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~ « In the time of presidents and police we sllam.‘nur ts and our knives

_ hir ' g worse. Colllities in Merced, Stanislaus, and San Joaq ' leadmg the state
in grow Ity rates as the divide grows betweenitie rich and the rest of us. Foreclosure is pushingthousands out of

thel omes orations continue to | workers, and fee hikes, gas prices, the cost of living, food #i€alth care, trans-

lion, ' nfi to rise. In Stanislaus County, the unemployment rate has shot up‘to 10% for the

. time i ¢ years. The reality of hvmg pay check to pay check, of existing on the meager wages that the rich throw

g devastating effects as many are forced fo find “work™ in stealing cars and selling drugs. Prisons have

* b‘ome one of the largest growth industries in the valley and cities are spending literally millions on surveillance systems
and the beefing up of local police who remain as brutal as ever. Repression has become a way to make money in a place
where the upper class manufactures the conditions for crime, poverty, and homelessness. The Department of Homeland
Security acting through ICE (the immigration police) also has been hard at work destroying lives and breaking apart
families with raids and deportations. For the largely Latino population of farm workers and other migrant laborers who
make up the back bone of the cheap labor which keeps this valley’s economy humming, things haven’t gotten better,
they’ve gotten worse. As one person in the Modesto Bee recently commented, "I stress about getting back and forth from
work. Gas takes almost half of my check. Sometimes I do without breakfast and lunch.” The mix of the cost of living and
shit wages has been too much for many. as the ranks of the homeless swell throughout the valley. These conditions of
course benefit the entire global system, as the US government war machine requires the bodies of poor youth to act as
troops in Iraq. Afghanistan , and elsewhere as people continue to be butchered in conflicts for resources, profits, and
power.

Our “representatives,” “community leaders.” and heads of “opposition” groups of course have the answer for us. The
answer is to vote for them, to join their organizations, to give them money. faith, obedience, and time at the “office.” With
the elections coming this year we will all soon be saturated by the spectacle of “democracy™ in which we will be forced to
“choose” which member of the ruling class will make decisions “for us” in the next four years... Some people will say we
are crazy for dreaming and fighting for a world without power structures and classes: we say they’re crazy for thinking we

should ever be forced to live under them. What changes this world is not ballots and politicians, leftist ideologues or even
anarchist newsletters — what changes this world is when people decide that perhaps the roles of worker, consumer,

prisoner, citizen, student, immigrant, wife, husband, voter, unemployed. wage slave, renter, w ‘
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anything that they have been forced info. assigned, and made apart - no longer interests
them. Things happen when we realize that we don’t like these roles — that : i
they leave us powerless and enslaved to others for the sake of making o Tf il
them rich and powerful. Things happen when we want to destroy (L5
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immigrant legislation." Photo.by Mike Rhodes.: 3































































