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"What is needed
then? Destroy pov-
erty, that source of
crime, by assuring
to each the satisfac-

tion of all needs!

And how difficult is
this to achieve? It
would suffice to
establish society on
new bases where
everything would
be in common and
each, producing
according to their
aptitudes and
strengths, could
consume according
to their needs.
Then we would no
longer see

people...crave a

metal of which they
become the slaves
and the victims!”
Ravachol
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Nefus from the Halley Class War
Police Violence Out of Control in Valley

2B-year old Luis Guitierrez took six bullets from
undercover cops before he Fell on April 30th inWoodland,
just outside of Sacramento. The shot that killed him ripped
through the back of his head and neck. Luis, a farm worker
from a working-class family, 15 vet another victim of the
Central Valley's Gang Suppression Unuts, Cops onginally
said that Gutierez had attacked them, but no one believed
them; not even the county coroner, who performed the
autopsy. Community members have called foreverything
from an "independent investigation,” to shutting down Yolo
County Sheriff Department’s Gang Suppression Unit and
undarcover cops. Recently, people in Woodland have staged
protests and marches against the police outside of the DMV
where Luis was killed, calling for justice in his case,

In Fresno, police broke a homeless man's wrist in
early June, in yet another case of police violence. Randy
Johnson was arrested and released several tmes, withowt
cause. In the course of the arrests, the cops broke his wrist
Officers then entered his wife's home, and attempted to force
her topress charges against him. She refused. Johnson, his
wifie, and an independent witness say the cops were violent,
using "excessive force.” This latest act of brutality comes on
the tails of a video showing Fresno police savagely beating
another homelass man, who was then arrested and charged
with assaulting the police officers. Videos of both incidents
can be found on www.indybay.org

A Ti-year-old woman 15 suing Stamislaus Law
Enforcement agencies over the use of excessive force
over a year ago, when cops from the DEA and other
agencies entered her home with a warrant and left her
with full-body bruises and hip pain, Officers were
supposedly in search of one of her tenants, who did not
live at the house,

In the midst of this ongoing repression, a senes
of public forums about police violence have been orga-
nized in Modesto, These forums have given people the
Opportunity to come mgelhe:? however police presence
at the events creates a dynanuc wherg people are
required to grovel before their exploiters and abusers.
Many have called for the creation of an independent
police review board that would be able to investigate the
police and hold various officers legally accountable for
their actions. However, all the local head pigs in these
meetings have made it very clear that they do notsupport
any sort of agency that would limit their power over our
lives. There 15 nothing to be gained by dialogging with
the police, and these forums have only succeeded in
allowing the police to claim that they have an interest in
“working with the people.” They don't - their power
comes from their violence which is sanctoned by the
state. With each new atrocity, their role in this society
bacomes more and more clear: they are our enemias,

Surveillance System Gives Police More
Power Over Downtown

Taking a walk through the downtown of Modesto,
you may notice some new signs that read: “Notice: Moni-
tored by Video Camera.” Taking a closer look, you wall then
find that the cameras stationed up about two stories off the
ground peer down at the street bellow. Like other Central
Valley cities such as Fresno, Ripon, Manteca, and Livings-
ton, Modesto (according to the Modesto police at a recent
public meeting), now boasts about 70 surveillance cameras
throughout the city. According fo a press release from the
WidNet Corporation, “WidNet. . [has] implement[ed)..a
wireless video surveillance network for the City of Modasto,
California. The first phase of the project implements cameras
throughout the downtown section of the City and features a
full-scale monitoring center at the Police Department.” The
new camera system cost the City, according to the Modesio
Bee, “$340,000 for 10 cameras.”

According to the police, this surveillance system
is part of an effort in “redeveloping™ the downtown and
making it safe and attractive for business interests and
upscale establishments such as the Gallo Center. As
Licutenant Ron Cloward stated, * After significant
redevelopment efforis in our downtown area over recent
years, we are extremely proud to add this safety ool 1w
further spur economic development and improve secu-
rity in this pan of our City.” In other words, the surveil-
lance system makes the downtown safer for businesses
interests and acts as a tool for the police aganst the
poor, the youth, the homeless, and those who would use
the downtown to congragate without buying and selling,
This same logic also lead the police w install a sub-
station in the downtown area after people started using
the 10th and J Street area as a hangout space on week-
ends. Lieutenant Ron Cloward even stated in the
Modesio Hee that the substation was instrumental in
kicking youth out from the downtown area.

While the papers are quick to lap up reports from
the police that surveillance make us safer, in reality,
survelllance systems do not reduce cnime. In a racent
study reported in the Modesto Bee, it was found that in
the small Central Valley town of Ripon, despite the
massive amount of surveillance cameras placed
throughout the city, crime actually rose by 4% in the last
yaar. In countnies ke England where surveilllance
CAMEras are aven more prominent, similar statistics
exist, with crime not being drastically effected At the
bordars, in the workplace, and in our commumnities,
surveillance has nothing to do with keeping us safe, and
everything to do with keeping us in line.






