
the Mexico Solidarity Network presents:

Justice for Chiapas!

when: Feb 3rd - 23rd, 2013
where:  West Coast: LA to Seattle

The presentation will be in Spanish with English 
interpretation provided by MSN.

Attendance is open and free of charge.

with Pablo Obando, Communications Director of the 
Fray Bartolomé Human Rights Center 

and 
Mexico Solidarity Network representative, Tony Nelson

Autonomy and human rights in the Indigenous Communities of southern Mexico

Pablo  will speak on the human rights 
situation in Chiapas, Mexico, the Fray 
Bartolome Centerʼs work, and the role 
of international solidarity. The Center 
has been widely recognized for 
accompanying indigenous communities 
under attack, documenting abuses, and 
defending cases in court. It has recently 
been increasingly threatened by 
paramilitary organizations for this work.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10 at 4PM

CENTRO CHICOMOZTOC
41 E. William St., San José

*presentation will be in Spanish with English interpretation*
OPEN and FREE of charge

ORGANIZED BY CCRA with UNIVERSIDAD DE LA 
TIERRA CALIFAS and XGC

contact: unitierra.califas@mitotedigital.org

Center for Convivial
Research & Autonomy

CALIFAS

SCHEDULE OF PROJECTS

Democracy Ateneo meets 3rd Saturday of the month @ 
Casa de Vicky (792 E Julian St. San Jose, CA)

UT Califas tertulia meets 1st and 3rd Friday of the month 
@ Grande’s (150 E San Carlos St. San Jose, CA)

UT Califas Tactical Cartography taller meets 4th 
Saturday of the month @ tba

Theses Clinic meets 1st Saturday of the month @ CIIS 
(1453 Mission St. San Francisco, CA)

Upcoming events:
[list of specially convened spaces]
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UNIVERSIDAD DE LA TIERRA CALIFAS

Universidad de la Tierra Califas is an effort currently underway in the San 
Francisco Bay Area with a particular focus in the South Bay. UT Califas 
extends the convivial learning praxis of the Universidad de la Tierra 
“campuses” in Oaxaca, and Chiapa, and Puebla. As a collective pedagogy, 
UT Califas claims no buildings nor is it burdened by a cumbersome 
bureaucracy. Rather, UT Califas activates a number of interconnected spaces 
of co-learning engaged by deprofessionalized intellectuals, community-based 
scholars, convivial researchers, and insurgent learners committed to co-
generating a variety of locally situated strategic knowledges and collective 
practices. As an alternative to formal, institutionalized knowledge production, 
UT Califas engages already established movement and capacity building 
projects, popular education spaces, and participatory action and militant 
research efforts making available a variety of grassroots “technologies” 
intended to address immediate local issues. 

UT Califas serves a variety of constituencies, including local youth from 
historically under represented communities who are considering opportunities 
in higher education and would like support to matriculate; students already at 
university who need resources to complete formal programs of study; and 
young people at all levels who are seeking alternatives to formal education. 

Committed to transcending “multicultural” regulatory strategies and subverting 
top-down, transmission pedagogies typical of traditional teaching and 
research institutions, UT Califas refuses to train trainers, organizers, or 
teachers. Thus, UT Califas converts diversity trainings into dialogues, 
employment hierarchies into shared, collective work projects, and service 
learning into networked community spaces that collectively address local 
struggles related to California’s changing demographic. 

Universidad de la Tierra Califas in the South Bay is animated by a Zapatista 
politics of encounter and the wide-reaching anti-capitalist mobilization from 
below. Our commitment to a Zapatismo beyond Chiapas motivates a number 
of critical questions: how do we pursue Uni-Tierra Califas as an open 
reflection and action space(s)? How can it bring together a wide variety of 
organized and dispersed communities critical of mainstream institutions and 

dominant practices? How can it prioritize engagement with more militant and/
or autonomous groups committed to thinking and engaging autonomous 
learning spaces?

To fulfill the claims and obligations of UT Califas as an open, horizontal, and 
autonomous co-learning space, an “architecture” has begun to emerge that 
contributes to a reweaving of what Gustavo Esteva explains as the social 
fabric of community. The socio-political edifice or on-going space of 
encounter presented here is not a physical building or bureaucratic structure. 
Rather, the “architecture” should be understood in the same way as the 
Aymara have deployed the “barracks” in their struggle for local autonomy 
which, according to Raúl Zibechi, “are social relationships: organizational 
forms based on collective decision making and the obligatory rotation of duty, 
but in a militarized state or, in other words, adapted to cope with violent 
assault.” (Zibechi, Dispersing Power) The imagined scaffolding for Uni-Tierra 
Califas includes a Center for Appropriat(ed) Technologies, Language and 
Literacy Institute, Theses Clinic, Study Travel Jornadas, and a Democracy 
Ateneo.

The Center for Appropriate(d) Technologies promotes the sharing of a wide 
variety of strategic, community-oriented cultural tools, or technologies. Given 
our commitment to automonous strategies of community regeneration, we 
approach “technology” very broadly celebrating the collective invention of 
situated tools that emerge from shared struggle and are in service of 
community efforts. UT Califas in the South Bay has already begun 
appropriating, inventing, and sharing a wide variety of “tech” in the areas of 
activating, research, and analysis.

The Language and Literacies Institute treats language very broadly, making 
sure not to confine our focus to dominant forms of communication mostly 
associated with Western imperial languages. Convivial language and literacy 
projects provide critical opportunities to further the analysis of local issues 
through a wide-variety of “reading” tools that decode different literatures, 
shifting conjunctures, and emerging socio-political formations.

The Theses Clinic supports compañer@s who are strategically producing 
formal research products such as theses or dissertations for official 

programs. The “clinic” convenes a horizontal space that heals researchers 
afflicted with empiricism and positivism. Once inoculated, long-term participants 
as well as “drop-ins” at the “clinic” can access a variety of tools to prevent the 
spread of elite claims and professionalized authority that objectify communities 
of struggle. Various strategies of collaboration can not only decontaminate elite 
projects but also make available convivial community-based knowledge 
production “technologies.”

The study-travel jornadas facilitate an extended community through strategic 
exchanges of local compañer@s whose community involvement and intellectual 
itineraries would benefit from travel and research between the Bay Area and 
other sites, including Universidad de la Tierra Oaxaca, Puebla, and Chiapas.

The Democracy Ateneo is an open space for research, reflection, and action that 
interrogates the vexed and incomplete project of democratic promise. The 
learning space is organized around agreements and questions to explore four 
critical themes: a) projects that attempt to democratize mainstream liberal 
institutions in the areas of education, local government, health, and food, b) 
autonomous alternatives to traditional, representative democracy such as the 
Zapatista struggle and their critique of the party-state system and the Fourth 
World War and their experimenting with a politics of encounter and direct 
democracy, c) projects that have undermined democratic promise historically 
and politically including, for example, slavery, development, neoliberalism, 
militarized policing, low intensity war, (global) prison industrial complex, and 
democratic despotism; d) the strategies, practices, and formations that promote 
the production of collective subjects.

In short, our shared path imagines UT Califas as a cargo, or collectively 
entrusted obligation for community renewal. As a decentralized, diffused, and 
horizontal learning space, UT Califas South Bay promotes a diverse community 
of insurgent learners and convivial researchers animated by an anti-capitalism 
from below. The networked learning spaces of Uni-Tierra Califas encourage 
folks to engage their own communities and develop critical analytical skills, 
research practices, facilitation techniques, and direct action strategies that 
prioritize the intersections between community regeneration, collective safety, 
food wisdom, environmental renewal, and convivial learning.
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DOMINGO 10 de FEBRERO a las 4PM

CENTRO CHICOMOZTOC
41 E. William St., San José

*presentación será en Español con traducción a Inglés*
GRATIS y TOD@S son INVITADOS

ORGANIZAD@ POR CCRA con UNIVERSIDAD DE LA 
TIERRA CALIFAS y XGC

contacto: unitierra.califas@mitotedigital.org

¡Justicia para Chiapas!
la Red de Solidaridad con México presenta...

Autonomía y derechos humanos en Comunidades Indígenas del sur de México

con Pablo Obando, Director de Comunicaciones del Centro Fray 
Bartolomé

y
Representante de la Red de Solidaridad con México, Tony Nelson

Pablo hablará sobre el trabajo del 
Centro Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, la 
situación de derechos humanos en 
Chiapas, México y el papel de la 
solidaridad internacional. El Centro es 
r e c o n o c i d o p o r e l t r a b a j o d e 
acompañamiento a las comunidades 
indígenas que han sido atacadas, 
documentado abusos y defendiendo 
casos ante los tribunales. Por este trabajo, 
recientemente han sido amenazados por  
organizaciones paramilitares.
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