
Rough Notes on the Laws Against Protesters  & 
Harass Homeless Folks in Mission Plaza Park

 These are preliminary advisory notes recording my experience with the local ordinances, police and 
court practices.  I am not a lawyer, but have followed numerous cases and have been cited for others.  I  
encourage those staying in the Occupy Santa Cruz encampment to talk to others, discuss these issues 
fully, realize that none of this advice is holy writ, and recognize that large numbers of protesters can 
create their own rules and understandings with authorities, as long as they maintain good relations 

with their neighbors.  I would also advise consulting a longer selection of the actual laws titled 
“Deadly Downtown Ordinances” available from HUFF.  If you have questions look for folks with the 
HUFF logo masking taped across their back.  Also feel free to report any incidents regarding abuse of  

homeless people by police or authorities.  Or against you, for that matter. 

Camping at any time (setting up or maintaining a campsite with the intent to remain overnight) is illegal at 
anytime.  Sleeping or setting up bedding is illegal 11 PM to 8:30 AM.   Tickets can be dismissed if you 
previously get on the Waiting List at the Homeless Services Center at 115 Coral St.  So far none have been given 
to OSC.  Tents were set up in San Lorenzo Park last night.  

Lodging (PC 647e) has been held to be legal in recent protest cases against at least four defendants, where that 
means “sleeping” however that does require a jury trial and an appointed public defender, which may mean 
authorities could be reluctant to use it against a large group.  However, this law was used after a month of 
allowing a homeless protest to go on at night on the steps of the County Building and surrounding area where it 
is not illegal to be at night (in theory).  It is currently being tested in the case of Linda Lemaster.  However two 
activists—Gary Johnson and Ed Frey have currently been sentenced to 6 months in jail and are appealing.

Mission Plaza Park probably closes at sunset (check the posted hours), and it is technically an infraction to be 
in the park after dark.  However police and rangers did not enforce San Lorenzo Park closing hours last night 
when there was a group of sleepers there.

8.14.200 Are DOGS are prohibited?  Signs in the park may tell. ..8.14.205 DOGS DOWNTOWN. 
Allows dogs downtown if they are leashed, on a leash held by dogwalker, no more than two dogs at a time, no 
tying dogs to anything, only during daylight hours, with vaccination and license and forbidden to panhandlers.   

6.04.060 PROHIBITION OF SMOKING...(s) Parks, beaches, recreational trails, and all other outdoor 
recreation areas where any such park, beach, outdoor recreation trail and area is designated by posting as 
nonsmoking;..  Check signs in the park.  More important, ask your neighbor if it bothers her.

Panhandling is forbidden after dark, within 3' of a person, within 14' of a building, bench, trash can, and in 
many other locations.  In a group of two.  With or without a sign, whether done silently or verbally. 
Homelessness, of course, is a de facto crime in Santa Cruz.  The presence of peace-and-justice activists in OSC 
could provide a forum for restoring some human rights to those outside.

Complaints from neighbors about music and loud behavior can result in citations under city codes 
establishing a much quieter volume level after 10 PM.   Activists have been convicted of “unreasonably 
disturbing noise” for singing “Downtown” with Homeless lyrics in front of Mayor Coonerty's Bookshop Santa 
Cruz at 3 PM during the day.  The proximity of neighbors and a church makes this a possibility.  The code 
section is 9.36.010 and 9.36.020 for all you law buffs.   Note:  All these “crimes” are infractions that don't  
subject you to arrest or jail time.  On the other hand, there are significant fines ($100-500).
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