blockade tactics) www.eco-
action.org/rr/
-Non-Lethal Disabling Weapons (analysis 
and guide to tools of State repression) 
www.anti-politics.net/distro/#se 
-Guide to Public Order Situations (classic 
guide to pre-empting  police control tactics) 
www.schnews.org.uk/diyguide/guidetopubli
cordersituations.htm
-Recipes for Disaster: An Anarchist Cook-
book (624-page tactical manual) 
www.crimethinc.com
-Blockades and Lockdowns 
www.unconventionalaction.org/resources/bl
ockades.html
-Communications Technology 
www.unconventionalaction.org/resources/c
omms.html

-Recreate 68:  info@recreate68.org, www.recreate68.org
-RNC Welcoming Committee:  rnc08@riseup.net, www.nornc.org
-UA Central NC:  centralNC@unconventionalaction.org
-UA Denver:  unconventionaldenver@riseup.net
-UA in the Bay (West Coast):  UAintheBay@unconventionalaction.org
-UA Chicago:  unconventionalchicago@gmail.com
-People’s Networking Convention (Madison, WI):  pnc2rnc@gmail.com
-Iowa Organizers Against the RNC:  velocipedeinfoshop@riseup.net
-MKE to RNC (Milwaukee, WI):  mketornc@yahoo.com,
www.mkeanarchy.bravehost.com

+Medic

-Action Medical (international 
network of street medics) 
zena.secureforum.com/onthegro
und/action-medical/index.htm
-Black Cross Health Collective 
(excellent source for street 
medic trainings and online 
publications)
www.blackcrosscollective.org
-Health and Safety at Militant 
Actions
www.blackcrosscollective.org  
-Street Medics and Emergency 
Healthcare
www.unconventionalaction.org/re
sources/medics.html

Facilitation/Consensus

-Direct Action Handbook (guide for using consensus in affinity groups) 
www.gipfelsoli.org/rcms_repos/Tools/DA_Handbook.pdf
-Consensus Decision-Making (a basic introduction)
www.casagordita.com/consensus.htm
-Consensus by Peter Gelderloos www.seesharppress.com
-Consensus is Not Unanimity: Making Decisions Cooperatively 
www.rantcollective.net/article.php?id=9

Security Culture

-Activism and Security Culture. www.why-war.com/guides/2003/09/security.html
-Security Culture www.huntsab.org/safety.htm

-Creating a Culture of Security: Preparing for a Raid Before it Happens 
www.huntsab.org/safety.htm

Unconventional Action collectives 
are organizing tours to circulate 

up-to-date information about strategy proposals and logistics from both 
Denver and the Twin Cities. These roadshows will be geared towards helping 
affinity groups and individuals acquire the skills and information they need to 
plug into the direct action strategies at both convention protests. We will be 
scheduling one-night stops or multiple-day trainings in each town, as needed.
We can offer various skill-based workshops including direct action tactics—like 
scouting/planning an action, blockades, de-arresting and breaking holds, street 
tactics—and other useful skills like consensus, working with an affinity group or 
cluster, and possibly medic trainings.

To set up a date in your town or help out with fundraising, contact us at 
roadshow@unconventionalaction.org

UNCONVENTIONAL ACTION

ROADSHOWS

JOIN THE

PARTY-CRASHERS:

RE-
SOURCES

In March, April and May 2008, COLORADO STREET MEDICS will be touring the United States offering trainings 
focused primarily on the Midwest and the West Coast of the United States. �ese trainings will be updated to include 
information specifically about Denver (altitude protocol, police tactics, locations). Trainings will include basic 24 hour 
courses, advanced 7-9 day medic trainings, a 48 hour refresher, and affinity group trainings. All lesson plans include 
emergency protocol, aftercare, herbal techniques and a few skills derived from Traditional Chinese Medicine.

Colorado Street Medics is one of the oldest medic collectives in the US with roots back to the original Broom Street 
Collective. Our trainers are experienced as medics, EMTs, first responders and doctors, and have been present at the 
Seattle WTO, Los Angeles DNC, Quebec City and Miami FTAA, and New York RNC protests, among dozens of 

others. To organize or attend a training, or to participate in the Denver DNC Medics, contact 
zoethemedic@gmail.com. �ey also have a training scheduled for January 23-26 in Lawrence, 
Kansas. For more info contact Jordan at scritch@riseup.net.

SEEDS OF PEACE is a collective of dedicated individuals working to support activists on the 
front lines of the struggle to bring about economic, environmental, and social justice. We will be 

spending most of our time preparing for the RNC, sending a few members of our collective to 
Minneapolis months before the convention to help with the organizing efforts already underway. We 

will also be working with other groups and individuals to provide food and medical support at the 
protests, as well as a variety of trainings for large actions and ongoing campaigns. 

We are currently in the process of setting up a week-long certified Wilderness First Responder 
course—with a focus on action first aid—to take place this summer; contact us for details. In the weeks before the 
conventions we will be providing introductory street medic trainings and advanced action medic trainings for those 
with medical backgrounds who lack experience in action first aid. We will also be offering direct action trainings before 
the convention and would like to collaborate with other groups to organize an action camp this summer. If you or your 
collective have any questions, are interested in learning more about our trainings, or would like to collaborate with us, 
please email seedsofpeace@riseup.net or visit our website at www.seeds-of-peace-collective.org. See y’all in St. Paul!

Up-to-the-minute news, inside information, and down-

loadable maps, posters, pamphlets, and guides

WWW.

UNCONVENTIONAL

ACTION.ORG
   

Additional copies of this paper and other 

materials are available from:

Unconventional Action Shipping & Receiving Dept | PO Box 765  

Winona, MN | 55987-0765 | distro@unconventionalaction.org


