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	 During	the	week	of	December	12th,	inmates	in	at	least	7	
Georgia	prisons	engaged	in	the longest prison strike in U.S. his-
tory.	Organized	mostly	by	contraband	cell	phones,	prisoners	refused	to	
leave	their	cells	in	protest	of	forced	labor	without	pay	(Georgia	prisons	
refuse	to	pay	even	meager	wages	for	work	including	maintaining	other	
government	buildings)	and	other	dismal	conditions,	including	a	10%	
charge	for	money	transfers	and	being	charged	$55	a	month	for	just	4,	
15-minute	phone	calls.	Inmates	came	together	across	boundaries	of	
religion,	skin	color,	and	gang	affiliation	to	fight	for	their	shared	interests.	
In the words of Elaine Brown:	“If you’re at Macon or Smith or 
Hayes, you’re participating in the strike. It’s not five people. This isn’t 
rabble-rousing. It’s a universal, unified effort on the part of 
men who have been treated like slaves, whether they are 
black, white or Latino.” 
	 For	six	days,	prisoners	endured	near-lethal beatings from	
not	only	prison	guards	but SWAT teams,	destruction	of	their	property,	
starvation	and	other	conditions	of	lockdown.	Demands included:	a	
living	wage	for	work,	educational	opportunities	beyond	the	GED,	decent	
health	care,	an	end	to	cruel	and	unusual	punishments,	decent	living	
conditions,	nutritious	meals,	job	opportunities,	access	to	their	families,	
and	fair	parole	decisions.
	 For	many	of	us,	these	conditions	sound	all	to	familiar.	From	
our	shit	minimum-wage	jobs,	to	not	being	able	to	afford	college,	to	fac-
ing	repression	at	the	hands	of	the	police	(RIP	Oscar	Grant),	we	all	desire	
a	better	life	and	a	better	world.	Likewise,	we	find	strength	and	inspiration	
in	the	actions	of	our	comrades	behind	bars.	From	Georgia	prisons	to	the	
streets	of	Oakland,	their	struggle	is	our	struggle,	their	fight	is	our	fight!	
Fire to the Prisons! For the Global Human Strike!
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