
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 
S T A T E CAPITOL 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 
95814 

November 22, 2011 

Mr. Ken Salazar, Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Mr. John Laird, Secretary 
Natural Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Amended Bay Delta Conservation Plan Memorandum of Agreement 

Dear Secretaries Salazar and Laird and Commissioner Connor: 

As representatives of the people of California, we have serious concerns with the current 
direction of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP). The most critical among those include a 
failure of transparency in the process; the limited set of alternatives being considered; scientific 
inadequacy, including a lack of flow criteria for the San Francisco Bay and Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta Estuary (Bay Delta); the absence of cost/benefit analyses; and, the undue influence 
granted to State and Federal export water agencies to the exclusion of a meaningful role for other 
public interests. 

We appreciate the efforts of California Natural Resources Agency Deputy Secretary Jerry Meral, 
who, following meetings with stakeholders, recently announced public meetings will now 
include opportunities for discussion between participants. We hope this represents a first step 
leading to substantive changes in how BDCP planning is conducted. Unfortunately, the recently 
signed Amended Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Department of Water 
Resources, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and several water contractors' organizations 
represents a potentially fatal obstacle. This agreement offers the signatories - including water 
agencies from southern California, the Central Valley and Santa Clara Valley - extraordinary 
opportunities to influence the process, to the disadvantage of Delta communities, environmental 
organizations, fishing groups and the public at large. 

The MOA binds the parties to a rushed timeline for completing the plan, making adequate 
scientific analysis and consensus-building impossible. It establishes that long-term guarantees of 
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"certainty" to Central Valley Project export water contractors will be a first priority for state and 
federal decision makers. And, it memorializes the "pay to play" nature of the BDCP, as many of 
our Washington legislators have phrased it, by giving the export water agencies an 
unprecedented level of control over what should be an open, public process. 

To date, the BDCP has suffered critical failures. After five years and over a hundred million 
dollars, it lacks the most basic procedural or scientific foundation. Those missteps reflect a past 
deference and delegation to export water agency driven goals and a lack of respect for scientific 
rigor in lieu of full state and federal agency engagement and oversight. The MOA appears to 
memorialize this arrangement, increasing concerns that the BDCP will allow water exports to 
take precedent over ecosystem needs and socio-economic health considerations in the Delta, 
directly in conflict with the coequal goals and the requirements of SB 1 (Simitian), which was 
passed during the California Legislature's Seventh Extraordinary Session in 2009. 

Several of the congressional delegation representing the Bay Delta - Representative George 
Miller, Representative Doris Matsui, Representative Jerry McNerney and Representative Mike 
Thompson -sent a letter to U.S. Interior Secretary Kenneth Salazar, urging him to retract 
Interior's approval of the MOA and allow a public comment period of 45 days on the agreement 
prior to final approval. We urge the same, and for the State, in parallel, to retract the Department 
of Water Resources' approval of the MOA immediately. Allowing all interested parties to 
provide their perspective on the proposed agreement and suggest ways in which the agreement 
can be broadened and improved increases the likelihood of creating a collaborative decision
making structure that will help accomplish the coequal goals. 

In conclusion, the undersigned would like to see a durable, successful BDCP that meets the 
coequal goals the Legislature has adopted for the Delta and serves the needs of all Californians. 
We hope you will use this opportunity to set the BDCP on that path and look forward to meeting 
with you in the near future to discuss the furtherance of those principles. 

Please respond to us in writing by December 16, 2010. 

LONI HANCOCK 
California Senate, 9 t h District 

California Senate, 5 District 

alifornia Assembly, 6 District 
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WESLEY CHESBRO 
California Assembly, 1 s t District 

ALYSON HUBER 
California Assembly, 10 th District 

DR. RICHARD PAN 
California Assembly, 5 t h District 

MARIKO YAM^^pA 
California Assembly, 8 District 
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MICHAEL ALLEN 
California Assembly, 7 District 

SUSAN BONILLA 
California Assembly, 11 t h District 

BILL*BERRYHILL 
th California Assembly, 26 District 

JOAN BUCHANAN 
California Assembly, 15 t h District 

PAUL FONG 
California Assembly, 22 n d District 

WILLIAM MONNING 
California Assembly, 27 t h District 

NANCYSKINNER 
California Assembly, 14 t h District 

Y / I I I 
aliforiWAssembly, 19 th District 

California Assembly, 9 District 

cc: Senator 
Senator 

The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 
The Honorable 

Boxer 
Feinstein 
George Miller 
Doris Matsui 
Jerry McNerney 
Mike Thompson 
John Garamendi 
Dennis Cardoza 

The Honorable Dan Lungren 
The Honorable Jeff Denham 
Deputy Secretary Jerry Meral 
Mark Cowin, Director, DWR 
Delta Counties Coalition 


