
Jail for Gary Johnson?
Homeless activist Johnson has been sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison for peaceful political 
protest in front of the Santa Cruz courthouse in August 2010 and again last winter.  He was 

shining a spotlight of shame on Santa Cruz's criminalization of homeless people and 
persecution of homeless activists.  A vegetarian, Johnson needs money to pay for food there. 

“Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a prison.
--Henry David Thoreau

“It is the action, not the fruit of the action, that's important.  You have to do the right thing.  It may not be 
in your time that there will be any fruit, but that doesn't mean you stop doing the right thing.  You may 

never know what results come from your action.  But if you do nothing, there will be no result.”
-Mahatma Mohandas Gandhi

“When, in the course of human development, existing institutions prove inadequate to the needs 
of humanity, when they serve mainly to enslave, rob, and oppress humanity, the people have the 
right to rebel against and overthrow those institutions.  The mere fact that these forces—inimical 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—are legalized by statute laws...and enforced by 
political power in no way justifies their continued existence.”

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all human beings, irrespective of race, color, wealth, 
or sex, are born with the equal right to share at the table of life; that to secure this right, there 

must be established among us economic, social, and political freedom; we hold further that 
present government exists but to maintain special privilege and property rights; that it coerces us 

into submission and therefore robs us of dignity, self-respect, and life.”
“A vast country, rich enough to supply all her children with all possible comforts, and insure 

well-being to all, is in the hands of a few, while the nameless millions are at the mercy of ruthless 
wealth gatherers, unscrupulous lawmakers, and corrupt politicians.”

---with thanks and apologies to Emma Goldman

“Amid the debates about 'political prisoners' in the United States, one can distinguish between those 
engaged in civil disobedience who identify as 'loyal  opposition'--and by their very 'dissent' affirm the 

institutions of the American plutocracy—and those so alienated by state violence and government 
betrayals of humanitarian and democratic ideals that their dissent chronicles their dissatisfaction, 

and at times insurrection.  Such insurrection may at times become (proto-) revolutionary.”
--in the spirit and using many of the words of Joy James Imprisoned Intellectuals (2003)

The Santa Cruz Police Department is now bragging openly about the destruction of 
homeless camps and the creation of homeless refugees on its website 

http://santacruzpolice.blogspot.com/ .  In its sixth week of open “search and destroy” 
operations the SCPD is using a “snitch line” encouraging community members to direct 
goon-squads to uproot homeless people with no shelter,  It brags of 275 citations issued 

for survival camping, 108 arrests, 159 campsites tagged & 54 campsites destroyed.  

Document and Post Any Abuses You Observe.  Stand Up for Those Under Attack.
Act to Restore Regular Use of Public Spaces Arbitrarily Closed to Repress Protest.

Refuse to Cooperate With the Campaign to Scapegoat and Sweep Away the Poor.
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