
Statement from the October 22 Coalition to Stop 
Police Brutality, Repression and the 

Criminalization of a Generation

It is an outrage that Mychal Bell is back in jail.  The Jena authorities are saying to us, 'We don't care how many 
people support them, we're going to make these 6 young men pay for disrupting the normal routine of our town,' a 
routine that could embrace whites only trees and hanging nooses.  We have to say to them we will not back down 
and will not stop fighting till the Jena 6 are free.

"I can take away your lives with a stroke of a pen" is the threat made by District Attorney Reed Walters to Black 
youth in Jena, Louisiana when they protested the hanging of nooses on the tree at their high school.  He later made 
this threat real by zealously overcharging six of those students who were involved in a schoolyard fight after being 
taunted by a white classmate.
 
The Jena 6 case is a cesspool of racism and manifest injustice.  However, what’s happening in this country is not 
isolated to a small town in Louisiana.  The Jena 6 case reflects a much bigger problem.  For while racism is a 
problem in most institutions, there is no place in society where racial disparities are more concentrated than in the 
criminal justice system, especially the juvenile justice system.
 
In its recent report,”Americas Cradle to Prison Pipeline”, the Children’s Defense Fund points out that Black youth are 
four times more likely than white youth to be incarcerated for the same offense.  For drug offenses, Black youth are 
48 times more likely and Latino youth 9 times more likely than whites to get locked up.  Prosecutors all over this 
country everyday are using their pens to destroy the lives of our youth.
 
The vindictive re-arrest of Mychal Bell should send a shudder of outrage through all who care about justice.  Already 
he's served more time in jail than the cops who blew away Sean Bell in a hail of 50 bullets, or the New Orleans 
police officers who executed 3 people on the Danziger bridge in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, or the guards who 
killed Martin Anderson at a boot camp in Florida.
 
This year, as we mark the October 22 National Day of Protest Against Police Brutality, Repression and the 
Criminalization of a Generation we will raise the demand, "Free the Jena 6!"  This is not a time to slack off in this 
fight.  And it is not a time to lower our demand to calling for a fair trial for the Jena 6.  These youth are victims of the 
unequal criminal justice system in this country--a system that treats Black and Latino youth like they're guilty till 
proven innocent, if they can survive to prove their innocence. They shouldn't be going on trial at all. Free the Jena 6!
 
When we take to the streets on Oct 22nd, we will also demand an end to the nationwide epidemic of police brutality 
and police murder. We will remember Kathryn Johnson, the 92-year-old grandmother killed by police in Atlanta, 
Gary King Jr. from Oakland, Aaron Harrison of Chicago, and many other Stolen Lives.   And we will demand an end 
to the immigration (ICE) raids that are wreaking havoc in immigrant communities.

We call on everyone who opposes this kind of official brutality and injustice to join us on Oct 22nd. Join us as we 
give the victims of police brutality and police murder a platform to speak of the devastation they and their families 
have suffered, and as we rally others from all walks of life to stand with them.

Stop Police Brutality, Repression and the Criminalization of a Generation!
No More Stolen Lives!   
Wear Black, Fight Back!

Free The Jena 6!

WE MUST BUILD A FIGHT TO FORCE THE AUTHORITIES TO FREE 
MYCHAL AND DROP ALL CHARGES ON THE JENA 6!
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