September 6, 2012

Ken Salazar, Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
exsec@ios.doi.gov

Dan Ashe, Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dan_Ashe@fws.gov

Gary Frazer

Assistant Director for Endangered Species
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

1849 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240
gary_frazer@fws.gov

Nicole Alt, Chief

Division of Conservation and Classification
Endangered Species Program

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 420
Arlington, VA 22203

nicole_alt@fws.gov

Douglas Krofta, Chief

Branch of Listing, Endangered Species Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 420
Arlington, VA 22203
Douglas_Krofta@fws.gov

We the undersigned scientists are writing in support of the petition submitted on July 11, 2012
by the Center for Biological Diversity to protect 53 species of amphibians and reptiles under the
Endangered Species Act. The petitioned species have been classified as G1, G2 or G3 by
NatureServe or are included on the IUCN’s Red List as Near Threatened or worse, and they are
facing threats to their survival, such as habitat loss, pollution, introduced predators and climate
change. Therefore, we believe that the petitioned species are at risk and deserve a status review
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We have an interest in protecting amphibians and reptiles
and the habitats they need to survive, and we ask that you accept this letter of support for the
petition.



Sincerely,

Wilbur B. Amand
Executive Director
Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Steven C. Anderson

Professor Emeritus

Department of Biological Sciences
University of the Pacific

Stockton, California

Robin Andrews
Professor Emerita of Biological Sciences
Virginia Tech

Natalie Antinoff

Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians
Gulf Coast Veterinary Specialists

Houston, Texas

Patrick J. Baker
Assistant Professor - Biology
The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

Brittany Barker

Project Assistant: College Enrichment and Outreach Programs
Department of Biology

University of New Mexico

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Markus Baur
Reptile Veterinarian Specialist
Vet Leader - Reptile Rescue Centre Munich

Ximena E. Bernal
Assistant Professor
Biological Sciences
Texas Tech University

Beth Bicknese
Senior Veterinarian and IACUC Chair
San Diego Zoo

Michael Black
Lecturer



Georgia State University

Lisa Blair
Science Teacher
Round Rock, Texas

Emmett L. Blankenship
DVM, MS
Canton, Georgia

Susan Blas

Principal Scientist

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions
Aiken, South Carolina

Holly Brady
Regional Environmental Coordinator
Texas DOT-Environmental Affairs Division

Ryan Brown

M.S. Student in Sustainable Natural Resources
Oregon State University

Restoration Coordinator

Back Country Land Trust of Alpine, California

Buffalo Bruce

Staff Ecologist

Western Nebraska Resources Council
Chadron, Nebraska

Linda S. Butler
Biologist
Tijeras, New Mexico

Astrid Caldas
Climate Change and Wildlife Science Fellow
Defenders of Wildlife

Lisa R. Cantwell

Ph.D. Graduate Student

Dept. of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Gary S. Casper
Associate Scientist, UWM Field Station
Associate Editor, Herpetological Conservation and Biology



Co-Chair, Wisconsin Chapter of Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation
Editorial Board, Natural Areas Journal

Rebecca Chalmers
District Wetland Ecologist - State of Vermont.
Former Adjunct Faculty, Herpetology - Antioch University New England.

Rebecca Christolfel

Assistant Professor

Department of Natural Resources Ecology and Management
lowa State University

Ames, lowa

Steve Conners

General Curator

Z00 Miami

Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Department

John E. Cooper
Cooper Environmental Research
Constantia, New York

Bradley J. Cosentino

Assistant Professor

Department of Biology

Hobart and William Smith Colleges

Ruark L. "Rook" Cleary

Invasion Biologist

Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
Tallahassee, Florida

Lisa Crampton
Project Leader
Kauai Forest Bird Recovery Project

Anna E. Creighton
Neuroscience Institute
Georgia State University

Brian Crother

Professor of Biological Sciences, Interim Department Head
Southeastern Louisiana University

Past President - Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

Francesca Cuthbert



Professor & Department Head
Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology
University of Minnesota

Carlos Davidson
Professor
San Francisco State University

Carrie DeJaco
Queens University of Charlotte

C. Kenneth Dodd, Jr.
University of Florida
FWS - Office of Endangered Species Staff Herpetologist 1976-1984

Maureen Donnelly
Professor, Associate Dean - College of Arts and Sciences
Florida International University

Andrew Durso
Ph.D. Student (snake biology)
Utah State University

Sylvia Easton
Knoxville Zoo

Karen L Eckert
Executive Director
WIDECAST

Scott A Eckert

Department Chairman

Biology and Natural Resources
Principia College

James L. Edwards
Senior Advisor, Encyclopedia of Life
Washington, DC

Taylor Edwards

Assistant Staff Scientist
Herpetologist/Conservation Biologist
University of Arizona Genetics Core

Isabel Ely
Biologist



Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil

John Foley
Former Turtle Field Researcher
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Matthew Evans
Biologist
Smithsonian
Washington, DC

Wayne Frair
American Museum of Natural History

Matt Frankel

Zoologist

Surprise Spring Foundation
Prescott, Arizona

Carl Franklin

Biological Curator

Amphibian Reptile Diversity Research Center
University of Texas — Arlington

Karen Furnweger
Editor/Content Manager
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Chicago, Illinois

David Gapp
Silas D. Childs Professor of Biology
Hamilton College

Greg Geller

Senior Research Associate

Monsanto Corporation

Member - Chelonian Research Foundation, Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

James M. Gentile
CEO and President, Research Corporation for Science Advancement
Tucson, Arizona

Sara Gilman

Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator

Pine View Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center
Little Kohler, Wisconsin



Leslie Gordon
Vertebrate Program Manager, Live Animal Programs
Natural History Museum of LA County

Jordan Gray
Biologist/Zookeeper
Houston Zoo

Robert H. Gray
President, RH Gray & Associates
Richland, Washington

John W. Green
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians
Voorheesville, New York

Isabel Grefen

Reptile Rescue Centre

Member - German Society for Herpetology and Terraristics
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians
Munich, Germany

Erin Grey

Postdoctoral Researcher

The University of Notre Dame's Environmental Change Initiative
South Bend, Indiana

Sasha E. Greenspan
Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center

Jackie Guzy
Dept. of Biology
Davidson College

Stephen B. Hager
Associate Professor in Biology
Augustana College

Sarah E. Haas

Ph.D. Candidate

Department of Geography and Earth Sciences
UNC Charlotte

James Hanken
Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology, Curator in Herpetology, and Director



Museum of Comparative Zoology
Harvard University

Herbert S. Harris, Jr.
Natural History Society of Maryland

Laurel M. Harris, DVM
Woasatch Exotic Pet Care
Salt Lake City, Utah

Thomas Hayes
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Jaime Hazard
Biologist and Herpetologist
Saugerties, New York

Harold F. Heatwole

Professor

North Carolina State University
Herpetologists League, Past-President

Stephen J. Hecnar
Professor

Department of Biology
Lakehead University
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Aaron W. Heminway
M.S. Candidate, Dept. of Environmental Science and Biology
College at Brockport, State University New York

Gail W. Heyer, V.M.D.
Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Lewis Scott Hillard
Research Staff
University of California — Los Angeles

Stanley Hillman
Professor — Dept. of Biology
Portland State University

Jeffrey Himmelstein
Adjunct Professor of Biology (Retired)



Department of Biology
William Paterson University
Wayne, New Jersey

Glenn Hollowell
Area Management Biologist
Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Andrew Holycross
Assistant Research Professor
Arizona State University

David M. Hoppe
Professor Emeritus of Biology
University of Minnesota, Morris

Katie Howard

Wildlife Ecology

Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research
Department of Sustainability and Environment

Melinda Hughes-Wert
President

Nature Abounds
Clearfield, Pennsylvania

Heather Hulton

Ph.D. Student

Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology Department
University of California Riverside

Oliver J. Hyman
Instructor — James Madison University
Member — Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

Natalie Hyslop
Assistant Professor, Biology
Gainesville State College

Ghislaine Guyot Jackson
Herpetologist

Keiser University

Editor in Chief - Journal Cheloniens

Louisa Jaskulski
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians



Member — Bay Area Amphibian Reptile Society
Heather Kalb

Assistant Professor of Biology

West Liberty University

Mohsen Kalboussi
Institut Sylvo-Pastoral
Tabarka, Tunisia

Paul Kazyak
Freshwater Ecology Instructor
Johns Hopkins University

Steve Kimble

Ph.D. Candidate

Department of Forestry and Natural Resources
Purdue University

Bruce A. Kingsbury
Professor of Biology
Director of the “Herp Center”
Indiana-Purdue University

Christopher Kirby
OPS Biological Scientist
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Matt R. Kluber
Amphibian Ecologist
Florence, South Carolina

Charles Knapp

Vice President of Conservation and Research
John G. Shedd Aquarium

Chicago, Illinois

Stan Kotala

Conservation Chair

On behalf of Juniata Valley Audubon
Tyrone, Pennsylvania

Shan Kothari
Michigan State University

Kerry Kriger
Save The Frogs - Founder, Executive Director, Ecologist
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Santa Cruz, California

Kenney Krysko

Senior Biological Scientist
Division of Herpetology

Florida Museum of Natural History

Sarah Kupferberg
Ecologist

Questa Engineering

Pt. Richmond, California

Frank T. Kuserk

Professor of Biological Sciences

Director, Environmental Studies & Sciences Program Moravian College
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

Sally Landaal, MS
Raleigh, North Carolina

Lynne Lankes

Partner and DVM

Central Marin Cat & Exotic Hospital
San Rafael, California

Michael J. Lannoo

Professor

Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology
Indiana University School of Medicine

Zachary R. Lewis

Ph.D. Candidate

Dept. of Herpetology, Museum of Comparative Zoology
Harvard University

Asher Lichtig

Graduate Student

Sul Ross State University
Alpine, Texas

Michael Lieto
Research Assistant
SUNY Potsdam

Christine Light
Assistant Curator of Fish, Inverts and Herps
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Downtown Aquarium Denver
Denver, Colorado

Jim Litts
Executive Director/Science Director
Klamath Wetland Education & Research Institute

Jeannie Lord
Professor of Biology - Lakeland College, Wisconsin
Executive Director - Pine View Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center

Jonathan B. Losos

Monique and Philip Lehner Professor for the Study of Latin America
Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology

Curator in Herpetology, Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology
Harvard University

Thomas Lovejoy
Biodiversity Chair
H. John Heinz 111 Center for Science, Economics and Environment

Sheila V. Madrak

Ph.D Candidate

Joint Doctoral Program in Ecology
San Diego State University/UC Davis

Joe Martinez

Curatorial Assistant

Herpetology Department
Museum of Comparative Zoology

Jess McGuire
Graduate Student
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia

Dan Meakin
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

D. Bruce Means
President and Executive Director
Coastal Plains Institute

Karla J. Medina-Ortega

Post-Doctoral Scholar
University of California - Riverside
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John W. Meldrim

Certified Professional Fisheries Scientist
American Fisheries Society

Glen Ellyn, Illinois

Claude Miaud
Vice president - French Herpetological Society

David A. Mifsud

Herpetologist

Herpetological Resource and Management, LLC
Chelsea, Michigan

David S. Miller
Diplomate
American College of Zoological Medicine

Trish Miller

Wildlife Biologist

Division of Forestry and Natural Resources
West Virginia University

Matthew Peter Moskwik

Graduate Student

Dept. of Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior
The University of Texas at Austin

Allan Muth

Director

University of California, Riverside
Deep Canyon Desert Research Center

Daniel G. Nein
Wildlife Biologist / Project Manager - Stantec
Member - Northeast Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation

Kirsten E. Nicholson

Treasurer, Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles
Associate Professor of Biology - Dept. of Biology

Curator of Natural History - Museum of Cultural and Natural History
Central Michigan University

Reed F. Noss

Provost’s Distinguished Research Professor
Department of Biology
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University of Central Florida - Orlando, Florida

Christine Nye
Manager Horticultural Programs
Shedd Aquarium

Benjamin Oldham
Field Biologist
Trinity Western University

Kevin Oppenheimer, DVM
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Richard S. Ostfeld

Senior Scientist

Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies
Millbrook, New York

Annie Page-Karjian
University of Georgia
College of Veterinary Medicine

John G. Palis

Environmental Consultant

Palis Environmental Consulting

Jonesboro, Illinois

Member - Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

Theodore Papenfuss
Research Specialist in Herpetology
University of California, Berkeley

Michael J. Pappas
IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group

Christine Parker
UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine

Alexey Pavlov
Senior Staff Scientist
Volzhsko-Kamsky National Nature Biosphere Reserve

Tina Peak
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Janine Perlman
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AR and USFWS Wildlife Rehabilitation Permittee
Wildlife Nutrition Consultants
Alexander, Arkansas

Jennifer Pettit
Conservation Commissioner — State of Massachusetts
Townsend, Massachusetts

Christopher A. Phillips
Illinois Natural History Survey
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Randall Phillips

Environmental Specialist

Tennessee Dept. of Environment and Conservation
Natural Resources Section

John S. Placyk, Jr.

Manuscript Editor, Southeastern Naturalist
Department of Biology

University of Texas at Tyler

Gregory Pokrywka

Assistant Professor of Medicine

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Co-Founder, President Emeritus, Board Member of the Mid-Atlantic Turtle and Tortoise Society

Bonnie Raphaul
Wildlife Conservation Society
Bronx, New York

Julie M. Ray
Director
La MICA Biological Station

Roger Repp
On behalf of Tucson Herpetological Society
Tucson, Arizona

Stephen Richter

Associate Professor, Department of Biological Sciences
Associate Director, Division of Natural Areas

Eastern Kentucky University

Leslie Rissler
Associate Professor and Curator of Herpetology
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University of Alabama

Bruce Robertson

Assistant Professor of Biology
Department of Biology

Bard College

Cherie Rose
Research Biologist
ACES/American Crocodile Education Sanctuary

Vince Rose
Crocodilian Behaviorist
ACES/American Crocodile Education Sanctuary

Phil Rosen

Research Scientist

School of Natural Resources & the Environment
University of Arizona

Brandon M. Ruhe

President

The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and Conservation
Oley, Pennsylvania

Melissa Salter

Land Stewardship Coordinator

City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation
Design Development Division
Raleigh, North Carolina

Allen Salzberg
Publisher
HerpDigest

John D. Scanlon
Senior Environmental Scientist - Zoologist
Ecoscape (Australia) Pty Ltd

Chuck Schaffer
IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group

Marjolein Schat

Post Doctoral Associate

Invasive Species Ecology
Federated Department of Biology
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Rutgers University — Newark

Ruthie Schneider
Zookeeper

Como Zoo

St. Paul, Minnesota

Richard A. Seigel

Professor

Department of Biological Sciences
Towson University

George Sellers
Advisory Board
SaveTheFrogs.com

Steve Sheffield
College of Natural Resources and Environment
Virginia Tech

David Sinn
Honorary Research Associate
University of Tasmania, Australia

Brian Slaby
Field Crew Leader/Biological Science Technician
Maple Heights, Ohio

Leslie Z. Sokolow
Atlanta Herpetology Club
Epidemiologist - National Center For Immunization and Respiratory Diseases

Kim Sonderman
Herpetologist and Graduate Student
University of Georgia

Nathanael Stanek
American Museum of Natural History
New York, New York

Glenn R. Stewart
Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

Paul L. Stewart
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians
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Avian and Exotic Pet Clinic of Roanoke
Roanoke, Virginia

Alexa Stickel

Resident Naturalist

University of Georgia Costa Rica
San Luis de Monteverde, Costa Rica

Sarah Swope

Research Plant Ecologist

USDA Great Basin Rangelands Research Unit
Reno, Nevada

John A. (Jack) Szczepanski
Ph.D. Student

Dept. of Biological Sciences
University of Rhode Island

Kristin Szwajkowski
Education Coordinator
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Sasha Tetzlaff

M.S. Graduate Student
Purdue University
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Eric O. Thomas

Associate Professor of Biology
Department of Biological Sciences
University of the Pacific

Stockton, California

Gary Thornbloom
Chair
On behalf of Sierra Club Moshannon Group

Jim Thrall
Group Leader
Anchorage Chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby

Wendy Townsend

Author of “lguanas: A Guide to Their Biology and Captive Care” and “Lizard Love”
Member of the International Reptile Conservation Foundation
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Stan Trauth

President, The Herpetologists’ League
Professor

Department of Biological Sciences
Arkansas State University

Ted Tuchak
Past President of the Board of Directors
Palm Beach Zoo

Jason Urban

Production Designer
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Chicago, Illinois

Nicole Valenzuela

Associate Professor

Department of Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology
lowa State University

Ames, lowa

Dana Varble
President Elect - Association of Reptile and Amphibian Veterinarians

Johanna Vena
Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Richard C. Vogt

Neotropical Coordinator Freshwater Turtle and Tortoise Group
Species Survival Commission, IUCN

Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians

Insituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazonia

Steve Wagner
Biological Sciences
Central Washington University

Genevieve Vega Weaver

Member — Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians
Associate Veterinarian

Benning Animal Hospital

Columbus, Georgia

Robert Villa

Tucson Herpetological Society
Tucson, Arizona
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Al Westerman
Environmental Scientist
Kentucky Division of Water

Judith S. Weis

Professor Emeritus

Department of Biological Sciences
Rutgers University

Yehudah L. Werner

Professor Emeritus of Zoology

Department of Ecology, Evolution and Behavior
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Jerusalem, Israel

Howard Whiteman

Director, Watershed Studies Institute
Professor

Murray State University

Edward O. Wilson
Professor Emeritus
Museum of Comparative Zoology
Harvard University

Alexander Wolf
M.S., Wildlife Ecology
Cooperative Wildlife Research Lab at Southern Illinois University

Todd Wolf
Member - Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians

Derek Yorks
Graduate Student
University of Massachusetts — Amherst

Breda M. Zimkus

Cryogenic Collection Project Manager
Postdoctoral Fellow, Hanken Laboratory
Museum of Comparative Zoology
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